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Learn the art of DTP with 
this special tutorial series 


" 2 a 


ALL the passwords, a cheat 
to jump ievels and some 
handy hints... 


— 


Does Zeppelin’s 
budget grappler 
thrash VWWVVF? 














—Crious 


Technical 
/ Forum 


Five pages of technical help, 
reviews and tips. Includes full 
masterclass. Unmiszable! 


ya i Hold the 

== front page 
ADAM PETERS winds up his 
versus photocopying — and 


» Public 
Sd 7 Image 
Public domain scene, plus a 
close look at PowerPage 120 
- including «a mini walk- 
through of a page being made 








~~ . © i | , | 

-7:) Type-ins 
JERRY GLENWRIGHT presents 
four new programs to type in 
yourself, PLUS his regular 
beginners BASIC tutorial 


Voames 


>» Making 
‘the game 


Witpo VWaest Saevmounr is almost 
finished. ADAM PETERS hits 


°-4 <2) Balrog 
The fiend with o face like a 
festering fishcake guides us 





Power up 
The low-down on all the 
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: Po interface 
, for your CPC and 
| become a top POP 
star — check out our 
| special feature on 
4 eit: with 
your Amstrad 


| 


{ifn rica ya 

vaq@ team 

VJres tlimyg 
Does this budget 
game from Zeppelin 
flatten VVVVF?7? ADATWi 
PETERS grapples 
with the verdict 


vr’ ~ Soccer 
—_— 
Pinball 
A flash of genius or just plain 
ball on a pinball table? ROD 
LAWTON puts on his Pinball 
get his bearings... (there's a 


joke in there somewhere) 





A dragon who's a disc jockey, 
a giant whelk that launches 
mines... ROD LAWTON enters 
a rather odd little world 


ee: ») Action 
=a Replay 


ADAN PETERS checks out 
re-releases. Great value, or 
Past their sell-by date? 








uoOSsonm 
Hawn, loads of Lemraincs help, 
tons of keypress cheats 


Regulars 


The full low-down on this 
month's covertape progs, 
including instructions, playing 
guides and more 


€:> Reaction 


Bear Amstrad Action, why 
letters pages? We miss this 
ready wit (with a silent ‘t’) 


10) Amscene 


News of a DIV 6128 Pius tape- 
loading conversion, plus Scull 
PD's label printer and more, 


~= zone 


Who's doing what on the 


What are you walting for? 

free gift! And, of course, AA 
delivered direct to your door 
for the next twelve months... 





Just turn the 
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Stand by for some stonking CcPc software 
- this month’s covertape boasts all these 
droolsome progs: 


Ee, tees eta So tae 9a “ 3 
SSG A hi eit aS at nth oS Ie | | i 
= ee = = ne es  , a ¥. mys em FS a =) i al : : an : | = iF an 
SP PP Pe fe Pts ety Mg . 
‘y Something's gone hor 
af ribly wrong in a chemical 


, warfare experiment, and 

““ you have exactly one hour in 
which to find six dangerous 
fiasks before they become 
‘active’. No problem! Except 
you've got to find therm first 


&> Lisni<« 

*" Linx is like the game 
Connacr-4 —- except that as 
counters disappear and the 
qame goes on. The oxtra 
down into the spaces left by 
the completed rows. Very 
tricky stuff... 


4 %) Polces 


Galore! 
This month we've got cheats 
for all the following top 
Amstrad games: Mutinixx 
4, Super Sevmour, Purry’s 
Saca, STAVKER demo and 
Bomerusion, Horocor, 
FRANKENSTEIN Jumion, Comnmar 
ScHoo., classic shoot-em-up 
H-Tvyee and Vfonpvrrsov! 


Panes 
< & Worktop 

Ever fancied a WIMP 
front end, like those sported 
by flashy 16-bit machines? 
Richard Fairhurst's excellent 
interface does it all — it 
looks a hundred times bet- 
ter than Arnsdos, one it's a 
hundred times more useful! 


£4) Disk 

ee Organiser 

Toll) @i, here’s a little question 

23. 1 fer you. Do you know which 

disks your files are on? Ves? 

Then you're a smarmy geck. 

Wer Then you need the bril- 
liant Disk Organiser. 


page for all the detaiis =~ ~~ = 


COVERTAPE 





Can you find six canisters of a deadly 

& ‘active’? Things have already got a bit 
nasty, mind, what with these deadly 

‘ mutant plants all over the place... 





_ Loading: On the Run is the first 
fa 9) item on the menu. (Rewind to " 
—" the start of Side 1 and press / 

CTRL +ENTER to load the menu.) 
fiake sure its the program high- 7A, , > 
lighted, then hit the Enter key to / /(. . 
load it. f 








We've got a problem. Actually, 
we've got several problems. 
a world where govern- ( ° |. i 
ments indulge i  . 1 | 
chemical warfare experi- ~ ’ 
ments. The second problem is that the 

bods in charge of this experiment have 
dropped a bit of a clanger, and contami- 
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scenery - huh! 
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Hf it moves, shoot it. If it doesn't, collect it 


third problem is that there are also six 
and in one hour's time they're going to do 
something unmentionably horrible (well, the 


limit is a whole 60 minutes, which is a long 
The controls are pretty easy-peasy. 





instructions didn't mention it, and we 
assume it’s horrible). 


Joystick left and right to control direction 
and up and down to move, er, up and down. 


really... problem four is that this ‘area’ is in 
fact a vast maze made up of some 300 
screens. Problem five is that it's inhabitec 
by all sorts of mutant plants which whizz 
around trying to do you in. Problem six, of 
course, is that it's all down to you to find 
those flasks... 

6 Fe Woven Youre Weve mien tes 
through contact with the indig ‘ 
(contact saps your protective suits energy. 


Keyboard or joystick control 
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pincer move. Well, it will be later... 














Never mind alli this childish arcade-style 


nonsense. What we want is a bit of yer 
actual intelectual challenge, like. Which is 
what you get with this excellent two-player 


puzzier... 


a Loading: Link is the second program 
Ss) on Side 1 of the tape. You load it 
direct from the main menu. 


Ever played Connect 4? Hf you have, you 
don't need to be told the rules (unless you're 
a cheating gimp like Adam ~ ed). 

You start off with an empty grid 7 slots 


wide and 6 slots high. Each player in turn 


drops a counter down one of the slots, 
where it either drops to the bottorn or sits 
on top of any counters already dropped 
down that slot. 

The aim is to form a line of four coun- 
ters. This line can be horizontal, vertical or 
diagonal. Now in Connect 4 you've won the 


game when you do this. In Link, though, as.__ 


soon as someone gets a line, the counters 


in the line disappear, Tetris-style, and the 


counters above drop down one. 

This makes things a whole heap more 
complicated. You might get a line, only to 
have your opponent score one as a result, 
because of the counters dropping down. Or 
you might leave them in a plum position so 


that your enemy can score with their next 
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go. What's more, once you've scored a row 
over your opponent, they've got more coun- 


ters in the playing area... 
Hmm - it all gets very tactical, 


Particularly since the winner is the first per- 
son to get nine rows rather than just the one 
{you can set other numbers than nine). In 
practice, though, the winning margin is sel- 
dom more than one row, since the person 
who's trailing has at least four more coun- 
ters on the screen. 
By the way, Link is from New Zealander 
Jeroen Erkens, the man who brought us the 
rather excellent Balldozer on the AA7O 
covertape. 


Link controls 
Keyboard control 
)) vissicisivecewiaa ayer, 1 Lert 
We veerasevesevereers ayer lL Right 
Lo ssrenvssyssseriniere PIBYOR A DIOP 
O ittelieveree Player 2 Let 
Peerage! asdiwies Player 2 Right 
. (full stop) .......Player 2 Drop 
EBC ii ‘Return to menu screen 





dicts Sui oommkaniak Guadaion ale 
amiley starts reading the instructions... 












COVERTAPE 


Howy to load 
your covertape 


Just pop the tape into your machine, making sure 
it's rewound to the start of Side 1, and then press 
CTRL + ENTER for type RUN™), then press any 
key and the tape will start loading. 

Withn a few moments you get a menu 
screen. Choose the program you want using the 
Spacebar, then hit the Return key. 

On the Run and Link are on Side 1 of the 
Disk Organiser are on Side 2. 

@ Note that the game pokes, Worktop and Disk 
Organiser are not loaded directly from the menu. 
Instead, you have to quit back to BASIC and use 
the RUN" |flename)" command. 

@ Worktop and Disk Organiser are for disk 
users only. They can't be run from tape, and 
must be transferred to disk before. 

® if you have a disk drive ether built into your 
machine or plugged in, you will first have to type 
Itape to switch the computer to tape loading. You 
get the | character by pressing SHIFT+@. Then 


Disk ouvmers! 
The covertape contains its own tape-disk copying 
program. To transfer the programs to tape, sin- 
ply select the tape to disk transfer option on the 
© 464 owners with external 32-inch drives will 
have no probleme, but 6126 owners will need a 
cassette player with a REM socket. Stopping and 
starting the tape manually is difficult. 

There may be situations where this won't be 
possible, though. 6126 Plus owners cannot load 
been modified, and ordinary 6128 owners may 
not have (a) a reliable cassette player with a REM 
socket or (b) cassette loading leads. 

You can, however, order a disk version of the 
covertape from our duplicators, Ablex. To order 
a disk version, snip off the coupon on the corner 
of this page and send it with a cheque/PO for 
£2.00 to Ablex Audio Video, Harcourt, Halesford 
14, Telford, Shropshire TF7 400. 


Dutt tape?7 
We go to great lengths to make sure that our 
covertapes work properly. However, 7 you stil 
@ Loading at several different volume levels if 
you're using an external tape recorder. 
©® Adjusting the cassette recorder's head align- 
ment. The alignment screw is located just to the 
left of the tape head, and is usually accessible 
through a small hole. Turn ft a fraction at a time 
with a jewellers screwdriver. When the crispest 
sound is heard, the alignmnent is spot on. 
® Tapping the cassette gently against a table 
edge - the spools may be sticking or jammed. 

if you still can’t get the tape to load then send 
problem and an SAE to: 


Ablex Audio Video Ltd, 


ot 














COVERTAPE 





Worktop 


Do you go green with envy when you see 
the WIMP front ends on 16-bit machines? 
Well mow you needn't go green any more! 
(Unless you’ve go a green screen.) 


gm Loading: Worktop can only be run 

ey from disk. Either transfer all the 

“= covertape programs to disk, or order 
a disk version from Ablex. To load Worktop, 
type RUN" WORKTOP” 


“Cor, that's never an Amstrad, is it?” 

“tt certainly is, my pathetic little friend.” 

“But hang on, Amstrad’s only have a one- 
line interface” 

“Until now.” 

“Yeah, but it looks like a proper computer 
now, dunnit, like the ST or Amiga!” 

“The Amstrad always has been a proper 
computer you repulsive tick. And here's a 
smack round the ear to prove it.” [Spotty 
gimp staggers off clutching ear and wailing]. 

It's true, readers. There's nothing that the 
Amiga or ST can do that the CPC can't (in its 
own time, admittedly). The CPC too can dis- 
play an extremely polished WIMP (Windows, 
lcons, Menus, Pointers) interface if you can't 
get on with the rather clanky Amsdos ver- 
sion. At least it can now. 

The first WIMP front end we saw was 
from ace coder David Wild up in 
Humberside. However, AA's very own techie 
new recruit Richard Fairhurst has polished 
up the principle to produce this stunning 
version that will have 16-bit owners goggling 
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and drooling (they drool anyway, but the 
gogegling bit's new). 

There's no space to go into all the things 
it does here, partly because we've wibbled 
on too long and partly because it comes 
with its own DOC file which is over 20k long. 
We'd have had to pretty small to fit 
that in... as it is, to read it, just load it into 
any old text editor. 


Worktop controls 
Keydoard control 


Cursor K@YS.................move pointer 
Copy key........Activate menu/option 





Cor, that must be a Macintosh then. No? Oh, 
er, an ST? What, an Amstrad? Ves, it most 
certainly is. 





miser 


Just imagine —- your agent calis you up and 
says “Spielberg wants you to do your 
screenplay, can you send another copy?” 
But you can’t remember which disk it’s on! 


aa, Loading: Disk Organiser is the sec- 

rh ond and last program on Side 2 of 

ed the tape. It needs to be transferred 
to disk to run. Then type RUN"ORGANISE”. 


Why did nobody ever think of it before? You 
just write a little program to CAT a disk and 
store all the filenames in a database. If you 
ever need to find a file again, all you have to 
do then is carry out a search of this data- 
base and find the name of the disk it's 
stored on! Only 6K of code, but stupidly use- 
ful if you've got loads of disks. 


a 
| a _ 
te ie : 
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| tf 
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a little database. 


routines... 


Loading: The pokes are the last 
“ must all be run from BASIC. To 
Here's the list: 


AvwA20.GS Infinite fives for the Stryxer and 
the Crypts of Trogan demo and Anarchy on the 


MIULTMIX4G.GS Lots of goodies for all 


PUFEFY.GS Ever wish you had more energy 
(Don't worry - it makes sense if you've played 


SUPERSEYV.GS Mr Potstohead ([Le. 
Seymour) gets to live for ever (ic. gets infinite 
lives) in this super game (i.e. Super Seymour). 


VIONDER.GS By special request, a poke 
to give infinite lives in the tape version of 


COMBAT. Time running out on you in 


ROBOCOP .PM Another request - this 
one’s for Robocop, and ft stops your energy from 
you're a robot? 


scakaae eaten das ales 0 bk (oedhs.. until 
hike Wong procuced this poke. it lets you choose 

: ty. infinite credits or infinite lives. 
Maybe Rod can get off Level One now... 


time for Frankenstein Junior. it takes out all the 
ghosts, which makes life a bit easier! 








(Including FREE MS800 and 10 free disks) 
FEATURES 


*® 800K per disk when used with MS800 (supplied FREE), RAMDOS, ROMDOS, 
or RODOS. 

DUAL MODE: Mode 1,—The Mega Drive is a complete alternative B drive 
Mode 2.—The Mega Drive will also format up to 800K per disk 

SIDE SWITCH switches the disk between side A and side B of your 3.5” disk 
EXTERNAL PSU. the power supply is external, and should the need ever arise 
is easily replaceable. 

MULTI-COMPATIBLE The Mega Drive is compatible with almost all other 
computers, so that if you change computers you can transfer your MegaDrive 
Only a different lead and connector require d. 

COMPACT SIZE The Mega Drive measures only 7" x 4" x 1". 

RELIABLE The Mega Drive uses the most reliable TEAC mechanism, and 
assures you of trouble free operation. Full 12 month RTB guarantee. 


FD1 Disk Drive .........+.---&79.95 MMMM a Un ee 
Overseas Orders Welcome BONZO SUPER MEDDIER.........£13. 95 


| MS$800 - the STANDARD in 800K Riek aa pon BK the BONZO HACKPACK - Fi 


Renan ‘tape to disk utilay. Supplied on disk with a huge database 
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. 300K per disk. Since it was sherk duced in 1991 thas 
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| lape to disk transfers. Deals wath all forma of cP ; DL x kK. Works 
Ma of tw 7. " | — il roa a 
On an CPC's and prod ors sand ake ansicrs. Huge database 


wertieed transfers 
| BONZO BIGBATC hale lio 95 


FAST, FLEXIBLE database, Superb foothall p 
‘ll ;™ 
user inendly memory saving RI rs cx SPR iT [JF SGI 


and 5.27 OFves a dual mccde « apability, and switched to 
| MS80%) 

| FEATURES INCLUDE 
300K, 400K, or 2 x IS0K per side Compatible with all CPC's | 
and CPC+'s CP/M+, MF11, Stop Press: and all « sree a oO) on 

























ware. 64 of 125 directory entries: verify cise: cisk : - fie 
and batch copy. | nunc mo abernatives ¢ e ach disk in iti tiali Ls BONZO FLASHPACK lala 95 


"The best al] round BASIC extension program® WACCI FLASH 
BASIC ackis ar eee 70 extremely useful KS3X"s to use in BASIC oro | 
grams. [he resulling progs will run on : 
presence @ FLASH BAS 


| example P Ce STs 
| 


es the computer for its own format without using wp any of 
ine st [Orage space Once 4 cisk fas been fis  ?watted, MSS) 
itachi is not needed 


fen io depts each side peeds a SIDE SYTTC H on 















Forniatting 
the drive. We SUupy WY 42 sickle Switch ane 3 mpic fitting 


| efor 3.5" A aah clink 

Side Switch wi se Tn ABBA Switch (6128/64) ...£12.95 

| ol | eo 3rd drive switch (6128/0664) .....22ccc0c0-0000- LIZ.95 | 
SPECIAL OFFER Uinchuding fitting instructions ) 


ERMA aw = _CFILE TRANSFERS 


.’ : CPC To/F PC's, PCW's and Others 
il £99, 95 Hl Zin 1.24.95 : MFU..... £29.95 
oe icy an Alarm Py me 464/464+ OWNERS 


(Both programs run in CPM+ NOT CPM 2. =) 
MP3 & Cl cei : , 9.54 . : 
eae on? mage =6©Want a DISK DRIVE? Cannot find a DDI-1? 


6128 ROM £24.55 






















191 Watling Street Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 4AE 


G.V.L. Microform (Dept AA10) 
Phone 0772- 701248 Fax 0772 703131 



































——= : : —e ee ee sateliaienedieiensiiedieedal oh 29.94 
MAATDOS (with FREE PROCOPY )}—£13.95 Exchange your 464+ for 61 D+... .....---ccnncconsreee See, 


THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE & FFFECTIVE GENFRAL | i's cheaper than buying a DDI-I, Rampack. c& At 


DISK UTILITY AVAILABLE POR THE CPC 
MAXIDKOS is fully compatible with RAMDOS, AMSIDOS, and CPM OTHER ITEMS 


































































f formats 5.5 Disks (Mitsubishi Branded) (10) L/S. 
i} ere Li. . : io Tree i iil F - a 
| COPY files/disks; VERIFY disks; RESURRECT erased files,FAST FOR- 13 5* Disks (Px Software House) (10) £5.95 
, AD Aue Pee Rood TI DENTIFY ford: CAT fies (inci -” THaks (Amscoft) (10) £19 65 
[ing one ; ones | opt nial statues dre i x oh ete Al TE mtn user CF? Disks (Branded Bulk) (1) 15 05 
HARE UN MLARE aterm cf road ony DISPLAY of PRINT fies . | : £ , 7 7; | : | : : 
| MUCH MORE. BEST sector editor EVER for the CPC. All aan- Plastic Cases for CF2Z 3° Disks (10) oe ee ae 
tof Ici PLLS file rif ng bo See) OF TITS, ZnO 5. 5" Disk ee ph (Holds 50) I ae 

wen moven through a f eg ng and byte. SEARCH 4°/4.5" [Disk Drive Head Cleanets £4.95 

Fike, chink FILE RC} {IVER hacks yr arg ate  wariable Printer Lead TA! 


(4h DKtronics RAM PACE ... £49.05 
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CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


(24 HR SERVICE 






LETTERS 





ROD LAVWTON opens all the readers’ letters 
this month, as Adam works on producing a 
hit single for this month's music feature 
(heaven help us!). Send your letters to: 
Reaction, Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 








Not a sissy... 

How about putting the adventure Conman the 
Barbanic on the covertape? | mean, ¢ Your 
Sinclair can do it, surely AA can too? 

And yes, | know what you're thinking even as 
you read this: “look at the colour of the paper he 
uses, what a sissy, eh?” 

| am not a sissy, never was and never will be. 
I'm irish and this was. the only paper | could find 
at the time so now you're well and truly sickened! 
Ha ha ha ha haaaa... 

Damien Kirwan 


Quite frankly, Damien, what's good enough for 
Your Sinclar isn't necessarily good enough 
for US... 

Anyway, we didn't think you were a sissy at 
all, And for your information, we were sickened 
right from the start (the colour of the paper, you 
see). Oh, and for any readers wondering what 
colour if is, it’s a sort of cross between banana 
custard and tartare sauce. Yuk. 






AMSTRAD ACTION October 1992 





Sounds like fun... 

| read with great interest the letter from Mr. 
Bradley in AA8S3 and — with even greater interest 
= your answer, 

| am guite new to the computer scene and 
what you said that we shouldnt do in your 
answer sounded like fun. How does one “inter- 
fere” with code? And what's “hacking” and how 
do | do it? And will | get paid if you print this? 
Must do it more often. 

P.S. Great magazine, great tapes - thank you 
for Both — and I didn't pinch this paper out of my 
school exercise Book. [m too old for that — | 
pinched it out of my son's. 

Pauline 
Sittingbourne 


Pauline, youre the second person this month to 
seem sensitive about their notepaper. Quite 
nghitly too, in this case. You know you really 
shouldnt steal from your children. 

And neither should you harbour any thoughts 
of learning to. hack. Yes, it may sound like fun, 
but many things in Ife that are ‘Tun’ are also 

No, you're not gong to get any money, no 
matter how many times you write. 


Well done! 
| | am writing to say “well done” for 
| producing such a brilliant maga- 
. Bne, All together now... 3, 2, 1... 
“well done™ There is such a lot in 
| AA: reviews, cheats, PD, an adver 
| ture column, tips, letters (like this 
7 one), words, sentences, paper, 
| ink... the list never ends (my impres- 
ma 6si0n exactly — ed), does it? | find AA 
' very humorous and enjoyable. Keep it 
up (please) because I'm sure every- 
[9 one would like to see it prosper and 
a) 6grow (or is it grow and prosper?) 
m these are my favourite AA staff 
wey charts: 
1. Adam Peters 
2. Rod Lawton 
3, Er... are there any more? 





ee Joseph ‘Raving Nutter’ Taylor 
Sheffield 


yes, there are load more, actually: Larn Tang (art 
editor), Tracy O'Donnell (production controller), 


im 20 Mionmouth Street, Bath, Avon BAI 2BVV.. 


Jackie Garford (ad manager), Colin Campbell 
(publisher) and loads of other peeps who help get 
the mag together, month after month. 

By the way, despite such effusive and no 
doubt heartfelt praise, you're not going to win a 
bean. | reckon your letter was a cynical ploy to 
try to wana tenner. Besides, you put Adam at the 
top of your chart and not me 


better? 
| think your magazine is ace and | love your 
covertapes - keep up the good work. 

My friend has got a Speccy and gets Speccy 
mags (Your Sinclair), but his tapes have got 
much better games on (which we play on all the 
time). These games are: Chaos, Feud, Crackout, 
Software House, Five on a Treasure Island, Ant 


Attack, Rebel, Samurai, Chubby Gristle, 
Defenders of the Earth and Rampage. 
Simon Box 


Doncaster 





We've rnd van you Fas Foz om te 


01 aN GEIGY your ‘AA propery? 
We've already given you Five on a Treasure 
a ers of the Earth! As for the 


restiiaie artes ave never come out on the 
Amstrad, and the other half are no great shakes 
as games. 











| ims backlash 
AS a regular Subscriber to Amstrad Action, | wish 
to formally complain and protest about. the 
August 1992 issue in respect of pages 51, 52, 
53 and 54 - Typeins and the BASIC Tutorial 

These pages were sunply a repeat of the 
same pages printed in the July 1992 issue and 
therefore the August 1992 issue is of a lesser 
value for money. 

To correct matters, are you: 


a) Going to issue a supplement of the four 
pages to cover the content presumably intended 
for the August issue, or 

b) Gomg to double up the content in the 
September 1992 issue to 8 pages covering two 
lots of Type-ins and two parts of the tutorial 
series without any deductons of other pages? 

Simply to apologise and continue on will not 
be quite good enough, 'm afraid, you owe us 4 
missing pages! 

D. Webb 
Doncaster 


im afraid apologising and carrying on is all we 
can do. The way magazmes are printed and 
bound means if is quite impossible fo sunply add 
four pages to an issue at will. Besides, the four 
pages are not missing, You will find them in sub- 
sequent issue. Admittedly, four pages m the 
August issue were ‘wasted’ — we can’t do any- 
thing about that now - but you won't miss any of 
the BASIC tutorial, or any of the typeins we were 
going to publish... 

out look, hang on a minute. You've got 
every right to be annoyed about the Typeins sec- 
hon being repeated, but | think you're taking us 
to task a bit too vigorously. Beleve it or not, we 
do try very hard indeed to produce the best mag- 
azine we possibly can for CPC owners. We could 
just sit back, work 9 to 5 and turn out a dull, rel- 
able product. We don't think that’s good enough, 
though, $0 we make a considerable effort, every 
month, to produce the best CPC mag you can 
buy. Occasionally, mistakes are made = this was 
one of them. 

Ve don't think editorial quality and content is 
éasy to quantify sunply as ‘numbers of pages’. 
OK, this time four pages were ‘wasted’ - but a 
whole magazine filed with easytowrite, easy-to 
produce, easytoforget features would be a 
waste of an entire magazine, not just one sec- 


Type-iIns backlash 2 
You lot want to get your act together. | was very 
annoyed to find that the Typedns for AAS3 are 
the same as AABZ. Do you lot check the mag 
before you release it? f you do, please open your 
eyes. Thanks. And does it mean that two copies 
of the covertape typeans will be the same? 
Duncan Hawkes (we think) 

Stockton-on-Tees 





Now then, Duncan, how many issues ofAmstrad 


Action have there been? 84 - correct. And how 
many of them have contained repeated pages? 
Let's count through, shall we... one! Yes, 
Duncan, we do check the pages. We checked 
these pages. However they subsequently had to 
be reprinted.due to a sight imperfection, and the 
wrong file was printed. Next time we'll check 
pages as the leave the building (and maybe as 
hey arnve at the printers, and maybe once the 
presses are set up, and maybe as the pages 
emerge...). tt was a freak mishap, Duncan, and 
were 25 annoyed as you are. 

No, there won't be duplicated types on the 
covertape. This issue we're replacing them with 
an extra progr arn. 


Don’t go to 
Wlarri 
| have four things to point out: 

1, | thnk AA ts fab, but fm afraid its my 
painful duty to inform you of a plot so dastardly 
that you'l want to flush your head down the loo. 
A plot so treacherous that anyone with a nervous 
aisposibon should stop reading now. A plot so 
disloyal... (am | boring you yet?) (long ago - ed) 

It all began a few months ago when my friend 
(who shall be called Mr. X for legal reasons) was 
contemplating purchasing a Nintendo Game Boy 
(hokd on a minute while | just go and wash my 
mouth out with soap and water). However, | mar 
aged to persuade him not to, and to use his 
money to Duy the greatest mag for the CPC. 
Unfortunately, the newsagent didn't have ACU in 
stock, so he plumped for AA instead {only jok- 
ing’). (That was it. was it? The thing 35,000 
readers and | were waiting for? You useless 
gimp: — e0) 

2. | wish to complain about Feaction (what, 
the pitiful standard of some of the letters? - ed). 
The only reason that readers write in is to get 
inew grubby hands on a £25 voucher. Why can't 
you give away £10 vouchers instead? Then more 
readers would get a voucher. 

Incidentally, | would be delighted, nay, hon- 
oured, i you would present me with the very last 
£25 voucher. 

3. | know you shouldn't mock the afficted, but 
another friend, Biddy, has a Commodore 128 
(sorry, rude word!) ha ha! 

4. Could you also tell Mr. X to shave off his 
silly moustache? (it looks like a slug!) Keep up the 






good work. 

Kerrill Grealy 

Warrington 

I. What a load of old nonsense. You should be 
on Marti Caine’s crap joke show. 


2. Consider yourself neither delighted nor 
honoured. Er, that means you stand as much 
chance of winning £25 as crossing the channel 
on a bicycle. And no, don't try it... 

3. Pitiful old relic. (The machine, that is - Ive 
never met Bxddy.) The only machine in the world 
with a ask drive Slower than tape loading. 

4. You must have some’ funny slugs round 
your way. 

P.S. | don’t think jokes about moustaches are 


funny. They're almost as nonmfunny as jokes 
about beards. 
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Are you the 
best games 
player in the 
country? 


More news on the National Computer Games 
Championships being held at the Future 
Entertainment Show The finals will be held on 
three different machines - the Nintendo SNES 
the Sega Mega Drive and the Amiga. What, no 
Amneatrads’ Nope, but that dowsn't matter, No- 
ones going to have an advantage becaute 
theyre going to have to play on all three! 

The games being played in the final will be 
Zool on the Amiga, Aquatics on the Mega 
Drive and Robocop J on the SNES 

Although the finals are being held af the 
show, there will be regional heats throughout 
the country on the following dates: 


WZth, 13th, 14th, th October 
Glasgow Union Street Megastore 
et ee 
East Kilbride Games Centre 


19th, 20th, 7ist, 22nd October 
Stockport Game Centre 
Manchester Megastore 


26th, 277th, 728th, 79th October 
Bromiey Garne Centre 
Croydon Game Contre 
Guildford Game Centre 
eee 
Kingston Game Centre 
Londen Game Centre, 100 Oxford Street 
Barrungham Megastore 
Bristel Game Centre 
Cardi! Megastore 
hewcatty Megauvtore 
Gateshead Game Centre 


Regional finals will be held on the Friday of 
each week in » local Megastore, and the win- 
ners of the regional finals will go to the grand 
final in Earts Court on November 7th and 8th 

Just to recap on (hose fabulous prizes, W1 
£10,000 for the winner and £4,000 for the 
rummer up - and all national finalists get an 
Amiga. SNES and MegaDrive plut games! And 


all you have to do to enter 6 turn up at one of 


the stores in the lint above on the dates given 
The competition is being run in conjuction 

with Bad Influence’. Yorkshire TV's forthcom- 

ing computer games thow, and Virgin Retail 





tae, 





Amstrad Action has just been notihed of its new 
ABC (Audit Bureau of Crrculations) figures, and 
the official news «5 that with a figure of 35,296 
ts seing more than last year 

Of course, thes is 3 Ot Confusmg @ youre 
looking at the last issue and reading the figure 
‘37,120 in the contents page. But to get a true 
companson of sales you have to bear m mund 
that the year is split into two halves. The figure 
lor the July-December period is always higher 
than that for the January-June period, so to get a 
true idea of how youre doimg, you have to loon 
at your sales for the same penod last year 

The bottom bine is that nm the first hall of thes 
year our circulation was 35,298 people, while in 
the frst half of 1991 @ was 35,159. OK, it’s not 
& bg jump. The ananng thing, though, is that it 
should go up at al — the CPU (and Amstrad 
Acton) is alive and locking’ 


The only way is up! Amstrad Action’s sales 
are higher still than last year's. 


Viore ROW! for 

Crunng Software 6 adding a new, lowcost 
RUM module to its ineup (see the special review 
last month). The new ROM wil sell for must £46, 
but has afl the features of Brunword 6128 — plus, 
of course, af ihe speed and memory advantages 
of ts ROM mstaliation. The ROM includes KDS 
ROMDOS and Brunmng’s revolutionary As You 
Type spelichecker. What's more, our spies tell us 
iat, wing wih fhe MUM, are the 





ren 


Brunword Elte printing system and the infoscript 


relahonal database. These are present, but not 
‘enabeed = bul we wouldnT be too surprised if an 
‘upgrade kT appeared soon 


s#@teeeeeeceeseeseeseseseeeseeeseeeeeee 


PTC TFT TPT THF FCT TTC FC TFC FC FP FC FCC CPC LL Co So 


“=e 


AA sells more copies! 





lt’ HIDEOUS! 


pealbptes shen a 
Colour Printing toe 
avoes { 


fect? 


f ger ga tee 


Word Pe 
e@teeseeseeseeseseeeeeseeeteseseeseseeeeee 
Scull PD label 
printer 
Alan Scully has produced a new label design pro 
gram to «compete with Goldmark 
LabelMaker. Sculls LabelDesign supports 3 
mch, 3.54nch and 5.254nch label sizes and is 
beng sold for only £2.50 (plus Sanch disk and 
stamped SAE) You get 21 different fonts to 
choose from and you can also mport chpart. 
And ence LabeHesien saves labels in standard 
17K format, @s compatible wth most CPC art 
packages. 
ror more imformabon, write to: Alan 
Scully, 119 Laurel Drive, East Kilbride, 








systems 


Sf8e ett eee eee eC Cee Cee CeCe SCC CSCS SSCS SSCS SCR See eee SS 


Cheap 6128 tape loading upgrade 
opton as usual, fen rewind the cassette back to 
the start of Sade |] before continuing, it will work! 

[ you want Df mstructons for the conver 
sion, send £5 and an SAE to: C Johnson, 55 
East Sussex BN23 BEQ 


f you've got a 6128 Plus you're probably fed up 
at not beng able to load tape software - includ 
ng the AA covertape 

Up untl now, the onry solubon has been to 
send your machane off to be ‘converted. Wel 
reader Chis Johrison has sussed out how to do 
the modwicaton (wrech is very easy @ you can 
handle 8 soldering won) and is offenng a diagram 
and full instrucbons for the price of just £5! The 
materials you need come to less than £5, so you 
can do the whole job for a tenner. Be warned, 
though — there’s no facility for a REM socket, so 
youll stil have to stop and start the tape player 
manuaity 

He also has a bp for Pius owners who've had 
ine maces converted and aré sil having 
troubs Saving covertape programs to disx. He 
reckons that @ you select the “Transfer to Disk’ 
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Elite ROM Module £125 


This is the ultimate addition to a 6128 computer. 
Word processor, spelling checker, 33,000 word 
dictionary, relational database, 9 pin print 
enhancer, 24 pin "type setting’ routines and 10 
superb fonts, all programmed into one high 
capacity ROM (256K bytes). Massive memory, 
small size and includes our latest innovations, the 
As You Type spelling checker and our System 2 
simplified printer control. 

We fit the ROM into a small ROM board and 
give it a thick coat of protective resin, making a 
neat module which plugs directly onto the 
expansion socket of the CPC6128 or 6128 Plus. 
The price includes our 8 bit printer status port. 


Great Power 
Plug on the module, switch on, type IBW and the 
whole system is immediately ready for use. Type 
info the word processor, if the computer beeps, 
press <f3> and ask for help, transter the correct 
spelling and resume typing. Use the database to 
print labels, search for an address, (ranster it to 
the word processor and print it out, all without a 
single disc operation to slow you down. 


Exciting Features 
The Elite ROM has a host of exciting features 
including 5 high quality high speed screen dumps 
for 9 pin and 24 pin printers. These are special 
routines using the 8 bit printer status port and 
ihey print incredibly fast compared to desk top 
publishers. Every dot of ink on this page, 


including the drawing, the large "BrunWord', our | 


name & address, credit card symbols and Teddy, 


was printed in one operation using the BrunWord | 
Elite ROM module and an Epson LQ10/0 printer | 


(wide carriage LQ570). 
For simple layouts, System 2 can be set to 
Auto-formatting which enables micro spaced 


printing to be used without any layout instructions 
















even when using proportional fonts. 


Any Printer 7 


All ROM modules work with any Epson compatible 
printer. All 24 pin printers can make full use of 
BrunWord Elite. Older designs of 9 pin printers 
(Amstrad DMP2160 etc) are limited to whole 
space justification but modern 9 pin printers 
(Star LC1O etc) can use micro justification, 


Free ROMDOS 


lf you have a second 3.5 inch disc drive then you 
need KDS ROMDOS. We can supply this 
programmed into your ROM at no extra cost. (Not 
6128 Plus). BrunWord ROM solves the frustration 
of disc drive confusion by always using whichever 
drive has the disc in it. Using a 3.5 inch disc drive 
with BrunWord ROM is simplicity itself and the 
ROM manual now covers our ‘undocumented’ 
command which enables a 3.5 inch disc to import 
and export text to a PC. 

Aemember.... No ROM box is needed. 





Send cheque/PO/Access, Visa, Connect number to:- 






138 The Street, | 
Little Clacton, Essex, CO16 9LS. 
Telephone (0255) 862308 












BrunWord 6128 £30 


Complete word processing package (disc) with | 


word processor, spelling checker, 30,000 word 
dictionary and card filing programme. Type RUN 
"BRUNWORD" to load the word processor, 


spelling checker and the dictionary. BrunWord | 


6128 out performs all other word processors for 
the 6128. A fast screen response, extensive 
editor commands and the 4000 words per minute 
spelling checker, make it a joy to use. On the 
disc is a tutor file which takes even a complete 
beginner straight into word processing and 
demonstrates the powerful ediling and formatting 
features of BrunWord. The 40 page manual 
includes step by step instructions to produce and 
print a simple letter. 


6128 Module £46 
The same as BrunWord 6128, without the card 
tiling programme, but supplied as a ROM module, 
with free ROMDOS (not Pius) and our fabulous As 
You Type spelling checker. (6128 Plus - add £12). 
Don't forget.... no ROM box to buy! 


Info-Script ROM £79 


The Info-Script ROM module is a complete data 
processing package, including all the features of 
the 6128 ROM. Even with 1000 names and 
addresses loaded into memory for instant 
reference, you can type a 10 page document in 
the word processor and your spelling will still be 
checked while you are typing. Stop anytime, use 
the database to search for a reference (typically 
taking 1 second for the search) and return to 
your typing. You could, if you wish, leave a 
marker in your text and transfer the data. Each 
programme remains just as you left 
it, with instant access. Can be 
upgraded to the full Elite ROM, 


We have tested BrunWord 6128 and 
Protext with the same file of 3366 words. 
The first test was to compare the 
scrolling speed of the screen, using line 
by line scrolling. This is a vital 
performance test as the CPC6128 lends to 
be naturally slow at this task. BrunWord 
scrolled 402 faster than Protext. 

Protext was the fastest to justify but 
used o simple process that added spaces 
at the centre of each line, giving the 
middle of the text a. arance. it 
did not display as it went along and so 
needed a separate operation to fee the 
result. BrunWord displayed as it justified 
and produced a balanced appearance. 

simulated typing test achieved 218 
words per minute. Both BrunWord and 
Profext had no trouble af this speed, 

The spelling test checked all 3366 
words, BrunSpell took 52 seconds and 
needed no disc changes. Prospell took 
6 min 24 sec and needed G disc changés. = 

The find and replace in Protest is 
confused by words starting with a capital 
letter so it always requires two separate | 
A det aral BrunWord is more 

isticated and automatically handles 
bet variations in one operation, 

















Quotes 


"lt's totally brilllant...... carries on the extreme 
user friendliness of Brunning Products to a very 
high standard..... | have one of these jiitle gems 
plugged into the back of my CPC right now..... 
The BrunWord ROM has performed in an 
exemplary fashion on al! fronts.” 

Chris Knight (ACU Editor) - ACU August 1991. 


*....(BrunWord) in itself is quite uncomplicated 
and easy fo use, That's the beauty of fhe system 
- you can jus! sift down and start typing..... the 
fastes! most efficient spel! checker anywiwre..... 
Info-Seript is a formidable piece of software 
engineering. The fact that it's instantly available 





from BrunWord makes you realise just how | 


powertul this whole package is..... The BrunWord 
FAOM is a truly excellent product." 


| Rod Lawton (AA Editor) - AA September 1992 


"Two weeks ago foday | received my copy of 
BrunWord 6128 and would /ike to say how 
delighted | am with it. Alfhough | am a qualified 
touch typist, | expected fo take ages fo get used 
fo my first professional word processor and 
could not believe that only after a few short 
hours, | was using BrunWord as if | had had if for 
years, if is so well thought out and user friendly. | 
often have very difficult documents to type, lots 
of centring, underlining, indentations and 
numbered paragraphs. Four days after receiving 
BrunWord | typed eleven letters, an agenda and a 
set of Complicated minutes in just two evenings.” 
Miss Veronica Petter (Bristol) 20th Aug 1992. 















‘The Gun Girl" 
Delightful line drawing by Chris Rothero, Dart Scanned by agreement. 
BrunWord 6128 with BrunSpell (on 3in Nine £30.00 
BrunWord 6128 ROM Module with . £46.00 


464 ROM Module, BrunSpell & disc Sean: . £59.00 
Iinfo-Script ROM Module, BrunWord & BrunSpell. £79.00 
Elite ROM Module, BrunSpell & Info-script. . 


ee” You must state ‘Ordinary’ or ‘Plus’ *rs 

464 HOM cannot be supplied with Plus connector 
All prices are inclusive for UK. Overseas orders sent 
insured alr mail - Europe add £2.50 : Rest add £7.50 | 


£125.00 


| 
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talk hard 


it’s the latest instalment in our new series 
where VOU, the readers, get to ask people 
im the ‘biz’ tricky questions (write to Tax 
Harp at the usual address). This month, it’s 
our mate Spotty in the hot seat... 


“How do you produce those big 
screen shots with labels? None 
of the screens are that big.” 
Matthew Travis, Maidstone 


Aha, those are done using Studio &, 
my favourite computer program in 
the whole world. We ‘grab’ loads of 
screens from the game using our 
CPC-+toApple Mac grabbing system, and we can 
then cut and paste the screens on the Mac sys 
tem. All we do is cut the screens out one at a 
time and place them in positon on a large ‘can 
vas (work area), fitting the different pieces 
together like a jigsaw. So the large screen shots 
are actually loads of small screens stuck 
together, that's why the hero sprite appears on 
the ‘maps’ (or whatever) loads of times, because 
it’s in each of the screens that we put together to 
make the Dig pic. 

You can do loads of other wonderful things 
program, such a5 moving sprites 
around. If you want to make your performance in 
the game look more impressive, you can use the 


win the 





(fat person) 


cut and paste facility to increase 
your score or your energy level or 
whatever. How about moving your 
sprite so it looks like you're killing 

the baddie that's trying to kill you? 
| it's all so easy. Er... but of course 
| would never ‘doctor the pics like 
that. Oh no, not me. it just rsnt eth 
ically nght, and besmes [rm such a 
brillant games player that | don't need to do any 
thing like that anyhow. Ahem. 


“Why are you so nasty in your letter 
replies?” Sarah Howells, Devon 


Nasty? Me? What do you mean, Sarah? ['m only 
nasty to pompous oats; people who write in fo 
complam about swearnng they encountered when 
hacking into a covertape program, or people 
writing in to say that our magazine is crap, order- 
ing us to cut out all the games coverage (i 
people really hate the magazme that much, 
maybe they shouldn't be buying it?) 

Oh yes, and I'm nasty to people who are nasty 


Phil Howard (AA "Ss ee 


names) 

Philadelphia Howard (bet you thought it was Philip/). | 
have a middle name that begins with F but there are 
only two people in the entire world unfortunate 
enough to be stuck with it, that's me and my cousin 
Bill, Billy's not tellin’ then neither am f (Address 
withheld. | 


@ Printable nicknames 


| have an penchant for wild boar... In the computer 
feld however, Space Harrier, Gryzor and XOR were 
excellent. 


® Favourite place in the world 
Somewhere south of here, the sun is shining on a 


pool. By the pool there is a table and a deck chair 
On the table is a cold bottle of fizzy plonk. Who cares 
where it is? 


My big sister Kathryn, then | could flog intimate sto- 
ries of her childhood (like the day the got stuck up a 
pear tree - tnigger) to the Sundays for vast amounts 


@ Who would you most like to throw a wet 
How about Alan Sugar for being such an efficient 
business man that he ditched the CPC as soon as it 
stopped being a best seller. 


@® Favourite cheat 
I did a really great cheat for XOR (AA3Z3), but no-one 
has ever seen the game! See if you can get hold of it 
for the covertape, Rod. 











aoole; all those wiots who write im 
PF violence agamst earlier correspon 

ust because they disagree with what tne 

on said. And I'm sometimes nasty to 

soole who talk nonsense. But apart from that.. 

My yeah, I'm also nasty to people who consider 

yes the voce of authority. And people 
't spell. And people from the Midlands 

70 get 


ag rT) 


en 
an 


who Cc 
But apart from that, (m nice to everyone 


ast Sarah, you twerp 


Readers’ broom 
cupboards 


Blimey, are we talking cutting edge here or 
what? Welcome to the start of an exciting new 
series of spotlights on readers cupboards-under- 
the-stairs. First up is one Michael 

Tanguy from 

Athis-Mons in 

sunny France, 

whose broom 

cupboard te 

featured here. 

Michael tries to 

pass it off as his 

“computer 

room, but we 

know a broom 

cupboard when 

we see one (and 

were looking al 

| one right now), 

spends most of his 

in the cupboard. | know only too well what that's 
like Mike, but at least you've got a computer in 
there. | only had a piece of chalk in mine, which | 

used to mark off the passing days 

Readers, we'd like to see your broom cup- 
boards. Are they os fab as Michaels’? Maybe 
you've got a nuclear processing plant or a family 
of ostriches in yours. Take a lok, take a pic and 

cond ft to us. Mike's won himself £10 in frog 
money for this piccie. Would you like the same 

[only not in frog money)? Send your pictures to 
Readers’ Broom Cupboards at the weual address. 


IDE qyuru) 
OK Adam... what does this mean,..? Hf it's about 
music, [m a Pogues fan, if it's about TV then | like 
The Munroe Show, if it's about politics then | vote for 
otherwise the answer is blowin’ in the wind. 


® The most exciting thing about living in 
Mapperley is... 

Apart from that it's where Cyril Smith learnt to hang- 
glide, there's a place you can get videos for 50p a 
thought it would be rubbish). 


© How would you react if Freddy Krugger 
(Nightmare on Elm Street) knocked on your 
door late at night and asked to borrow a 
cup of coffec? 

| would be absolutely horrified.. 
drank tea. 


. | always thought he 





Happy birthday to us 


it's our party and well cry if we want to. Crying’s for 
girls though, so we'll put on silly hats and behave 
like loontes instead. We're seven. you see. Not us 
personally, you undersiand the magarine, we 
mean. W's AA's seventh birthday this month. Blimey 
h seems tike onty twelve months ago that we were 
celebrating our sixth birthday. Doesnt tw fly when 
you're putting together Britain's most action-packed 
CPC read? 

We thought wed have a big party to celebrate 
and planned to invite along some of the AA oldies 
(most of whom still work for Future Publishing) 
would wart a slice of cake. All we could afford was 
a tiny cake in the shape of a caterpillar, and we 
wanted all of that for ourselves 

a ee i ee i ee 
party when everyone else had gone home, noshed 
up on choccy cake. threw some sréeamers, put on 
some guly hats. and toasted seven years of serving 
the CPC community. Settie back as we list some of 
the facts and figures from the first seven years of 
Amstrad Action's glorious and groovy history 


The highest scores 
Lemmings 97". | 
Spindizry 96°.) 





Driller (6°. 

Smash TY (96*)| 

Terrican 2 (95*s) 

Prince of Persia |95')) 
eelgrass eye CAI (P35) 





SS ee 
getting into the spirit. The look on Rod's 
face is » worry though (he's got the cake'). 





@® H you seeded extra fuel for a bonfire, 
I really distke football garnes (in fact | really dislike 
football). So let's not wait: burn all the Emlyn 
Hughes’, Gazza Lineker's and Brian Clough’s interna- 


@ If you had a pet wildebeest, what would 


We have a dog called “the dog", a bird balled “the 
bird”, a rabbit called “the rabbit", a guinea pig called 
“the guinea pig”, and a goldfish called “the fish". lf 
we had a wildebeest | would call it Doreen. 


ala | . 

Some time ago (about when the picture was taken), | 
managed to be sick all down my future father-in- 
law's back. There aro just no words at all for 
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The lowest scores 
Werld Cup Carnival |(">| 
Santa's Xmas Capers (6°)! 
Pit-Figtrter (11%) 

Fruit Machine Simulator |15°,) 
5-a-cide Seccer (17%) 
Plasmatron (1 7")! 

Nuclear Heist || 9°.) 


The total so far 
Letters: § 683 

Game reviews: | 775 
Techie pages: | 42! 
Covertapes: 31 

oe 

Karting days out: | 


Where are they now? 
Steve Carey: Next door 

Pat McDonald: Amiga Format 

James Leach: {he pub 


We couldnt have come thia far etthout you, you 
lovely readers you. So bake yoursel! a lovely, 
scrummy cake and celebrate eth us. Don't forget 
to send us 4 piece though. Of ves, and wed ike 
some beer too. (And some jelly would be nice | 

Send afl birthday cards and presenta fo the 
usual address Here's to the noxt seven 





expression. off Rod. But now Lam's nabbed 
it! Adam's o bit. er, tired and emotional. 


it's the best, but the last, of the hobbyist machines - 
no average lorry driver will ever learn so much about 
computers again! 


@ Have you ever scen a ghost? 
No, and | don't really expect to (Sun and Moon in 
Capricorn). | liked the film version though. 


@® Would you ever take your Multiface with 
No. Call me old fashioned, but a Multiface’s place is 
in the home. 


Photo: Phil Howard mellowing out, circa 
9972. (Dressing like this was quite normal 
back then,Phil assures us.) 


Ment montis Ack Alen best Mex ven Damm 
reveals all in Private & Confide 
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you could get for £3.99 on 


as r ; ae ee ee 
wa) il te © il af fal} i ira i ml rf) F) rT 7 ( re 


hon has rmsen from what @ was last 





ri hana om Hi fae aS ey Po oe ae | 
F ar | i F, il I - cl fo ha a A Ot aT] 


decane m the market. But do the soft 


4 
The CRPc ia feeling the omch. WH Seth ec care’ CH those Amstrad owners that 

oT g 1 : ai a. at ¥ or : r e i y -" E _ a a » in . 
and Boots both drc oped ti the format early in the do buy Sega and Nintendo machines 


year, and the past few months has seen the sup = the majority are hanging on to thew CPCs 


ply of fulhLonce games drying up, though there too, because you can get games for £4 


are quite a few planned for Christmas release rather than £40, and you can do lots of 


What ts the truth about the UPL market! Why are nongames things mpossible on a Bas 
the softies and shops cutting back on the boardless console. But do the softies care? 





machine! AA reveals all No. What they care about understand 


“ee SPE ably really, in these recessionary times - is 
money, and there’s far more of that to be 

aa . ) 
"Wie do tend to kill made from the console market. For a start. 
) — = | - rarindge« are rrr hie ioe at laa wey howl) 
off a format of our artndges are impossible (or at least very Nard) 


to pwate. Then there's the fact that they seem to 


wr | | ng ) 
ci | 4 volition we ate te j pel away wit) f “Nat ga ge Ariat They ee : 
VMATTHEVY T IMIMSs, for the games. Streetfighter il on the Super NES, tively ‘ced 
DOMARK yours for only 2/0 (official UK release? Kind of eS oe Out. Why? Masmly just 


oc the be fo nat od software mdustry clam because the beg compares are keen 


po Be 





st summer 55 CPC games were released that games are so expensive because of pwacy, to build upon and inflate the consoles fad to cre 


Loot Se L Pit Tal P 
and the machine was responsible for 6.6% of the doesn't @. when an unowatable product pops up saat a pracyfree mass-proft games market 
the total computer games market. This surnmer at the seventy gud mark’ Sega and Nantendo But what of the future’ The softes are keen to 
#’< 39 games and a 42% market share. Do the cartridges cost about £6 to manufacture, no ry and create a PC games marcet, since ihe PL 
mains and youll see that saes of minidua dentally, a mere 25 more than the cost of is the only machine likely fo survwe the purge 
games have actually riser! producaig a game on two 3.5” disks (They can't kl off PCs as the machines are so 





NTreist the rire) Chee may 6b part . Sa a—_ \ oe — 
HEINE FEQUORE CONOEE Way OF PAY CPC software is out-selling PC and Super 


responsible for this rise (less games to choose ; 
iTfom Tears yO ire Te nie ery i Ley 4 CPt ae q VES “> ftw WV «<i F _ combined...so why ore many 
game), 1S Car that the big software houses software houses ignoring the machine? 

lave oicned the machine far (00 early. As 


# ' I aL T iw F r T or F F T hi ; | F i F j " ‘ i | i ii a f! _ 
Matthew [wns of Domark adrretted -— when ques heres @ PO S55 Money 1 a Maret where wel esiatesned mm Dbucuness use, and 75 PLS thal 


boned over fs companys cecceon to stoo DEORE fave grown used 10 fol payne more ina are used 10 program games ior over mache, 

producing games for the ST = “we do tend to ki len of fifteen quid for a game ithe lower the ncludng Seva and Nhntendo consoles.) 

on formats of our own volbon.* once, the lower the profl mark-up), and many While adults mght buy and use PUs, how 
so 5 the CPC dying’ Of course not. The may wait for games to appear on the £4 rerelease many youngsters (who form the mapority of the 


net sen 1s periectly healthy, 1s pust the lack of shelves anyway. [here are other problems wth gaming population) can afford a PL or the games 


games and the reduced number of stockists that producimg CPC garnes now, not least the fact for rt (which are just as expensive as console 


#, ri # 


5 Causing the problem. CPC software is, accord. that many decent 780 programwners are mowng games)? A half decent PC for games use (with 


= r Ye | 


ria 


? ithy from the CPU and Spectrum to the Gameboy - a sound card) would set you back about £1] 
out-seling PU software and Super NES software uses the same chip, and the pay is better’ And here's the really gren bet: Virtually all the 
comiuned, despode being so difficull to Al home computers are under attack. Lots of cCurremt programmers (across the formats) fwst 
gel hold of. But do big sottes (Palace, Storm, Domark, Auchogeruc) ot mio programing through messing around 

Stopped producmg games for the with the computers they owned as youngsters; 

Commodore 64: Domark and Mindscape things like the CPC, Spectrum or BBC. What of 

recently announced they were not going the next generahon of programmers! Ihe huds 

to produce any more games for the ST: that grow up today, knowing only consoles, have 

Anco, the people behind the Kick Off no opportuniy to play around with sanple BASIC 

games, have just announced thew wih and machine code 

drawal from (ie Arupa market SO where are the programmers of the future 
Ss woery accepted (hat win vee gong to come from! i they dont show, where 

years all home computers wil have effec will the games of the future come from?’ Wil corm 

puter games go Gown m festory as The mousiry 


ng tr nifty “5 rwiustr ' heuer e< cinren 


# =. 






have 


Virgin Megastore in Oxford Street is a that killed itself? And do the soffes care’ 
rare oasis in Mario and Sonic Britain. Maybe they soon will 








300d old Nigel. What a fine world ene on he 


(Ps, ssid ran z ari) res, Car. I gu ¢ Orem 


bods are rubiung thew hands in a polars 


ee = 
cay ay rr = ae a | per Nige's curr ete = wc ey wel : 
Fee Le i eee > LESS, os Moly 


Durr mec up potental sales of thes game no ef 


; ct 
4 Mansell’s World Championstip sets you 
t the wheel of Mansel's famous Wihams car as 
you race through the 1992 Grand Prix season, 
tacking loads of cwrcunts, racing loads of other 


i f 
i 


drvers and joads of other cars. (Presumably the 


| 


same number of cars a5 there are drivers.) 


There is a whole range of skill levels (from 
wheel cleaner to world beater’), a neat learner 


rack, and full world ‘geese onsmp pants system 

Of course, what makes the Amstrad version 
y higel Mangels WC even more of a game to 
get excited about is the fact that it was YOU, 





Tiki ‘shiulih aise gun me Edin we than Wiad 
Mansell’s like. Like a racing game, basically. 


SSeS SC SCC CSC PCP CSCC CCC CPP ee oe So 


} if We) ASE 
e\ihl he 


n up the highways of the USA at the wheel of 
your x Lamborgh Diablo in the Crazy world of il 


gat Saturday Naght Races, " OF... 
Three weeks later 


i] 


‘ii ] Li i ie? ea = F f r] ee | 
urmey, those henevieans and ther egal 
night races! oe were loads of difer- 


saiL oO ay ee 
ent routes and you fad to try and ram your 


rar 

ooponents off the road Then there were the 

roadworks you had to avosd! And sys ops, of 

urse! Everyone was betting on the outcome of 
the races, to try and earn money to enter more 

races and buy fancy attachments for the car’ 

é four divisions of racers and you 

mid fit your car with radar detectors, night 
on, and all sorts of hetech stuff. It was wild 


ry, very dangerous. | survived but my 





las Wied Aimastrasd caractssed in ites thi 
way across the channel looks something like 





that made it happen. Gremhn were 
out of the CPC market. They came to 


Poe ee 


p 
nd asked us to-find out how many of our 
Hundreds wrote in to say “yean, we want it 
ie, aT ha Bye gok Pim af ir r y FF ia =F pet Perry 
breman were overaneimed by the response 


reansed the Amstrad market was very much alive 


: i i 

and kicking, and the game hits your local soit 
, . i. I 

ware shops in a couple of month's tme. Hurral 


Software house: Gremlin 

Release date: December 1992 

Price: £10.99 cassette, £15.99 disk 

First impressions: Gremlin are old hands at 
the drive-em-up genre, and NMWC looks 
like being of the same high class we have 
come to expect from the Sheffield softie. 


o0'.bi" 46 


And there’s tunnels in it, CPC screenshots in 
Action Zone the moment we get them... 


ise SECC EREBRERCESEEEESESES SS 


Cars til 


r Futur or} rel he . a re 
Lamoorene i much the worse for wear, with a 





couple of bits ore and a couple of extra bets 
(meces of mountain embedded in the roof). 

Er, actually it's not my Lamberg mi at all, it’s 
our publisher Colin's. | kind of, er, borrowed it. 
Better go and tell hum. 

= 


(i harty Mmanuies later...) 


Erm, Crazy Cars ii from Titus is out in a.cou 


ple of months. Tell your Spectrum and C64 


Owen? FE freer s ho rl tah it a c pcan 4 to te ce * ie 
them that it's only commng out on Amiga, ST, PC 
and Amstrad CPC. Ho ho! 


t ove other le cars. witout 
Oe Tas SIM, 


aa ii 7 | i "a et Fy a as lo 
| must not drve other peoole’s cars without 


eT wWS SH. 


Software house: Titus 

Release date: November 1992 

Price: £10.99 cassette, £15.99 disk 

First impressions: Crazy Cars |] was a mas- 
sive improvement on Crazy Cars. if Crazy 
Cars Ill follows the same pattern, it could be 
a real smasheroonie. 
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when you subscri 
amy one of these three 





when you subscribe 
(or resubscribe!) 





of your favourite Va fs) ede fF & ip A ‘5 be ll Gu 


i ? 
a ee ee 


Be Pon oom a a anienlmlecienise 
ra 


magazine, every month 


Free Club 
All subscribers 
automatically get a 
monthly Subs Club 
newsletter 


PLUS you set 


complete IMFLATION 
PROTECTION for a 
year AND you 








Database Software's excellent educational 
programs can now be yours FREE when you 


GUARANTEE never subscribe to AA. Choose from one of three 
missing a copy of packages: under-5s, 5-7s or ower-7s. 
Amstrad Action! + Cassette only or 


! Please enter/renew my subscription to Amstrad Action at the all inclusive price OF sa. ous. 


12 ISSUES UK £29.95. EUROPE £47.25 REST OF WORLD £63.10 
To ensure you receive your magazine and tape quickly and undamaged, all overseas subscriptions are sent Air Mail 


MY CHOICE OF GIFT IS itv oot FUN SCHOOL? whnder-5s 5-75 over-7s LES STARS CHEETAH BUG 


lf you are an existing subscriber please quote your subscription reference number here - you will find this on your address label _ = 
MY METHOD OF PAYMENT IS (roc TOTAL PAYMENT £_ — —— 
VISA ACCESS (6 sh HOLE «Make payable to Future Pubieofeng Lid 
ADDRESS = : 
POST CODE 


Encl this compen (together with your congue f opplcable) i on eevelope and send te AMSTRAD ACTION SUBSCRIPTIONS, FREEPOST, SOMERTON, TAIT TER. 
WE: TOUR SUBSCRIPTION WILL BE PROCESSED IMMEDIATELY BUT PLEASE ALLOW 78 DAYS FOR THE DELIVERY OF YOUR GOODS. AA/MAG/VOF7 
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— choose 
ackages... 





One of the best joysticks we've ever used! 
Short, responsive ‘stick, positive Fire but- 


tons and a superbly ‘ergonomic’ design 
make it the office favourite... and it can be 


yours with an AA sub! 


coupon and return it 
today. Alternatively, call 


our Credit Card Hotline on 
_ 0458 74011 | 





You can cancel your 


subscription at any time in 


the future and we will 
refund you in full for all 
unmailed issues. 


TTETLLaa Lee 17 


| 
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Action® 


— the ae tn that ee you 





7 A SUVers CweVverteapy: 
grams and game cheats 


J Fon pease rewsevyvs 


hid disk E Seek hoe a aw oon: we give you FACTS — 
Plus maps, annotated diagrams, tips and more info 
than you'll get anywhere else 


) Swtige: wervves Jayrees 


Many top games are now being re-released at budget 
Prices. VWe make sure you don’t miss any of therm! 


J Sari Cons i: ens 


> Tine Jatect srenw= 


Mew products, game previevwvs, industry interviewrs, 


)Y SFeCnnIcel wel 


On music, “aahitie qouditialeiain, games, art and more — 
all the background you need to getting the very best 


) BASIC pregrannmnningy 
Learn how to use your machine's built-in programming 


...and there’s much, much more! 


se nhie> eee Leen nine 
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Mega meg(a-), very big, 100% Sega 
Mega Drive, comin’ at ya on Thursday 
| 17 September (that’s soon). Magazine 
designed for all serious Sega games- 
players. aka: the mag with the most, 
The guide to Mega Drive and 
beyond... Slogan: Got a SNES? That’s 
you stuffed then. Philosophy: to be the 
| best. From the makers of Amstrad 
Action comes the ultimate guide to 16- 
bit Sega gamesplaying: essential news, 
in-depth reviews, gamesplaying guides 
and dirty cheats. Be part of it. 











Another five pages of technical stuff 
for you this month, with a PowerPace 
tutorial, a review of MicroDesicn ane 
more. Write to: TECHNICAL FORUM, 
Amstrad Action, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 


| am having considerable problems 
with two programs from recent cover: 

HH stapes. First of all PowerPage, which | 
have transferred to disk as dwected. | type 
RUN"DISC and after selecting from the menu, all | 
can get is the message “Drive A: disc missing”. | 
have even sent to Ablex for a copy of the cover- 
tape on disc and the result is the same. 

Secondly GPaint on the May covertape. | can- 
not get the program to print on my LC 20. When 
| select the appropriate icon and choose either 
normal or reverse printing, the screen goes red 
and the number 4/619 appears in the top left: 
hand corner. I'm getting desperate: please help. 
Philip Powell 
Bolton 








No problem! First of all, PowerPage: this 
program speeds up the disk drive so 

that loading takes less time. About 10% 
of drves can't cope with this speed. and it 
sounds like yours is one of them. Simply press 
“Ss” on the orange title screen to Keep the ask 
drive at its normal speed. GPaint is less easily 
solved: red faces all round, |'m afraid, because 
somewhere in the process the printing routine 
got corrupted causing #t to crash spectacularly, 
To make amends, the corrected files are on this 
months coveriape. 


=> | have written to you on 10 previous 
| occasions and none of my letters have 
been published: however this letter ts 
o =eremeé importance as its outcome may well 
Team Se life or death of a fanzine-to-be, Impact. | 
Saw becc that a DTP package can take about 
Self an Sow to print out one full Ad page. As I'm 
7 goe 2 eet access to a photocopier or a 
OMmtrse gress, « means that | will have to print 
gar af De teres, so | would like to know if this is 
Tw. 

Aceres 7 

Sao Trert 











Sorry, it’s quite true. The exact time 
| vanes according to how much blank 
ee space there iS on your page and how 
your printer operates, bul 30 minutes is a fair 
estimate. To be honest, printing out every single 
page on your printer 1s a crazy Wea: you'll wear 
out expensive ribbons ike there's no tomorrow, 
and if you're unlucky your printer head could give 
out (costing up to £80 to repair). Do the sensible 
thing: go down to your newsagents and buy a 
copy of Exchange & Mart, which has plenty of 
adverts for cheap mail-order photocopying ser- 
wices. You know it makes sense. 


. AND ANOTHER 
ONE 





I'm hoping you will answer my ques- 
F§6=>. tions: because | am trying to start a 
He diisk fanzine. 

1. Is there any way to use drawings done on 





Advanced Art Studio in BASIC? 


2. Which PD library should |! write to for 
supersonic, the music program? 

3. Is there any shorter way to make text files 
than having to use the PRINT command all the 
time? 

| will send you a copy of the first issue of my 
disk fanzine when it's finshed. 

Patrick Morrissey 
lreland 


It's good to see that AA’s fanzine series 
is encouraging people to start ther own 
MS fanzines! Anyway, the answers: 

1. Uncompressed pictures can be loaded by 
LOAD “flename”,&CO00. You'll have to set the 
inks up yourself, 

2. SuperSonic was on AA's August covertape 
lissue 83). If you don't have a copy, order a back 
issue for £2.50. 

3. Well, to create a text fle the best way is to 
use a word-processor which can create ASCH 
files (Protext is your best bet). You can then view 
it from a BASIC program as follows: 

1000 OPENIN"filename” 

1010 WHILE NOT EOF 

1020 LINE INPUT #9,aS 


1030 PRINT a5 

1040 WEND: CLOSEIN 

You might want to put in extra lines to pause 
if a key iS pressed, etc. 


EXPANSION 
QUESTIONS 

1, My 664 uses BASIC 1.1 so does it 
os contain the 6178's 40025 chip? if it 
Ms does, then why doesn't CP/M Plus run 
on my machine? 

2. How many peripherals can | have hanging 
off the back of my CPC? I'm thinking of buying a 
3.5" disc drive, ROM-box and Multiface 2. 

3. Do Stop Press and X-Press use all three of 
the AMX mouse’'s buttons, as my present mouse 
only seems to use its leit button? 

4. ts there any way from BASIC of accessing 
the extra 64k of the memory pack without using 
the supped bank switching software?’ 

5. Finally, how do you load compressed Art 
Studio files in BASIC or machine code? 

Eddie Ballinger 


Dunfermline 
@ !. The 664 ROM is shehtly different to 
mm the 40025. There are two things tripping 
Ge CP/M Plus up: one is a slight difference 
in the keyboard scanning roulines, and another is 
the fact that the first thing CP/M Plus does is 
check for a 6128 ROM. If anything else is found, 
an error message is displayed. However, your 
dn'Tromes memory expansion manual contains 
details on how to adapt CP/M Plus (pages 3-23 
ta 3-25), 

2. Your above shopping fist will work quite 
happily on your 664 - my own 664 setup includes 
all the above and works perfectly weil, 

3. Stop Press uses all three mouse buttons. 

4. Not easily. if you enter MEMORY &3FFF, 
then you can switch in any of the extra four 
banks of 16k into the memory range between 
&4000 and &7FFF by OUT &7F00,4&C4 (for the 
frst bank), OUT &/F00,4C5 (for the second), 
etc. OUT &/F00,2C0 restores the normal setup. 
But if you want to do anything except PEEK and 
POKE, you'll have to use the supplied software. 
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 TEGHNIGAL FORUM QU) 





: 1 } 
| é i 1 i a wal | a r a ; 
a ie a F F a F ie Pir if 1 rh > rT i F fF ] Pitt - i f i 
. i Lt le re io | t ae A nal F i f ried wt. ru a! i f TMT =| F 
| i 
: Br Ph me Pith. , | Pe ae ® = E oT oer 7 Fd oP) owe ar as at " fog ri Ws r " 
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i f ‘ Wil DF ORT Pa { i fae j f 
rOwever, Sou you want [0 save space, th AS faf aS Frotex! foes ve you Sef up iw 
TYPE RiCcL_HTEeR TOW yey | F[ he ri jie ff fT ey f) )Pe 7 PF cir fry aa te port one ¥ 2 ar = ral ‘ Se 7 no ; ' 
i , | . = | 7 ray ul - ral a! ATCT Te Pre iW) FPaLere yt r| i i fi I eT wT La pe tr aS ’ oy j att ger Te a Hy er 
| , 4 pypty ay F f 


expanded 464 and is having difficulties getting #t a 6 Set eee ete es your document Dy 


Side B: Load up the program “PROTYPE™ and 





ater MEMORY HIMEM, ii line 170 to MEMORY ) upgrade my 464 
HIMEM- . in ines 720 to 240, the BASH syntax att sick cree 64k RAM 


IFONT,"x*,"font name” is not possible and so it expansion. | have already gota Multlace andwas THIS COMPUTER 
wil have to be. altered to something like: wondering if it is possible to attach the dick dre ES maprytantl 
font$="x": fontnameS="font name: — ts on to the back of mv Multi } 


FONT. #tont$. Montnames a exe? eh : ee . igh : sit > T ‘ 
Side A (for use with Protext): Load “PCONFIG" isi elaine ani Lp apes nad i olin 
CONT” from fine 120. control codes on Protext (e.g. large) and then go : 





“CONFIG. BAS". Replace ine 10 with: 10 a$="DRI- mal Oru few moments and then red H's aopear., | 
VER_EG*-IPRINTER,@a$ . When run, it should now Simon Biggs rus of is it easdy correctable? if 
load up the fonts and perform as specified in the Hampshire P Brown 
manual. Luton 





a i r 

; ii ped wert] ff , Py djplgda. r F i | Pee i . é Passe pri ry r Te Ni 
rT Pra 5 ? - / =i F Pl ae # li 

AA: Thank 1S a lot: | Can persona ally youth aoe CApee i ‘ D . / ‘Ler aC iLAL TN je 

' ; F - . ri fot my. oe + 2 ta d L i w e F a 
that Paul's letter was printed with Protype Multdace (w e ask drve aft the back) my (bemgn) virus e 
F i - . Beal ae | rT F Ps ret, “4 pm ft jf eo har! oo, Fue > # fei Pe Let oe thy 5. 4 i ae air ie | ‘i rie i cer or 

and looks very smart! rie i ae Fa i a Ph Gee # ial am (a a i - ri ! I 2. J La i ‘ ye are 

lor @ KAM expanse | understand that HA Cracrming Scene ao Tew years af0 and is NOW virT 


| ried everything to transfer my AA covertape: ATES ncdentaiy, the reason i recommend dcs. [hey dont cause physica! damage to your 
on my 6128 Plus, and now [ve solved the prob- REC is because they've always undertaken 2 mouter. and 4 weh unknown or 
lem of tape/disk transfer on modified 6128 repairs I've thrown ther way guickly. cheaply and bits. such as the CPC. The actual danger of suc! 
Pluses Follow the metructions in the transfer pro- ; 
gram, but remember we Plus owners have a 
manual REMote switch, i.e. a finger and our ears! 
Press PLAY then amy key to start, and when the 
tignal stops after each block, press PAUSE on 
the tape deck and count to 10 between each 
PowerPage)! Good luck, this works 100% for me. , 
Only me! ALEX VAN DANIM here again 
CALL GIRL with that section of Tecwie Forum set aside 
apr: EBA00- pas vip pcm doted- | for questions from people who are still 
bons. just getting to grips with computing. 
ertaber tote ce,” fare Confused by hex? Lost in BASIC? Then I'm 
CALL £BCA7: shuts the sound chip up. here waiting to hear from you. Send your 
Sip Fs Pa ead hid oer 0 a i beginners’ queries to: ASK ALEX, Amstrad 
6128), Finally, this little routine resets the TIME Action, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon 
sapeyted a<£A000 TO £ADO8: READ b: POKE BAI 2BW. Hest asssured, lll do my very 
a.b: NEXT a ee eg a 
20 DATA 
£71 400,000,011 ,£00,£00,£03,010,480 
Rachel Lucas 


TVVENTY QUES- tional software or word processors on the 3.5 inch 
| drive if | was to buy one for my Amstrad 6128 Plus? 


Would any 3.5 inch drive work @ it was attached to 
Petrick Donaghey of County Derry is 
my computer, of is a 5.25 inch dre better, and 


intrigued by a few of the products he's | | 

i why? Please try and answer all the questions, the 
PARLEZ- aan oT ae ee mag is great.” 
FRANCAIS 
| have a French penpal who doesn't understand 
English. | preter to send my letters to him as little 
BASIC programs but, unt a few days ago, | wat 
stumped as to how to print letters with accents 
on. As Ive solved it | thought fd share the solv- 
ton for anyone with the tame problem. Type this =» 





“| would tke to know something about a 
=m VMultface 2. Also 3.5 inch Gok drives and 
what they are capable of. What do ROM and ROM- 
DOS mean? What is a “6 socket” and what does if 
do? Adam Peters is a real wally and needs his head 
examined (too right - Alex). Can you get educa- 


\ Phew! | don't think I've ever had to many ques- 
Pe ee ee a 
Multface 2 it a copying device that lets you put 
tape games onto disk. NM wont be so much ute to 
you, because as a 6128 Plus owner all your games 
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are on disk, but for 464 owners who upgrade to 
disk it lets them load their original games more 
quickly. Romantic Robot, the makers, are selling 
off their last stocks now so you'll have to hurry if 

Sorry Patrick, but the software companies don't 
cell their programs on 3.5 inch disk because all 
CPC owners with disk drives have a 3 inch drive, 
while only a few of those have 3.5 inch drives too - 
so i's not worth the bother for you. A few PD 
Ebraries can copy their software onto 3.5 inch 
disks for you, though. 5.25 inch drives were quite 
popular a few years ago, but now that 3.5 inch is 
more of a standard on expensive (over-priced) 
computers like $Ts and Amigas, the effect has 
trickled down to us Amstrad users and 5.25 inch 
drives aro quite rare. It's probably better to go for 
a 3.5 inch drive, then: any drive advertised for the 
CPC will work with your Plus as long as you tell the 
company what computer you have. 

A ROM is a silicon chip which contains a pro- 
gram, usually a serious one like a word-procetsor 
or programming language. They don't hold much 
lonly 16k), but the best thing about them is that the 
program is ready fo go as soon as you switch on - 
mo more waiting for it to load! To be able to fit 
ROMs to your computer, you need a ROM board 
efech plugs into the back of the machine. What 
you've seen advertised is a “six socket ROM-board™ 
which lets you plug in six ROMs, (Some let you plug 
im eeght, bot for most users this isnt much use as 
the computer will have reserved the extra two for 
the dick system and BASIC anyway). Finally, ROM- 
DOS is one of the programs you can get on ROM. ht 
lets you use a 3.5 inch disk drive to its full poten- 
tial, with each disk holding a massive BOOK. Really 
good, except there are loads of programs in per- 
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suading programs to co-operate with its extra facil- 
res. 


VIORE DISK DRI- 
WES! 

Pauline Smith Is a 464 Plus owner wanting 
to upgrade. 


> “| bought a 464 Plus last year - |! got it origi- 
as nally for the kids to use but | found they 
couldn't be bothered waiting for it to load, so | 
thought that maybe | could add a disk drive. | am 
told that | need a DDI-1 interface, that it must be 
modified, and that | need a “widget”. What | know 
about the working of a computer you could fit on 
the back of a stamp and also have room for the 
complete works of Shakespeare, to | hope you can 
help? 


it is confusing, isn't # Pauline? There are two 
ms problems with fitting a disk drive to the 464 
Pius (which, as you've heard, must be a DDI-] 
model: other disk drives don't have the interface 
you need), one being that the connectors on the 
Pius are different (which is why you need a “widget” 
or adaptor), the other that # needs a few alter- 
ations to work on your Plus. What I'd suggest is that 
you buy a DD] interface and drive from some- 
where (try the AA Small Ads, they're cheaper than 
buying new), then ‘phone around the Pius special- 
ists for a few quotes on adapting ff. It's quite a 
simple operation, so if you get charged over ten 
quid you're being ripped off! Three numbers to try: 
REC Systems Design (081 552 8900), WAVE (0229 
870000), and Dartsma (081 317 1170 evenings). 
Good luck, and let me know how you get on! 








TECHNICAL 


™ command: 

KEY 0,CHRS(160); KEY 1,CHRS(161): KEY 
2,CHRS(162) 

Then, whenever you want to add an accent 
into a ine to be printed, insert this sequence: the 
CTRL-V, and CTRL-B. For the accent, press SHIFT 
and \. (backslach) for a grave accent, (0 for a cir- 
cumflex, {1 for an acute accent and {2 should 
you need an umlaut (good for those with German 





SUBLIMINAL 
MESSAGES? 
Users of Arnor's excellent Maxam 1.5 will find a 
Type }QWXCL and all wil be revealed: shame 
they never got around to writing the promised 
features! 

Dave Brooks 

Hexham 





AA: A quick look at some other ROMs sug- 
gests that users of the original Amstrad 
serial interface could try typing IROM- 
CAT,&FFFF. Anyone else discovered any 
fun hidden features? 


IN AND OUT 
| have 2 6128 Plus which has been modified to 
accept tape loading. One problem | encountered 
is that the new BASIC doesn't teem to support 
the commands | had on my old 6128, [TAPE.IN, 
TAPE.OUT, IDISC.IN and IDISC.OUT. After a short 
lowing solution. Type in and run the following 

10 FOR izZAFOO TO BAF 14: READ aS 

20 POKE i, VAL("£"+a$): NEXT 

30 DATA DD,4E,00,D0,46,01,00,5€,07 

40 DATA 0D,56,03,00,6€,04,00,66,05 

50 DATA ED,B0,c9 

This routine is a simple memory copy pro- 
gram, accessed by CALL LAFOO, location to copy 
to, location to copy from, number of bytes. To 
up the Plus for tape or disk operation, copy the 
right part of the jumpblock to a safe place in 
then copy the original jumpblock back. A bit 
complicated, but easy when you get the hang of 
it. The INPUT jumpblock consists of 21 bytes 
from £8C77, and 3 from &BC9B. The OUTPUT 
jumpblock consists of 15 bytes from LBC8C. As 
an example, this will emulate [TAPE.OUT: 

TAPE 

CALL ZAFOO.2AFI5,28C6C,15 

iO1ISC 

CALL GAFOO 2BC8C £AF15,15 
Heckmondwike, W. Yorks 


AA: Good to see people getting to grips 
with the Plus machines! Edmond’s routine 
pl seta ee sing ic ed alt escapee 


BAFOO,&C000,£6000,&4000 to get it back 
again. 
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| must adrut fm a bit of a con- 
| puter dunce - Ive only had my 

Me = Amstrad a few weeks - but Ive 
managed to load the AA covertapes fine up 
untl now using my son's cassette recorder 
though, | tried transferring the programs on 
one of my old tapes to disk. Everything 
seemed to work fine... except that | can't get 
to load from the disk! [ve tried 
seems to work. What's gone wrong? 














Nothing's gone wrong, Rachel, A's just 

that software is loaded quite differently 

GE trom disk! For a start, most of the pro- 
when you type RUN” (or CTRL+ENTER) when 
program it comes to - the menu. Files are stored 
differently on disk, though - there's no start and 
finish to a disk, so you can't get the computer to 
have to do is type RUN"MENU™. This will bring up 
the menu screen, and you'll be able to choose 


ve got 4 6128 and ah gh 
don't mind loading the covertapes 
from tape, | prefer disks. The trou- 
routine on the tape and, while many of the 
files transfer property, some don't. I've tried it 
happening. There can't be anything wrong 
with my equipment, can there, or nothing 
would transfer at all? 

Solihull 








ie 
ble is, [ve ted using the ta 





to me as if you're using a tape recorder 
WE without » REM socket To transfer soft- 
ware reliably, your 6128 needs to be able to 
ing a file from tape, then saving it to disk. if the 
fer is happening, the tape player is half way 
through the next file before the CPC is ready to 
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128k disk only * £11.99 (enhancer only), 
£29.99 (with original MicroDesign) « 
Campursoft, 16 Slatefield St, Gallowgate, 
Glasgow G31 1UA 


Blasts from the Past (number one in a series): 
remember the original MicroDesign? Although 
feted by some as a DIP package, its lack of fea 
tures wi Some areas (parbcularly text entry) made 
producing any sort of serious fanzme with it a 
slog. Peter Campbell, an MD enthusiast, got 
together with programmer Jess Harpur to try and 
remedy some of the problems: the result was the 
“Plus” enhancer 

f you buy the version containing the ongmal 
program, two disks are suppbed. The first con 


tans WacroDesign itsell, and the second 
MicroDesign Plus. installabon 6 a sunple 


process, only involving running the “INSTALL’ 
program from the Plus disk and swapping disks 
twice. From then on, the updated program can 
be run by RUN'DISC". 

MicroDesign itself is primarily a graphics edit 
ing program which can be set to use one of three 
sizes of page: upright A4, sideways Ad, and the 
high resoluben “strip” format. All the features 
you'd expect are there, such as fil area, draw 
Ines, text (jour sizes are available)... However, 
don't think that the text opton is surtable for typ 
ing in an article: to move from one ine to the 
next, the cursor must be manually repostioned. 
Simiariy, no text formatting optons (such as 
word-wrap, justify or centring) are offered. 

The program uses the strange concept of full 
size and half-size pmels. This basecally means 
that any ine, crcle or whatever that you draw 5 
twice as chunky as it need be, as MODE | size 
oxels are used. It is possible to restore them to 
the correct resolution by using Zoom mode, but 
this can be awkeward due to the fact that you 
cant scrof the area bemg edited. Another major 
feature is “icon” operation, which allows you to 
load in a set of small pictures to be sunply 
placed on the page or used as fill patterns 
These are also used to create headlines (numer- 
ous fonts aré suppbhed), and although the fonts 
are extremely well-designed and look impressive 
when placed on the screen, the lack of any auto- 
matic centring and the need to poston letters 
individually make them quite fiddly to draw. 

The filing menu is well molemented, wth fea 
tures new to MicroDesign Plus including user and 
drive change. The Pls version supports ROM 
DOS, MS800, BigBonzo and other extended 
formats, which is a huge mprovement over the 
original for those with 3.5" drives, Another 
improvement, as the program disables CTRL- 
SHFTESC, 5 a soft reset option. The Pius 
enhancer, a separate program, can be loaded 
from this menu. If you have a page in memory, if 
must be saved before accessing the new pro 


gota 





ef ani 

So oobons are avadable from the mam menu, 
the two mam ones bemg file conversion and cus 
tormse. The latter of these is more easily dealt 
with: it lets you select a onnter driver from JEM, 
Epson or the new wuserdefhned opton, and 
change the colours of the mam program. Just as 


weil, 
awtul, 

The file conversion menu has sm optons. 
These allow you to reduce or enlarge a prew 
ously Saved page area, reverse the mks in sucha 
fle, and change a normal 17k binary screen file 
OR fie sutable for loading into 
MacroDesipn (no matter which mode the orignal 
was in). A further opton gives compatibikty with 
stop Press/PowerPage cutouts (allowing access 
to the huge range of PD clip art avadable), as well 
as Stop Press pages. Ths permits deckcated 

ers of Stop Press to print thew pages with the 

far supenor printing faciities in MicroDesign 

The one remaimng opbon is that to convert a 
text file into a .DR file: a necessity for fanzne edi 
tors. A whole host of ophons are available for the 
sizing of the .DR filels) produced, as well as the 
welcome ability to have any size of text you like 
m any standard font. However, text formatting 
must be performed by your word-processor, and 
as for automatically flowing text around graphics 
or use proportonal spacing: forget it. 


really, because the default colours are 


mo @ 


Fmally, two other programs are worth a mer- 
tion. Goldmark Systems’ Page Printer gives 


MicroDesign the ureque ability to print out pages 
on 24-om printers, and as such makes the two an 
essential combenation for 74-om owners. The 
other program is the forthcoming update to 
MicroDesign Pius itself, with even more improve 
ments promised: upgrades will be available for a 
reasonable fee, so that people can feel happy 
buying the existing version rather than warting for 
the new version 


GOOD NEWS 

Superb printing facilities 

User-friendly menu system 

BAD NEWS 

Headlines fiddly to design § VERDICT 81% 





cee eee ee ee a ae ee 
ferent programming language each month 


Part 1: BASIC 

Chances are, # you know 4 programming lar- 
guage, you know BASIC. The mos popular 
language of them all has been around since the 
late 605, but ft only really gained prommence 
when Bill Gates and Paul Allen (better known as 
Microsoft, who now rake in millions with PC progs 
euch as Windows 3) wrote a version for the first 


ever micro, the Altair. The micro explosion of the 
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st D r | i) Tey ve i sieps 0 ! a iQ) cree + iar art of ij 
Mm and press COPY. ihen move the cursor 


around 2 rt: the ine follows the cursor wherever 
Ss Technique i$ Known aS fmuDder-panc 

LOPY agamn fixes the ime 
position, leaving you free to do somethung else 


: ac oe [eee le fe eeeic) Sew 
r > ee Crores 7 | Lf tt hd a i 


rectang ies C ary be rien wet oan dec f vi 
gies, use SHIFT and COPY, and for elipses, 
SHIFT and TAB. When you try to draw an elfp 
the rubber-Danded 
Dont worry about thes 


. ~+| : . i - 
OF The rectangee just 35 SOON a5 


shape will stil be a rectangie 
ine einose wil a0pear i 
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y other mmmediste Keypresses you need fo 
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know are [Ag (to plot a pont), and CIRL and 


Avge = Gertie Pure. 
Craw 2 Siigie-ane Dor- 


Let's say you want to 
der around your page f(a necessity for 


- it Fe ee I a bie - 1 Bigs ae ir ba] 
professeonaHooking DIF pages). Move to the 


bottom left comer of the screen, making sure 

er , “i ‘ie a, j 

hat ¢@ doesnt scroll, and press COPY. Move ur 

to the too leit corner of the screen, and press 
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COPY agamn. The first ine is feed m place. You 


can now draw sunmar ines on ths 
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when these three have 


screen to the 
and from there to the bottom nent 


Deen drawn, draw 
ef the c 
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on The Owe paris age - 10 Pe at these, 


move t bottom of the screen and hold down 


SHIFT and cursor down to cause the page to 


earn 


t ikke to save thes page border for 
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Hod down CTRL, and use cursor leit and 
ght Block on the 
ssi to “Fie”. Then (still hold- 
¢ COPY. The disk drive will 


churn around a Bt, and you wil be 


bar 
cursor right to move the hight 
menu bar from 


ha 1 Fis p *TE | rs 
ie CT! CIRL) o 


ath a St of opbons 
by the fiename you want to sa 
(e.g. BORDER). Dont 
remove the PowerPage disk, msert the ask you 
want to save onto, and then press ENTER. After 
youll De prompted to 
ask. hes can be reloaded im future 


Mur - & 
iM #55 


Saviig, 
PowerPage 
using 2 Summer procedure, bul pressmeg L (ior 
Load, 


F F Tat. 7 
Wnce youve got 


funy enough). 
the hang of the menu bar, 


oags more opbons are avasaine (0 you. Ihe 


lot or print the page (A5 
bal letter of the opbon 
RETURN te 


men, trie Blac Fi 


) £0 Dack to The menu Dar ae 
Menu, 
when you have defined a rectangle “re g SHIFT 
and COPY) but haven't fxed tt yet 
drawing the rectangle. Block operations a 
inside ft as a Stop 
Presscompatible cho art file (the Cut option) 
reverse the colours of the block, erase or black 


verbcally or horizontally 


fe avai 


ame to save the area 


out the block, or fio if 


NO “wove DIOCK Tunchon iS avasape (Inere are 
irruts to what you can ft mto 64k, you know), but 
an alternative way is to save a piece of clip art 


yung the C jf Oot 


Ley: fe pure 
ing ang feed irom 


another 
“The Import meny 
‘T hes menu lets you mport any standard font 
hose that come with the Advanced Art 
for text, wrech wel 
bad nm a peece of chp art m CU format (erthes 
saved as above, or by Stop Press: there are two 
example preces of chp art on the disc, LONG 
SHIP.CUT and FRAME.CUT), of load mn a standard 
l/k screen fle (import Picture). Before 


Se ' “- in al Li » Las + 
montis mstament, you gu ine tO load he 


deal with next bme, 


heat 

for | ar i oP ae a fe £z re :] Li Hs, Fa a ae | 
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MIND YOUR LANGUAGE 
good programs cant be written in BASIC, though: in 
fact, a recent PC version of the language (Visual 
BASIC, an moplementaton without ine numbers) is 
recommended by Microsoft for thote wanting to 
develop high-powered Windows applic ations. 

CPC owners are lucky in being blessed with an 


50s brought with @ huge popularity as almost all 
machines came with a built-in version of the lan- 
guage. 6 that many young computer owners cut 
thew programming teeth on it. 

BASIC § 6(Beginners' All-purpose §3=— Symbolic 
netruction Code) is sunple and easy to learn. Each 
ine of instructions has a “line number” in front of i, 
wth the lowest numbered line being executed first, 
then the second lowest, etc. Commands are in 
easy-ith English, to whereas you would ute 
“ertel to print a message on the screen from 
Pascal, BASIC uses “PRINT’. This is not to say that 


excellent version of BASIC. Locomotive BASIC is 
fast, pretty much bug-free and offers features (such 
as WINDOWing) not usually found on 8-ba BASIC: at 
also interfaces well wth machine code, which is 
essential for professional programs. And machine 
code it what we look at next month... 





Press 5S (for Save). followed 





™ player than has 2 REM socket. (These are the 
sockets that let you switch the tape recorder on 
and off from a switch on an external microphone 
ing leads you use with the 6128 have a REM lead 
(they should have, anyway - if not, check with 
your supplier), 


MULTI-LOAD 

VLAY HESVi! 

Why won't Defenders of the Earth 

| transfer to disk? [ve tned every- 
thing and it just won't work. You 

st Tega b F oa t in the magazine, 









bee Roberts 
Cambridge 


The boys on Amstrad Action have got 
HE is that Defenders of the Earth is a multi- 
load game. This means that the program itreff is 
loaded first of all and it loads other files as it 
needs them. So, for example, when you get to 
the end of Level 1, the machine might have to 
ably invent their own ‘loaders’ for these extra 
files to make thom load faster. (A ‘loader’ simply 
transfers a file fromm tape or disk to the machine's 
memory.) These work fine from tape (as in this 
though the files that make up the game would 
transfer to disk, the game still wouldn't work - 
the programmers special loaders would be ‘con- 
fused’ by the change to dick. That's why if you 


TAPES WON'T 

WORK! 

| always buy Amstrad Action every 

month, but Im gong to stop 
Me =e unless | get a tape that loads! | 
keep returning them to Ablex, but the replace 

Action, get your ect togettien 

Marc Hughes 

Aberdeen 











Well Marc, I've taken a look at the tape 

you sent in with your letter, and | can't 

find anything wrong with it - it loads fine 

on my 464! I've spoken to the boys on AA and 
they tell me that 95°% of the tapes people send 
back to the office don't appear to have anything 
R's far more likely, Marc, that you've got a 
check is to see whether it loads other tape soft- 
ware. if it doesn't, there's your answer. If it does, 
try out the tips printed in tape pages before 
© One final thing - DONT send faulty tapes back 
to the Amstrad Action offices. They don't keep 
returned to Ablex. The address is printed both in 
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You’‘ve got all your 
pages together: now 
what? In the final 
part of our DTP/ 
fanzine series, 
ADANI PETERS taliks 
printing anc 
distribution... 


So how do you gel your magazine 
duphcated? The easiest way 15 to get it photo 
copied. You might be able to get this done for 
free (e.g. at your own or your parent's work 
Mace, when ese 15 around), otherwise 
youll need to hunt out a commercial photocopy: 


ng Sérice @ iocal iDrary of 


OHOrne 


wen ~as 
Prontapy sais place. 
The good thing about photocopying is that 
you can run off a small handful rt comes at a 
time, 50 yOu dont need to produc 
any more han you BhOw you 
can shift. f you're confident 
of bemg able to sell 100 
Or more COIS, 
howe, i wal prods 


bly be better to get 200 


COPIES COST 










£101.64 
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magazine format 
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ddfterent football 


aro nd 100 


and they haven't put the prices 


lanzines, 
up since March last year (see table). 

Agit Press (5; Ua! Lane, Leeds) 
Part of an anarchist cofective that also runs a 
record lapel. Very cheap prices, though the print 
ing can be a bit crap. Happy with low print nun: 

Catford ee Contre (08) 
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the magazine pro- 3000s: £113.96 
fessionally printed. 400 £126.28 
: 500) £138.60 
Take a loon out 
Peis 1000 «£205.70 
the orice table on 


37.0p 2.4p option! these people are happy with print rur 
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: 5000 £654.50 
this page. This is 


an example of the 
cheapest printing 
rates youre lkely to 
find — the higher print 
runs «are mcluded {o 
snow now the price per 
copy crops The More copes you 
oroduce. 700 is the lowest print run 
at a particular printers (others go lower, Dut 
most ‘posh’ printers wouldnt consmer anythung 
below 5O)), 

Ihe cheapest you can get an A4 copy (single 
sided) done for commercially is around /p. A 32 
page AS magazine consists of eight Ad sheets 
printed on both sides (i.e. sixteen Ad sues). 
16x7p=£1.12 per magazine. So 100 copies of a 
32-page A5 fanzme would cost £112 to produce 
via photocopymng. You'd then have to worry about 


These prices: Juma Printing « 0742 f We 

720915 , 

The above prices include delivery, but On your 

not collating and stapling (which is 

charged at £4.90 per 100 mags, if 
required) 
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printers (Prontapnnt, Kall Kwik 


a j f 
- oe all my 
yer, Pe Vi CT [ 


, etc) or the frst 
printer you can find in Yellow Pages. An average 
printer would Quote you Two or Tiree times the 
prices we've given here. a handful of 


in fanzines, and 


here are 
printers around that speciause 
these offer pnces far below the norm 

Give any of these four companies a ning for 
iner latest orice 
ings for groovy extras such as 


st (wmcn wall also show Cost 
cOMOured paper, 


Covers, Card covers, etc): 


dong qurte a lot of 
superior quality. Also offer the cheapest FULL 
COLOUR printing for fanzines that we know of 


To Soc i ‘ 7 Poe ’ 
comes, but the printing is of 


® if you're producing a fanzine on 
your CPC send a copy to AA by 

November 15th and we'll include 
you in our upcoming fanzines 


round-up. 
® Got any queries about fanzines 
or DTP? Write to: Fanzines Clinic, 
Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon 

| BAl 2BW. 





Selling the magazine 


So how do you sell your little Xerox beastie? It's not 
easy. The best way to sell a large number of copies 
is to go and stand somewhere a large number of 
potential buyers are likely to congregate. Some 
types of fanzine have more opportunities to sell like 
thes than others 

HW you're running a football fanzine, it's very easy. 
Football matches represent a regular gathering 
place of thoutands of potential punters. With a music 
fanzine, i's alto quite easy. Just go and stand out- 
ade any relevant concerts. nobbling the audience of 
their way in or out (or both). Computer fanzine folk 
have a slightly harder time of it. The only large gath- 
ering of the tribes would be a computer show. 


tober 1997 


AMSTRAD ACTION «©: 


Though there are quite a few of these coming up this 
autumn (Gamesmaster Live, Future Entertainment 
Show), people that go to computer shows arent used 
to being accosted by fanzine sellers in the same way 
that footie fans and gig-goers are? And how can you 
tell which machine a certain indrvidual has got’ You 
could end up spending all day outside the show and 
not selling a single copy. 

Another way to sell your magazine is to persuade 
a relevant shop (record shop, computer games shop, 
etc) to sell @. They'll expect a commission though: at 
least 10p a copy, possibly up to as much as 50% of 
the cover price. 

The most common, easiest and popular method 


of flogging a fanzine is through the post. You can't 
really sell a vast amount of copies through this 
method, but with a lot of publicity you can probably 
build it up to a couple of hundred. 

Publicity? Well you could start by sending a copy 
to AA - we'll be domg a big round up of CPC-pro- 
duced mags in a couple of month's Gme. Then you 


could try taking out classified ads in relevant high 
street magazines. 

Domg a fanzine is hard work, and youre more 
likely to lose money than make #, but M's great fun. 
it's just as much fun putting together a magazine 
with 35 readers as one with 35,000. So stop thinking 


about @ - do 
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3rd DRIVE 


Allows, toro 8 drives to connect to the 6178 (not Pls) or 644. Switch 
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one adopter 15 needed not one for each 
|. Not needed for our 3° dives. 
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The best oll round dick tility ovodable for the CPC inckudes 
PROCOPY (disk to disk) FREE! 


} AVATAR, 39 CROSSFELL ROAD, LEVERSTOCK GREEN, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD HP3 8R6 | 
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ae Credit Cards ta taken 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Mewv 
Libraries 


GD PO has only been open for a month or 60 and 
already has an impressive list of software within 
it's library. The librarians, Dave, and his wife, Ged 
Lawton are also looking into software swapping 
overseas. What's mora, they charge a mere 35p 
per disk side, The address fb: 49 Woodville, 
Barnstaple, N. Devon EX3] 2AY. 

Also opened recently ii Sleepwalker PD, mun 
by 3 certain Joe Moulding (Mouldy PD would be 
plain silly). Joe claims that a lot of the software 
featured within the library is written by himself, in 
fact | have already seen a taster of his program- 
ming talents and it is of quite high quality. 
Software is supplied on tape and disk for just 50p 
per two tides. Write at once to: 9 Meeting House 


Gratuitous 





-™ wink Tt oA 


| eS Fee 
MON  SSUeEN 


The latest issue of Tim Bs 
stonking fanzine, Artificial Intelligence, is a tpe- 
cial 32-page anniversary eve, with reviews of 
about 80 (yes Mrs Simpkins, that's eight-oh) PD 
disks, together with all the utual teeh top quality 
features. For your free sample copy, send £1.00 
(to cover grouting costs) plut a amped 
addressed envelope, to: Tim Blackbond, 19 Lee 
Street, Liversedge. West Yorks WFI5 60DZ. 
Enclose a blank disk and you might even get 
tome free software too (maybe). Go on, write that 
letter: you know you want to... 


Guliam 
cleans the 
street 


Matt Gullam, the librarian behind Presto PD has 
decided to re-organise the complete [ibrary. 
removing all the crap software. This includes the 
slideshows and bugged software. The new library 
looks very impressive, and it's nice to see a librar- 
ian putting a lot of work into a library's quality as 
opposed to size for a change. For the new cata- 
logue, send an SAE to: Presto PD, 1 Pembroke 
Close, The Mount, Par, Cormwall PL24 ZBT. 
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Ey up, here’s TIM BLACKBOND with all the 
latest public domain newvs and revievwvs... 


by Richard Fairhurst 
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Here’s one I ssseneien earlier... 


It's very easy to create a page using PowerPage 
128. Tim B and his chum Rob Smith knocked an 
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COMPUTER REPAIRS 


* AMSTRAD AUTHORISED « 








Quality Assured! 
* Fixed price repairs on many machines Amstrad 464 £37.00 
* Over 2500 square foot engineering complex | amstrad 6198 £41.00 (extra if disk drive 
* Top quality technicians at your Cisposal | needs complete 
#* All work warranted replacement) 
® Fast turnaround All monitors £15.00 Diagnostic charge 
* Simply post or hand deliver your machine plus Quote 


and we € will do the rest Others P.O.A. 


WTS Ehect Lid reserve the right to refuse mechenes thet in | 
ae serie we! nrrond neaonente repeat Full chara aocdees Pieate supply evening and daytime telephone numbers 


Tel: 0582 491949 (4 lines) 
WTS Electronics Ltd, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds LU4 BEZ 


¥ 0 











Mm T m me We iran 


T ore moving ui from 8-bit 
the peachy nt always r : een 


éver happened fo the Ams: 
Hf you havent got 4y MULTI 


2 with a fab DISCOUNT while you can! | Now HAL F_p 
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lorder a MULTIFACE 2 tor cPpc 464) 16128 oo £34.95 or for CPC :+ Cl enese £34. 95 
RODOS(_Jeees0 £14.95 RODOS XTRAL\eee5 £4.95 INSIDER(_|e+<s £7.95 | - 
| |enclose a cheque/PO/cash tor £.............. of debit my Access/Visa No | | Card Exp.....s000000 


PLUS P&P per tem: UK / Europe £2 Overseas £3 


| Name/address... 














ROMANTIC ROBOT, 54 Deanscroft Ave, London NW9 8EN @ 24 hrs & mzm 081-200 8870 B AA 


ADVENTURE and DANGE 


in this month's Mountain Biking UK 2 
Bungie Jumping = 0n a Dike! 
Testing Waterproof gear — with a fire engine! 
News — about the Nationals 
Pius — Adventure in South America 
FREE POSTER with every issue 


This and loads more action for only £1.95 [ai 
Mountain i 








MAKING A GAME 





Yep, it’s what you've all been waiting 
for — the final instalment of our game 
development series. Our man with a 

handful of raintorest: ADANI PETERS. 


A 3-Iinch disk 575 on CodeMasters 
oress officer Richard Eddy's desk. Scrawled m 
felt-op on the white sticker used as a makeshit 
disk label are the words ‘Wild West Seymour CPC 
(frushed version)’. “We're happy wath i,” 
Richard, “and the programmer is happy with i 
it's the version thal people will be buying.” 

A few mies down the road Pete Ranson 
yawnis, rests fus head on hs desk and repeatedty 
groans out his wish to go home (or fathng that, to 
the pub). This is Pete’s first day back at work 
after a fortnight’s holiday, and he's not really ‘with 
t’ yet. As far as Wild West Seymour goes, he 
doesn't need to be ‘with rf’. The game 15 finished 
and Big Red's role 


come to an end 

Bont ete 

“Weve gone for 
quality not quantity” 
JON CAR TVVRIGCHT 


Says 


iné vied Vrest saga has 


The Seymour story has relocated to the 
CodeMasters end of the A425, as the printing 
and producton dates for the mlay are finalised 
The big buddup for the game's launch has 
begun. Richard has started sending out press 
releases to all the relevant magazines and news 
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“Come on, Richard, get on with it - we haven't forgotten you're paying for lunch.” 


Papers, and 2 Gecision i Demeg mace over how 
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The release date of September the 22nd looms 
yer Closer. 
"September the 22nd." mutters Jon 


Cartwright, as Pete Ranson’s desk-Dound groans 





echo round the Big Red office, “that's 
Wie didn't know the release date had been fixed 
We're the programmers and no-one tells us any 
' Oh dear, | hope we haven't started a Dig 


row here between Big Red and the 
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Wuick, Deiter change the subpect. 


“This is a very 


important game for 


us” RICHARD EDDY 


a Tk F ii af 
Fri rier: - GS PRareal Frew: r era eal ee 
1 Tae é ra Ee i ra i I fel Phi 1 Fe } Freoa 
te Pa PP = fe ls ae f re tra fru i 
P Fe were ry) Dit re | | _ i Ti ie 
7 ri at ¥ TF 1; + Prue F ry a 
F i 5 , f = 
t t ‘| f | i sz 1 i ' 
: JL Je ri =! | 
‘| ' 1 ol i = 
1 
wee # ' ri 1 a d L - 6 
- re © f a) 
f e ud £f FF fi ta 
r | - i . ic 
ws = F j L F 
i i i i. | ie # 
Yo "i 7 L. ae | f a 
_ | cr = ps F ia (Ley F 
r] i a 
7 FoUrrus z | Fag rr fi x, r 
a ; DO Takes UD 
. - i" r F for if el rot * 
al = 4 ' pi 
ria # r = F arin Poy i ow 
= = . a a | 
=| - aa i F wa i fir rior 38 r Py it rr 
Lt, a me a a 1 i 
t. ee r il F 1 r ie # eh aa oe Fy mur Fe 
3 yi MJ t } cy a yr, | 
r * roe F , + hg 
J Lyi re E iJ | 
E niet a is ee a | ; 4 
u - P| f 
F ri a | fa fol 4 f 7 
Fp a eee ri i Pi i 
aT rr) ha i. ry F i ry f | 
Cl iP Li | = st = i r ofa P| 
F rs i yy pe j Ai arr ri r m+ r + 
ie an | Cita f tj UF ,_ a = fa = 7. 
“"/ . if , 
Le a jth oe et fat ¥ oe = Sei a el 
Le fe are iz a Bhatt I Z 4 = f 
- . . 
rr rypbir Boy oe ig fr i 
eis On, QuotTaD y: 
il ae +h ce 
oe If ar « a ba] fi 4 F j 
Lae ff J r eer je v: 
¥ ry 
Poe ibe cary af qi data Be : dlgir = | | x 7 
aie rt } ar ft i b J i i ey i 
1 ii Z Po q ah r a : i 
i r rl ? i e r i 
ri fs an | - ‘ i Le ii " | F re ere 
oo Sh = Sek # alr = Fe ft ¥ 
army of CodeMasters telesales people are tr 


ca fi LaF 
z T Pak ro Ff rr urr rd =e - > PP 
a i = = i | ps 
Piri i irr t car r er a a | 
ri i vi al 
I ah 4 7 F r a = roe i T hat ee af P| 
a r | we rise mar ys P| 
fF a. } a 1 Farr me - | 
| ite eT eo ; id a oo f | Fi 
f F pt 4 if ia r Fr F i 
ra dl 1 a 4 
a t rer t ‘i _ UF = 
a i i f 
r 1 t 
vii - , " t 
i = a oa 
, oUF F i 
F wh af f r a # “fo er all | 
i \ iL 
yet i F “ a a ' 7 1 : 
# ri fre Fe ri 
if os ame cer f TF ee ra] 
i F Vi i ry a 


Indeed = NEXT MONTH IN AA 
Wild West Seymour - the review 


Wito West Sermoue is finished at last. Next 


month it gets o full review in AA... 
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Burn your guitars I WS, yuu oo Tt reer] TheTi afiy 


more (and you cant play aryway). Computers are 
— s at musically right now, Just ass Alem 
8, SL2, Prodigy Kicks Like A Mule, Shut Up And 


2 Uniented, Smart E's, Praga 
Khan, inner City and thousands more, 

The key to this music revolutiod 6 a wondertul 

led MILA (Musica Py) gasses Digital 
MIDI is a kuond of data language that 
allows instifhents to ‘talk’ to 
each other. It is possuble to connect any MIDE 
compatble nsiruments together, wich wil al 
you to-set them up to play m tne with Beh 
other, use diferent tems in conuncton je? using 
a keyboard as a ‘module’ to play sarnples from a 
sampler), and $0 on, 

MID! really comes into its own when there 15 a 


Dance, Messin, 


mnvenion ca 
interface) 
eectomc musea 


i 
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Your computer could be your key to pop 
stardom. ADAM PETERS examines the 
whole CPC-MIDI-music-pop thang, and over 
the page we take a look at some of the 
packages avallable. From the top... 


at the heart of the"sehip, The 
computer that has become the most popular for 
use 15 the ST, largely through being 
the only machine with an m-Dult MILA port. Rut 
fear ye not, you can turn your trusty CPC into a 
throbbing MIDI beastie for a little a5 £50. 

jt Seen Et id | 

Being a techno pop 
star is the world’s 


coolest profession 


NOmMe comouter 


MILA mmsic 


That money will buy you a copy of the RAM 
MMusec Machine, whch consists of a MILA interface 
Iwiech pues into the expanseon port at the back 
of your machme) and some sequencing software 
ff you're prepared to splash out sighthy more for 


amore advanced system, other combwnned mnter- 


face and Sofware’ Pathages include EMA 
Medtrack Performer (£99). and the DHCP 


interface and track Sequertenpackage (£105) 


Sound it out 
So what can you with a MIDI CPC Sefup? First of 
ali, as well.as the computer, you're omg to need 
some MIDI instruments. Vihile the RAM Music 
Maching includes simple sampler and keyboard 
programs, and the DHCP package mcludes some 
demo files you Can play aroundewith, computer- 
based MIDI is réally.all 2boulonstructing ‘tracks 
using other MID) equipment. 

Ths doesnt work out that expensive. You can 
mck up a decent MIDI keyboard for about £100 
$150, wth a drum machine about the same 





ault on Number 13 





PLY ReyDO aos and beat bomes for a ae 


$40 each secondhand. It rs ea: 


f i | 


7 j . * a a, 
Date ol Our CPU 


every MIDI instrument 
you can find (from keyboards to :4m- 
plers to flash MIDI guitars). Sound. 





as much fun using your computer purely as 


an instrument to play Tunes on. here are a | 


A ator ber of diferent progran rvadabhe for 
everything together and plug it all mio The 8 purpose, such a5 Equnose and: Supe: 


(AAS covertape). There are also a number of 


You then have a gréat degree of control. You drum machme programs, tke Amdruy 
can play things onthe instruments and edt the = Drumbit (AA /4 covertane) 
length and tone of the muSt On screen. Tou can 


Sample this! 


adjust everytheng so the insimuments al automate Sampling is a grow 


r A ry Pidy rj r re Fs 


have even more power al technoory. A samome program allows you t 


your disposal f you us the Foundation Sfep- transforn mds input through the MIC socket 


rime Sequencer (£35), which works with 


MiDU interface and offers powerlul indnidual no: 


ectng facies 


But what f you dont want to leap inte 


aly expensive world of MIDI? You can! 


to leave Thursdays at 7.00om free 


Semple! (ish) 


Of courte, a lot of people see this pop stardom 
ee ee ee Og 
played grotty pub back rooms for years without a 
taste of success believe that you, as a successful 
your dues (|i# carrying your equipment on the 
poople. Being a techno pop star is the coolest 
profession in the world - and you will barely need 
to step outside your bedroom. 


Photo: Leading computer pop technicians 
Altern & promote our Christmas iste. 
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Turn your CPC into a 
throbbing MIDI beast 
for as little as £50 


& F F 
ay Mw EVE ae rip - eo 
ie wal | rena 7 i ‘| f-# oF ah et bin rmus 
i fue Of | wee f Leta J r lis f JF i | 
L = 7 "i r 7 
another source fé@g your favourite single). There 


are an mncreaswnig Milter OF lépal hassles sur 
rt Gane UStly % wie s mm Cone rctial feeate 
ry j hie if fs : ie ‘ tT) tO) ne hal rot p ay z 


around with samplegin the con ‘orf and « fety yf 
P| r Own nO 
+ i Lyf F f Sof v [ ree T 

dk'tr speech Synthe brand nev 
oroer I ha Pegi the: (4 ] | rept I 
inere s fae y i fears 4 i 

oart of the RAM Music Machine lyoe ns wise, 
there und Lagiiiver, whith fst appears 
Ata | hy | J et j 
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MUSIC FEATURE 





Beats working 


50 what sortof person is iely to be interested 
ne thea CPC for musical purposes? ate yone 
with even a rémote mterest in music, really. Vihule 
3 talk of sampling and the like tends to sug- 
pest an emphasis on modern ‘house muse, 
there aré a wealth of different things you can do 
with your CPC in the world of sound: no-one need 
feel left out, Fans of classical music right enjoy 
‘composing ther favourte pieces on CPU pack 
ages such as Equinoxe or Super Sorc 
The machine's three mebult sound channels 
are easmy enougn to create a very sophishcated 
sound. YOu COUN) WSe oné channe! for bass 
sounds, one for a melody ine, and the thd for a 
drum rift (you can get plenty of reasonable drum 
noises out of the CPC's sound chip). You don't 
be a basebaltcapped raver, eager to 
yo the volume on 16 MIDI tracks. to find a 
5@ for computers mn your music. Senple typedns 
Ke Drumiat or Synth (AA/6 free booklet) present 


rar ao (ang tr Fe | on Orway mig TT pe “A CW Oi prt 


F 
world of CPC music, 
And when you fee | hee Mm Tak g the next step 
re Get r fica qi ry ae Pi cer =e Tie oe ge | if a 
Bo hel ree 6G - a ae PP Ji pack L a ee & '! 
r en an ew | =f r c 7 = rye gs Poh 
your attenbon, Whde some CPC music software - 


Demi? Very SDECIaNSeC — 1S Oule Nard to get hod 
of, there are actually more different packages 
avalable now than ever before. On the right we 


review and fate some of the more popular pro 





grams, whe Dew We Tel you all about next 
mons ‘MSS ft at your perw second instaiment 
of CPC music. Til then... make some nore’ 


Well that's all the background, info and product 
evaluation out of the way. Next month we conclude 

our Music feature with a practical éxam- 
ple of making CPC 
racic 







Fi Bees cee 





We lock two volunteers in a 
room for a few hours with only a CPC, MIDI 
interface and a few pieces of music Kft to keep 
them company. Find out how the experiment went 
in next month's magazine and hear the tune they 
produced for yourself on our covertape. Sorted 
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COMPLETE & RETURN THE COUPON BELOW 
FOR A FREE 64 PAGE COLOUR AMIGA CATALOGUE 



























razr vate ey Fie "pease 
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Fi ute gs Guy your hire Agtege Gotta om 
Sica Sypsteres, vet will greet you ar acide 1) Cosworth) entertairw rary tities. 
C3073 woth of sofwae FREE OF ie noe chomemerelo™ 
CHANGE, Ring some (real Srheriarenet -leee AYER 2150. £24.95 
ad proce pogams. Tnee het ON omer FORCE £24.95 
wl rnirodwce you io ihe world of computing TOE ele 
be al you 80 at oa 8 Bg art we LIVE AND LET DIE _ £19.99 
your row Armaga. F tvtey beniga bom ONSLAUGHT .... 24.99 
PIPE MANIA _ . 24.99 


See we wil ove you 16 rplin! ‘BEE | eaae fp 
honed accomencdaion tor you and your tarnby ge cane 


i eryy 2 bree ot hore of aie SKWEEK % . C19. 
TRIVIAL PURSUIT £19.95 








































The Amiga 600 uses state-clthe-arl surface mourt— 

bechinology. for maxi rekabity and lestures a 3x" 
acres: located cn dohtcty =“ Orive, moude, TV modulator and amar card sict all as , 
epithe deh aol accepts games, ROM of RAM cards (from tue up to 4am) and wal take advantage y | 
koe Sw Sesaierente. s COO ahd Rs enaried crip Sek faction Pete : 1 | 








Every Acme $60 and 600 bom Sick One gure PAINT 3.6 £86.96 


happier om 2 re 2 * ao eee ae Tibia. ee aa pa! Pai eae 

aaa ee aintienia ee ee ee F r 

wiry whit a we SP ey oo oe oe GFA a whoa £56.00 
Ff aoe PRE Al yoo Pee to pay ig POS Coe 

are ae ree ee pee eked ee Pat brochure TOTAL VALUE: 69.73 73 



















Fob cchoue Common wt oul reschiion, #creeseS gactick 
for conmnctior: to ehogt horetong 
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PLUS? - FREE FRM on A 


hae ON-GTe Wheat # # | ff # 
* PTO Pa vit! Coo.e5 | (a7 F ($9 ¥5 re. es 
Vi bd * kA AT am CAME 5 Fda Cree.78 |) fere7e | Gere. 7e cro. 76 
iL FA GAGE, OTR RETR 07! $0.00 | £60.00 | $600 | £30.60 | 


f ‘ ) fora, Pack VALUE | £T4e.7t ‘fa09 7! ieee 72 | € 1ozm z 
RAM OPTION | | 


: a ifs PACE favre _ 4 ft 
sales “axe || SILICA PRICE:| £299 | £349 £449 £499 


u- COMPUTER SYSTEM 
DTV SAVE et 






















































































nia | AT apa mai ieee an | * 51% AMIGA 500 COMPUTER . £299.99 ie are pleased to anncunce a very special trade-in ofter to 

if Baas nie, | aan | The & 2 Pegamaties Pern ia | Gee dt Ton J Desk On fO, TAU AP sere Cor a st wins ea ed fae deter np oho rae @Firo 

rh ’ : 2 Aad 7 Controter, Power Sunety Batre! wed by Commodores Muameda mncvaior, ihe sed: 4 

fates fat [ os Sere tee [err] T ai Workbench 1.3 6 aadaras ] | Aeient nates who retun ter woteng Amiga S00 computer (wet 

fi Zee : “J vite ae “Ts rat Lee 1 * oleae RAM EXPANSION To io Paul £24.95 # fratarl rh Fs cat q 3 Tue. Cera eu ree a ary s cm (a 

bela ae Bib, hate [uss ; iat | * ASZO TV MODULATOR FREE | cama 200 discount of the peice of the rw Arge COTY Cornet 

Named r. 5 we Lae Par oe b a a) Lee C Sat aah T Fd fara © = arr rirerri RRP it Fy = i, De irr ie i” #] - . 5. 

=ra--9 = aeeeeed : i = On rr? F ails of dl . nal | 
PLUS! FREE FR SILICA a) Arvreya Aware i eddeon, § oreo b0006s 16 6 veo! fer 4 FEATURES INCLUDE: 


® PHOTON PAINT V2.0 ca9.95 


COTY ten. COTY works mech ie 2 Gidea Arioje 800 of 600 bet 
* ARCADE ACTION PACK 279.78 : 


has mary additonal features nckding a compact Git deve Mat car 
ar. _—s a Lar . a ; 



























* GFA BASIC £4.00 ) 540 megetyies of indormate : sd 
AAPG ae sudo. dace ic A very feoh quality COTY comes succéed wan | ad 
TOTAL PA Cx VAL uF CeO. ay En be wee tt ‘ ie 1 Ts - ee si Se ee = ; a : * 

LESS PAL A SAV IAS: § 725 67 ater, freer eee Ctetieet of a 


= 
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SLCA PRICE: [=..) 00 


‘| ORIGINAL 
AMIGA 500 


wre Btn 
UY Afr Ce PAD 






CDTV SYSTEM 
AMIGA 500 TRADE IN 


YOU PAY 


wee PR PRICES I INCLUDE VAT _— OBLIVERY IS FREE OF CHARGE IN THE UK MAINLAND a 
| MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hetheriey Ad, Settee, Kent, DA14 40K Tel oT 309 TT) \ 


Cale lew Coe Mote § Obed Oe Loe Sage i sas Paw fie nah = ie 


ionoon Sa0P. ”_ &f Tottenham Coun Pad, Londen, WIP 8A Tek, 671-588 4008 


“aboar _ bites or: Tae 













@® FREE OVERMIGNT DELIVE DELIVERY. ian al hardware ordert sheced in fhe UK manda 
@ TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of technical capers at your service 

® PRYCE MATCH: We normaly main competion on a “Same peedet - Sere peice” boos 
@ ESTABLISHED 14 YEAS: Preven treck record in profecucral computer tales 

@ ff? MILLAON TUANOVER /with 60 otal!) Sold, peketie and oroitabie 

@® DUSINESS + EDUCATION » GOVERNMENT, Voture Geoourts avedabie 061-308 0668. 

® SHOWFROOUS. Gertonstaton ad Pare ecbtes af our London 4 Seioup tranches 

@® THE FULL STOCK AANGE: Al of you requrements fom one supolee 

@ FAEE CATALOGUES: Wa be mauled to pou wah offers + eoftwere od peicherd dete 

@ PAYMENT: ager credt cards. cash, cheque of mordhly terns 

Batons yo Gece when to buy pout fee Arege comiowier, ae ceggest yo Firm very coretly me a 
WHERE you buy @ Conucer what § wil be Eke a ew monte efter Duying your Acega, when pou 
fur) bOGLonal perigheenl oO software. of fais and adece wet) you nw purchase And, wil med 
Oona jou fay Porm Gone! you eth dete Of rape Geoduets? Al Ste Oytiets, we eure Phaf you 
a8 heres Nether io worry about We fees beer eelatiered ker aires! {4 yeaa aod, eth ou urate 
pete ad orperisne. we can tow clan io meet ou customers requieenerts eet ao Ueriiaring 
wre Go eeetored bo fore. Bat Gori put tee Get eed or Cee ed ete Pe Coen fw for Ge 
uaeet FREE feature and beer fo oxperiece fhe “Sice Syciets Gerace” 


SEER gy SiG 





LONDON SHOP Seliridnes (ia Faw Ortord Street, London, WIA iB Wek 071-429 124 
ery Hears ee a ee —_— Late es Peet ion Br == cares il a a om | 
The Mews Hatha ey Ad, Se np Kent, CATA 400 Tek 081-307 Cir 
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ce ee 
1s HS IMPORTANT AS 
WHAT YOU PLAY, 
BELG 
HNNOUNCES A 
MAGAZINE THAT BRINGS 
TOU tat BEST OF BOTH. 


hot item to talk about: next t year it "1 be the 
one machine you simply have to own, 
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Super Play magazine: Brought to you by 
Europe's leading publisher of games maga- 
zines, Super Play will be the best because 
Future Wa ETeE-VALE (c= have always been the 
best. 





NINTENDO MAGAZINE 










ir yourself. First issue October Ist. 


AA SMALL ADS 


AMSTRAD CPC 464 with colour 
montor, manual, games worth 
£200. two joysticks, 15 AA 
covertapes, 27 AA magazines, 
Mini Office ||, Darkside, Driller, 
all in very good condition. £225 
Phone Tunbridge Wells (0892) 
655582 


CPC 464 Green monitor, modu- 
lator, ight gun, Amstrad Action 
issues 48 onwards, 1504 
games. Quick sell, frst come 
first served. £300. No splits. 
Phone Ciaran (0364) 397452. 


TAPES, SOCCER Stars, 
Simpsons, Alien Storm, Gazza 
Pack. Gremins 2, Golden Axe, 
gic. 120 games and joystick 
Worth £480, will sell for £230 
0.7.0. Please ring Peter on 021- 
453 8607 (Birmingham). 


CPC6128 COLOUR monitor, 
| tape-deck, mouse, joystick, 
| Multtace Il, OCP Ar, 100+ 
| games, mostly disk, 25 blank 
disks. All fully boxed. Worth 
|} £1200+, sel for £475 o.n.0 

Phone (0329) 41422 after 5 pm 


| AMSTRAD 464. Colour monitor. 


| keyboard, new joysticks. 


Lightpen, 150 games with manu- 
| a, Amstrad books, many blank 


Address 
= =r 





Classification. Tick box: 


r 


J For sale 


Write your advertisement her re, one word per box. 


tapes plus leak desk for Amstrad 
monitor etc. £250 o.n.0. Phone 
(0843) 860926 Kent 





AMSTRAD CPC464 with colour 
monitor, user's instruction manwu- 
al, joystick, 70 games, Lightpen, 
and plenty of AA magazines plus 
coveriapes Al stil boxed 
£175. Tel (0204) 693264 


CPC464 COLOUR together with 
joystick, manuals, over 180 
games and AA magazines num- 


bers 1 - 79. All in very good 
condition. £300 o.n.0. Phone 


Joe (0420) 473973 (Hampshire) 


MEGA DISK! 15+ utiles includ- 
ing Database. Bank Manager, 
Character Designer, File header 
reader and Archiver. For your 
copy, send SAE. disk and £3 to: 
88 Bedford Road, Letchworth, 
Herts, SG6 4DU. 


AMSTRAD 464 colour with disk 
drive Over 100 tapes and 
disks. £300 0.0.0. Call Ann on 
081-505 2895 (London suburb). 


ORIGINAL STRATEGY Board 


games for CPC's, Cloaker, 
Pacifist, Sector 5, General X. 


£1.50 each plus your tape/(s) 
diskis). Write for free informa- 
tion sheet to: A Swinbourne, 11 
Vicarage View, Redditch, Worcs 
B97 4AF 


| Ci 
J rranted 





a Services 


AMSTRAD 464 plus with colour 
monitor, joystick, games, maga- 
zines. @ year old, excellent 
condition. £275. Phone Justin 
on (0553) 761109 (Norfolk) 


CPC 6128 colour monitor, Epson 
LX400 printer, , Serious 
software inciudes Elite, Lurking 
Horror, Mini Office ii, tapes, 
disks, operating manual CP/M 
ribbon. Excellent condition 
£350. Call David on 071-254 
4916 afler 60m weekdays 


AMSTRAD CPC464 with colour 
monitor, user instruction manual, 
joystick and over 150 games 
(alone in excess of £750), qua 
sale, bargain only £200 or best 
nearest offer Tel (0245) 
32B444 


DATAPHONE Designer Modern 
olus K.D.S Electronics Serial 
interface with Comms Pack 5 
S oft war @ 

Boxed’/Manuals/Cables E90 
ono. Also CPC cassettes 
aisks/Dooks for sale. Phone for 
ist. Tel 071-822 3727 (Roger). 


CPC464 Colour monitor with joy: 
stick plus games. Bargain for 
only £100 o.n.o. Phone (0683) 
715193. Arthur (Surrey and 
London) 


AMSTRAD CPC6I12Z8 ~~ with 
colour monitor, 3.5° disk drive, 
Multtace ||, tape deck, over 150 
games, disk and tape. All leads 
dust covers, manuals, lots of 


magazines and more £250 
o.n.o. for the lot. Tel (0780) 
720555 





Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of Amstrad Action 


l enclose payment of £5.00 by Cheque/ P.O/ Access! Visa 





al User Groups 





Include your name and phone number if you want them 


WANTED: PD/Shareware library 


wants your original work. 
Program of month gets NZ$20. 
Please send 2 IR Coupons if you 
want tapes/disks returned. Send 
to: PD Lib, 1/79 Luanda Drive, 


Ranui, Auckland 68. New 
Zealand. 
WANTED: DDI-i CPM 22 


Phone Ciaran (0384) 397452 


Other 





LISTINGS - lots of them on 3° 


disks. Mostly games or graph- 
ics, some from 1985, for £3 only 
From: Angela Allum, 22 Point 
Royal, Bracknell RG12 7HH 


PAGEMAKER DELUXE 
Deskiop Publisher for the 
6128/664+64K. Features: Stop- 
Press, Clip-Art, compatible 


Word processor, tex! impor! and | 


more. AA verdict 93%! Special 
orice, £2.95 + disk and SAE 
Send to PMD. PO Box 435. 
Glasgow Gi2 8SG 


PROBIRD: Professionally pro- | 
berdwaichers | 


grammed 
Database. Now available for 
6128 
tested. Excellent manual, user 
suppor! back up Details 
Probrd, 37 Essex 

Stamford, Lincs PES 1LG. 


— 


ryt 





a Other 








it's fast, efficient and field | 
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Tell the Balg what you really think about the colurnn 
im the Balrog questionnaire this month AND vote for 
your favourite adventures in the Balrog awards. 

VMieanwhile, thanks to Thomas Christie, Alan Hatrick, 
Bill Jenkins and Edmund Spicer for this month's tips... 


Marsport danger room for further use | —— Fe — 
* Regularly save the game e (lass, frame and sunchart factor eyesheld for . I ii 
* You must make aman use in astronomy room on Alba level 

« Gunpermd at Els ‘G' is the key for the gun © Earthmap is the key to the sod depot on Gl E 
locker at Daly ‘D’ (remember to load gun at © ice Pack 1s key for hothouse on Of TU 

chargé unet) 

* Flour, water and balung tn factor a cake (key Gpesmed 2€ - 0 

to bakery) * To get water from well: insert handle m the 
« Charcoal and gauze factor a gasmask for dan _—ihole, turn handle, te bucket to rope, turn handle, 


Fs 


ger room at laxa ‘C’. Place mask in locker inside = turn handle, unte bucket. Throw water over 






snane 






Revenge 


«Born the letter mn the bucket 


Sorcery + How do you kill the im Somcusry 


e To kill the Necromancer you need four Golden 


Hearts. Each of these hearts must be carried Thes cassette will free the first level by carry 
mto the Necromancer’s chamber, and then fred ing over a jewelled crown. This crown wal change 
at hen mito the jourlh gowen heart on entry mio the sec 


Two of the Golden Hearts are ready avadable ond level 
on the level. The third can be released by unlock 
: | ing a door to get a Pilot Light and using that to Wery Gig Cave Adventure 
Stuck in Masseort? Here are some tips that open a second locked door to Gatwick Arport © To kill the perate give hem the food 
might just help you out... where a Strangeloop Cassette is to be found « What to do with the utiity belt 


Balrog Awards/Questionnaire 


This month the Balrog embarks on a quest for Please rate the following Balrog features out of 10 Balrog awards 
readers opwnions - in other words, to find out what = (there's space at the end to include any comments 
you really want out of the Balrog column! you want to make) All-orne top five adventure games 
You also get the chance to vote in the Balrog 
awards by filling out the bottom of the form The Balrog column os 1. 
So if you have some comments about how the 
Balrog column can be improved, or f you wart to Cluepot 0... seers Ssiesasbedi , 
vote for your top frve all time favourite adventures 
The first couple of readers out of the hat will 
receive an adventure from the Baig’s extensive Lords £ Ladies ............ a Bic 
software collection. You can stay anonymous @f you 
want but you won't be entered into the draw. Why Gairog reviews ..... sai ‘ sche 5 
not alto send in some contributions along with the 
form? Hobtet rewews 





Best text adventure of the year 
INI sccncinnsviedtavsecnsnenvarenscsreunseress ealitnvatebaiies CS FRU occ cect cccc sess canneeeressceemssesaensons Best graphic adventure of the year 


ee a GAC clinic and tutorial pee bo aaa Best PD adventure 
Best software house 
Suggesbons and remarks 
Best PD Library 


" Adventure personality of the year 


AMSTHAD ACTION October (oe 


ADVENTURES 


7 Ve 
Programming 
Clinic 


Wf you have any questions on the use of GAC, spe- 
cic GAC-+related problems and queries or hints 
ee ee ee ee 


ee saa 
touch wvith the 
Balrog 


Mews 
Adventure 
Probe folds 
Due to financial pressures, Adventure Probe. 
the longest running adventure fanzine and one 
of the bes, has sadly had to clote. 


HW you want to contact the Balrog with any hints, 


ips, news or other adventuring queri¢i, write to: 
The Balrog, Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW. Don't 


forget. f you're stuck m an adventure, take a 
look through the lists of the Lords and Ladies of 


a 


FILE used t 


Action, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street. 
Bath, Avon BAl ZEW. We put the program on a 


covertape, 10 we want to see you ute it 





Help! 





There i¢ a possibdity of someone else tak- 
ing ower the editorship but this n unconfirmed | 
The Balrog would like to express hia con- 
dolences to the editor Mandy Rodrigues HB alg 
- Adventure Probe wat one of the Balg's 


PARQUET ws favourite fanzines and it it a great shame to 
BICARBONATE u e Pratt pe see it go. 
SLEDGEHAMMER used Balrog’s Helpline, 

rin the “vast oassagt Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 30 P+V¥esi'i sine! « 


Wolfman 


Simply Magic 


Monmouth Street, Bath. Avon BAl 7BW 


Mr D. J. Gahan 


Nick Carter * 


Andrew Pond {r: 


Lords & Ladies of 
Adventure 


The third annual Adventurers Convention |for- | 
merly the Adventure Probe convention) will be 
taking place at the Royal Angus Thistle Hote! 
in Birmingham on Saturday, 24 October 1992 
More details and tickets (at only £7 each) are 
available from: Vicky Jackson, 128 Merton 
Hall Road, Wimbledon, London S5SW19 3P27 See 
you there’ 


MVMiore VWov! 
Wow has releated a further two GAC game - 
Mortin |a two-part text adventure from Michael 
Hunt) and Beyond the Dark Mirror (a text 
adventure from RCO enterprises) 

Mertin costs £3 on tape and £5 on disk 
while Beyond the Dark Mirror costs £2 on tape 


The Lords and Ladies of Bews * Conch ©* Creo Chudleigh, Newton Abbot. : ! | ate a 
Adventure are experienced Crunchy * Dick ed Dungeon * South Devon TQ13 OHT. areata etme aoe 
wri iho oaab ep haegt DAA © DAAW «© Detectve « dedicated to the CPC range of machines! ) 
lists. They are said wide Planet of Doan © Escape from bocdesses * Luriang Horror available and costs only £1 | 
to share their knowledge Prison Planet © Firestone * Moonmist. Contributors include Debby Howard and 
with other games players. Fiook « Forest at Worl’s End * Ken Dean, 63 Elmhurst Dave Havard and although the Balg has yet to 


lf you have a problem 
with any of the games on 
or Lady concerned - make it 
brief, though, and do NOT 





Gerbd not of 67 « Ghost House 

* Grue Knapped » Herpes of 
fam * Hewra * Hobod « 
Hounds of Hell © House out of 
Town # imagnaton ¢ Jason and 


Avenue, Oution Broad, 


Aftershock * Brawn Free © 


ee the fret inaue, @ sounds quite impressive 
The Balg has also ‘persuaded’ the editor, Paul 
Hunniset, to offer the first issue to Balrog | 
readers at half the normal price (50Op, for the 
cower readers out there’) 


ask for complete solutions. the Argonauts © Jewels of Cacodemon « Case of the Brass Lamp is available from Paul at: 167 
Babyion © Labyinth «© MmedUp Shyner « DAA @ Garden Wood Road, East Grinstead. West | 
Castle Blackstar © Heavy on the Lighthouse Mystery « Lost Espionage island « Experience Sussex FPH19. Tel. O342 322318 


Magic © indus Valley « Never 
Endeng Story * Orb Quest. 

Andy Clayton, 29 Portman 
Road, Scunthorpe, South 
Humberside, DNI5S 8PD. 
Tel: 0724 872135 between 


6pm and midnight. (You 


Scrol « Magcian’s Apprentice « 
Message from Andromeda © 
Nte Time Orb Quest (PL I) e 
Orifice from Outer Space * 
Parat beneath the Sea (pt. ]) 
Power Curse (Pt. 1) © Prison 
Blues © Quest * Quest for the 


* Fantasia Deamond © Forest at 
Workds End © Frankensten © 
Grange Hel « Haunted House « 
Heroes of Karn © imagination « 
inca Curse * Kobyasty Nary © 
Lancelot * Loosed Orc © Lords 
of Time © Message from 


Guild info 
Tony Collins, from Guild Adventure Software. 
has been in touch about Guild's growing — 
Amstrad adventure collection - @ now has 46 — 
games by 21 authors (including the likes of © 
Oe 
Sharpe and Paul (ill), 


should have the manual now Golden EgeCup « Robocale « Andromeda © Mindshadow « pen 
Andy! - Balg) Roog * Rouge Midget « Scary Pirates © Planet of Death « —: 





Adult i « AbStrad « Anbdote « 
Atalan « Bestiary * Big Top 
Black Fountain « Black Angght © 
Bogeit « Bored of the Rings 
Boredom « Can | Cheat Death?’ 
« Case of the Maed-Up Shymer 


Tales © Seabase Delta © Souls 
of Darkon « Spaced Out « 
Soacy * Star Wreck © Subsunk 
* Tealand « Theseus (pt. 1) « 
Thefs Tale « Tizpan « TRD « 
Use your Loaf « Videoworld « 
Welladay © Yarkon Bes © 


Quest for the Golden Egg-cup « 
Rige’s Revenge © Seabase 
Detta © Stup of Doorn © Soytrek 
* Subsunk « Terrormolnos © 
Three Weeks in Paradrse © Trial 
of Amold Blackwood « Warlord 

Debby Howard, 10 Overton 


Tony is at this moment converting many of ff 


ee ee ey ee ee ee 
many Spectrum convertiont planned, mchud- 
ing Treature Ieland, Captain Kook, Corya and 
many more. For more details, write to Tony at: 
760 Tyburn Road, Edington, Birmingham 624 
ee ey Be ee ee 
of Guild’; garmmes t00n but | advise to write off 


« Castle Adventure * Cave Yawn © Help for Quill users. Road, Abbey Wood, London for a catalogue as they have a very 
Capers « Caves of the Bew Simon Avery, 71 Fore St, SE2 95D. impressive list of software. 





AMSTAHAD ACTION 


along with six Of 


TYPE-INS 








AA's BASIC boffin JERRY GLENWRIGHT presents 
four more readers’ programs PLUS his ongoing 
BASIC tutorial... 


Dise Nurse 
Messing around with floppy disks can certainly 
make me sick at bres! if you feel them same, 
hack Disc Nurse into your mache and all the 
those floppy problems will be over. 
john Adamson of Dunfermime’s Iittle disc 
ubity enabies you to manpulate discs to easily 
and without remembering complex commands. 
The program's menu driven and allows you to 
catalogue discs, erase files, display ASCI files, 
rename and unerase files and format floppies. 
Have fun... 


(Mnak} 18 GOTO & 

{InEo) 28 DATA 1) Log In Dise,2) Display 
Different User/Drive,3) Erase File,4) 
Unerase File.) Rename File,6) Display 
File (&.5.C.1.1 Only),7) Format Dise 

(Jobo) 32 KEY 139,"node e:list 1-4399°¢CHRI(13) 

(HeCs) 40 DIM k( 208): 2-8: g-G:nd="" :n-8: DIN 
nmeS (SO): DIM letter (1008) :DIN word! (58) 

(Hvaia) SB RETURN 

{Fatr) 68 MODE c:GOSUE oo 

{(Lpfw) 70 WINDOW 01,2,35,4,22:4INM 
02,41,73,4,16:MINDOW 03,41,75, 18,22 

{fubo} 2 PAPER #1,1:F@PER #2, 1: PAPER 
#3,1:FQFER 04,1 

{Faft) 96 FOR azi TO 3:CLS Qa:MEXT 

{bpBo) 108 PRINT" 

Aastrad CPC Dise Nurse V1.1 

{dln} 118 LOCATE 1,25:PRINT" 
by John Adamson - For Amstrad action * 

(MwEr}) 120 PEN 01,2:€L5 @1:PRIMT @1:FRINT €1," 
MENU" 

{FqaBp) 130 PEN @2,2:CL$ @2:PRINT #2:FRINT #2," 
DATA OUTFUT" 

(GuBr) 146 FEN 83,2:CL5 @3:PRINT #3:FRINT #3," 
INSTRUC TIONS" 

(Fifa? 158 RESTORE 

(Ootr) 168 FOR counter=1 10 7 





That string counting code's really beginning to look 
code’s useless as far as the real world’s concerned - 
when do you ever need to count strings? Right! - nt 
does iustrate tome of the principles behind just 
about every program you're liable to encounter. 
There's a beginning and an end containing a 
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{FtBa} 178 READ menoS: PRINT €1:FRINT 
#1, nenu! :MEAT 

{CqEy) 183 kESINKEYS: IF ¥="" THEM Lee 

{BrEk) 190 koVAL(KS): IF kCl OR kD? THEN GOTO 
| be 

(GuBl} 206 ON k GOTO 
$60,119, 1160, 438, 700,520, 258 

{Gkel} 216 EMD 

(Juhg} 228 ‘ 

(batp) 230 ‘Tornmat Dise 

(Cnij} e248 ° 

{Lotg) 250 FRINT @3:LOCATE 03,1,4:FRINT 83," 
(Viendor or [Data only Format” 

(KwEi} 268 RS-INKEYS: TF bd:** THEN 2be 

(GxBo} 270 IF LOMERS(kS)="v" THEN bxd4l ELSE 
b=401 

{Ewin} 228 e=5035 

(Huim) 299 FOR a=1 10 3 

(OtEp) 308 POE ¢.@:POKE c#1,8:POKE ¢+2,b:POKE 
c+3,¢ 

(bwin) 316 cxze+4:b-be2d:IF (b AMD AF )-8E THEN 
y=9-3 

(Dqik) 328 WEXT 

(Eqix)} 330 LOCATE 03,1,4:FRINT #3,° 
disc 4 Press any key * 

(Jifp) 346 CALL &BB1¢ 

(MeBn} 358 CALL 80000:CLEAR:GOSUE 2a:G0TO 128 

(akhk) The ° 

(Mniv) 378 "Protected Basic De-protector 

{Osi} Jeg ° 

{LuFq) 390 "POE €003,000:POKE €000¢, 090: PORE 
40Co1,4C3 

(Htaj) 460 ° 

{Gsén) 418 ‘File Uneraser 

(Mnei> 4c8 ° 

(Bubq) 430 POKE &4701,229 

(EnGn} 448 LOCATE 63,1,4:IMFUT #3,°Enter nane 
of the file to be un-erased”; erased 

(Fubq) 459 IF eraseds="" THEN POKE 28701,8:Q0T0 
Ee) 

{T]At} 468 newfilei="6:"*erased! 


Insert 


programs will be created. And now before we expand 
the program further, let's just examine the loop 
end. That is, the situations when you need to use a 
loop, but don't know how many times to perform it 
(remember that it isn't good practise to jump out of a 


You could, of course, use the FOR...NEXT 


construction but with a variable, like this: 


(Fux) 472 (REN @newfiled Gerased 

(JoCw) 488 FOE #A701,6:CL5 @2:CLEAR:GOSUE 
eo:CL5 O@3:FRINT 03:PRINT 63," 
INSTRUCTIONS" GOTO 138 

(Mqij) 4% * 

{Gnls) S66 “Display &.$.C.1.1 File 

{hkay) $18 ’ 

(DoBp) $c@ LOCATE 03,1,4:IMFUT 03,°)Enter Mane 
Of File*;fles 

yal) $38 CLS 

{(FkEr) $49 LOCATE 70,23:PRIMT “<Fress any key 
to Fause)* 

{Ipan) 598 OFENIN fled 

{Intr) $68 WIMDOW 1,88,1,20 

{Eula} 578 WHILE MOT EOF 

{Fuhv) $82 LIME INPUT 85,a8:PRINT @2,a! 

{OlEn> SSO KS<DNKEYS: IF kd<)°* THEN 600 ELSE 
B18 

(fwBo) 680 kESIMMEYS: IF kO<)"" THEN 618 ELSE 
atts 

{Tokk) 618 WEMD 

(Dlae} 628 CLOSEIN 

(MpEj)} 630 RE<INKEVO: IF kbto°" THEN 630 

{AjBx) 646 LOCATE 83,1,4:FRINT 83," 
any Key To Continue? * 

(GIB) 659 kS=INKEYS: IF kd<)*" THEN 656 

(MjBo) 660 CALL EELE:CLEAR:GOSUE 2o:COTO lad 

(Iwij) 678 ° 

{Eofm) 668 “Renane File 

(Juhi) 6% ° 

(CtEp) 708 LOCATE 03,1,4: INPUT 83," Old Mame 
Of File"; oldflet 

(Tibr) 718 LOCATE 03,1,4: INPUT 83," New Mane 
Of File": newflet 

(Naka) 729 LOCATE 03,1,4:FRINT 63," 
Frocessing... * 

(Fikt) 730 IF newflei=** THIN 768 

{(Ejav) 748 IF oldflei=*" THIN 768 

(Xsht) 758 IREN @new! lef, Boldfied 

(Gokx) 768 LOCATE 63,1,4:FRINT #3," 
any Key To Continge> * 


(Press 


(Press 


.. BASIC TUTORIAL... BASIC T 


10 REM This is a program to count the 
characters in a string 

20 INPUT “How many strings would you like to 
process"; LOT 

36 FOR CNT=1 to LENT 

40 at:** 

$0 IMPUT “Flease type a string"; af 


and so on. This time, instead of providing a 
predefined counter for the loop, line 20 prompts the 
uber. 


(teBk) 778 kc INKEYS: IF kO()°" THEN 778 

(TeCs) 780 CALL SBBLS:CLEAR:GOSUE cB:CL$ 
#3:PRINT 03:PRINT 83," 
INSTR TIONS" :GOTO 138 

{Iohj) 798 ' 

{IJBj} $08 ‘Sub-rowtine read directory 

{Cqak> 818 ' 

(Jntn} 820 addr-8SC0E 

(Hwak} 830 a=8 

(Mtn? 848 acatl 

(EsAv) €96 letter(a)-FEER (addr ¢a) 

(atBu) #60 IF letter(adid2 OR letter(a)) let 
THEN letter(aj=32 

(MaBj} 870 word$(b)swordS(h) +CHRE(letter(a)) 

{fuBu} 880 IF LEN(word$(b))=¢ THEN 
word$(b)=swordS(b)e"." 

(qBl} 890 IF LEN(word$(b))-=15 THEN b=b+1 

(BxBn} $00 IF letter(a)<32 THEN e=c#l ELSE ¢=2 

(IrEl} 918 ‘PRINT @2,letter(a)" “¢* "a" 
"word#(b) 

(Iwas) 920 IF e=® THEN 348 

(Ajin) 932 GOTO 848 

‘Wrin} $46 RETURN 

(Fkai} 958 ° 

(Kpan} 968 ‘log dise 

iCohj) 978 ° 

(MqBl} 980 CLS @2:PRINT @2:FRINT #2," 
DATA OUTFUT* 

(LuBn} $90 WINDOW 1,1,1,1:CAT: WIN 
1,8,1,25:G0508 #20 

{Knte} 1008 PRINT #2 

(Othq) 1610 FOR a=@ 10 b STEP ¢ 

(IrBa) 1028 PRINT 82," “word#(a)" 
"word (a¢l): NEAT 

(NIBx} 1690 LOCATE 83,1,4:PRINT #3," 
(Fress bny Key To Continue? * 

(DiBa} 1640 kS<IMMEYS: IF k<>"" THEN 1840 

(Ejho) 1650 a-O:b=8:e8 

(Diet) 1068 CALL MBBIS:CLEAR:GOSUB eb:CL$ 
O2:FRIMT @3:PRIMNT 83," 
INSTRICTIONS" :G010 190 

(toh) 1870 

{Qmfo} 1088 ‘Erase File 

(jak) 16% * 

(NtBx) 1188 LOCATE 03,1,4: IMFUT 83,")Enter Mane 
Of File To Be Erased *;flet 

(Fstv} 1118 IF fled="" THEN 118 

(Ekfo) ll2d (ERA, Gflet 

(BtCi) 1190 LOCATE 03,1,4:FRINT 03," 
(Press fmy Key To Continue) * 

(tcB1) 1148 kO=INMEYS: IF kO()"* THEN 1148 

(avCt) 1186 CALL &BR1S:CLEAR:GOSUB cB:CL$ 
03:FRINT €3:FRINT 83," 
INSTRUCTIONS" :G0TO 188 

(HuAj) 11668 * 


Lww. BASIC TUTORIAL... 





OK, so FOR...NEXT with a variable is all very well, 
it'll work, but it's messy and there's still the problem 
of quitting the loop - if we want to stop prematurely, 
we can't, at least not without breaking the cardinal 

Fortunately, good old BASIC comes to the rescue 
escape whenever we wish. I's known as the WHILE 
loop, and here's how it goes: 





(Axix) 1178 ‘Display Different User/Drive 

(May) 1156 ’ 

{EIEp? 1190 LOCATE 83,1,4: INPUT 03,")Please 
Enter Drive"jdrt 

(CoBp) 1208 LOCATE €3,1,4: INPUT 83,°)Flease 
Enter User Nuaber”;us 

(Hjdu) 1218 (DRIVE, Qurd: 1 USER, us 

{Gibp} 1228 PEN O2,¢2:CL$ @2:PRINT @2:PRINT 82," 
DATA OUTFUI" 

(Atha) 1238 GOTO See 


Ship: 

Based ta old favourte Battleships, Graham 
Smith of Street in Somerset has enlarged on the 
old theme to prowde a fun game that requres 
skill and forethought if you're to outwt your 
ooponent. 

Graham has made use of the entire screen to 
provide a play area stuffed with ships (they look 
like Tie -Aghters...). Both joystick ports are used 
for player movement and guess selechon, or 
player two can use the keyboard if you only have 
one joystick. There are a total of 15 ships lurking 
somewhere on that screen - happy hunting’ 


(Ctat) 1° Ships by Grahan Saith 

‘Fist} 2" Flager 1 wee joystick 

{EJBi} 3° Plager @ use joystick 1 or keys:- 
(LxEk) 4° Geup Scdown Releft Tsright Gcfire 
(uly) 5 ’ 

(QuBi} 16 p=87FER:pp=p:MEMORY p-1:MODE | 
(FoBy) 28 FOR j=72 TO 1OS:y=@:FOR k=O TO 7 
(Nth) 30 READ af':x OAL ("S"4ah):POKE p,x 
{Guhu) 40 gcytx:prpel NEXT W:READ af 

{Fxas) 56 IF WaL(*a*+ati=y GOTO 76 

{Ivaw) 68 PRINT*bata error line"; #18 
(Hab j) 72 NEXT j:p=pp: EO 1,1,8,15,18,-1,5 
{(Kndv) $2 CALL $0008:ENT 1,4,1,1,4,-1,1 
(NIE) 30 DIM «(14),g(14),2014):BORDER 2 
(Hatx) 168 d-SE438:(-80000 :acheOe) :q-h 4 
(igi) 110 INK 6,8:INK 1,15: INK 2,6: 0M 3,2 
(CrEi) 128 RANDOMIZE TIME:WINDOW 1,40,1,¢ 
(NqBj) 190 WIMDOMO1,1,48,2,25: 921: PAPER 3 
(Ntar) 140 CLS:PAPERO] 6: (L561 

(hpRik) 158 w(Q)=74eRND( 1): y(B)<1690RND (1) 
(nav) 160 gc3-g:2(8)29:FOR j=l TO 14 
{IxBi) 178 x( j= 74RD Lgl 16) 
{(Fuav) 180 dd<d:h=8:FOR k=O TO j-1 

{Llku) 190 IF wt g)-wth))? GOTO 246 

{(Iphv) 200 IF x(k)-x(g))7 GOTO 248 

{(Lyat) 210 IF gf j)-y(kd16 GOTO c4e 

(Iudu) 220 IF yikd-y(g)16 GOTO 248 

(Cato) 290 h=l:k=j-! 

{Pteq) 248 WEAT k: IF bh=1 GOTO 178 

{(FaBi} 256 2(j)-INT(RND(1)02)e243:NEAT Y 





WHILE (argument or expression) = true then 
continue to loop 





What's that? How can a mathematical or logical 
argument be ‘true’? Well, without getting into a lot of 
we mean is while it's still valid. Here's an example 








TYPE-INS op 


{ErBl} 268 FOR g-f 10 &8S18:POKE j,6:MEXT 
(lau) 278 s-1$ch=g:p(O)-O:p(l)a@ 

iExao} 289 GOSUB 650:h=3-h 

(Nohw) 238 wx4B:u=92:LOCATE 15,2:FEN Z 
{Jnbi) 200 FRINT*PLAYER® ;:h;CHRS(8);""S GO" 
(MkEj} 218 xso:ycv:GOSUB G7O:CALL &BD19 
(Eréw) 320 COLL p,d ff :CALL a806¢,0,¢ 

{Ltfu) 330 CALL GED19:CALL ¢,¢,0 

(Fat) 348 j-JOYCh-1):1F j-0 GOT 348 
(Dqis) 330 IF pls G10 4 

(Fidr} 360 af: BING(j,4):dze 

(CiBL) 370 IF RIGHTS(as,1)="1" THEN v=v-4 
{Fabj} 360 IF LEFT§(a¥,1)="1" THEN wzu+l 
(MrBk> 390 IF WIDS(af,2,1)="1" THEN wzu-] 
{FqBi) 400 If MIDS(a$,3,1)=°1" THEN w=ve4 
{Ontq} 418 w=e-(yz-1)+(y=79) 

{(KuBi} 428 vew-(y=-4)e4e(yr180)e4:Q0T0 310 
(Guip) 430 SOUND 2,44, 22 

{Lidw? 448 CaLL pc, f:Call q,¢,4ceo8 

(JqBj} 450 n-O:FOR J-8 10 Laces INT (x(y)) 
(brie) 468 goINT(g(j)):IF 2fj)-8 GOTO See 
(Ojtw) 478 IF w-u)l OR w-w)6 GOTO SeB 
{Glau} 490 IF y-w)S OR w-y) 1S GOTO SOB 
(Fotp) 498 A(ndcy:ncnel 

(Mule) SOO NEAT j:CALL p,c,f 

{Tus} $16 didd: IF nb@ GOTO 548 

(Gubq) Seg CALL q,c, 08086 

(Njdv) Soo COLL 28G6C,8,d:C0T0 2 

{FoBi} 548 SOUND 7,55, 99,15,1,1,31 

{M1Bi} S$S8 FOR g=l 10 nirch(g-1):x=INT(xir)) 
{Ejdx) SOQ yoINT(g(r)):GOSUB 67O:s<s-1 
(tkau) S70 plh-L)=p(h-1)¢z(r) 

{EsBy) S80 r-880B2:IF zir)<2 THEN r=88l22 
(Hstx) $90 2(r)oO:CALL bGOX,c,2:MEXT J 
(Lkfw) 600 CALL £606¢,0,dd:1F 398 GOTO 280 
(Foap) 618 GOSUE 690:FEN @ 

(IvBj} 628 LOCATE 15,2:FRINT“ANOTHER CaME?* 
(7 jfw) 630 aS-IMKEYE: IF af="" GOTO 63 

{7 jw) G48 IF UPPERS(as)="9" GOTO 148 
(bpBi} 650 IF UPPERS(at)()"N" GOTO 63D 
(Cxfa} 668 CALL 8 

{Dias} 678 a=INT(y/8):b=y-Bea 

(Hpi) 680 cc hCGh 485000 +h 200eh +n RETURN 
(Chas) 690 FEN 1:LOCATE 1,1 

(JiBg)} 700 FRINT*PLAYER 1 “;p(@):LOCATE 16,1 
(PpBk) 716 FRINT"PLAYER 2 “;p(1):LOCATE 31,1 
(lotr) 720 PRINT*SHIFS "; 5: RETURN 

(FeEk) 730 DATA cd,c?,00,0¢,06,d5,06,0¢,265 
(IpBi) 748 DATA ed,a8,0¢,18,fb,di,7a,c6b,4bs§ 
(Oqj} 758 DATA 68,57, 38,08, 7b, c6, 58,5287 
(bsBid 768 DATA fa, ce,c8,57,64,0,06,¢9,496 
(FiBj) 770 DATA 66,88, 11,¢a,80,21, 03,88, 30d 
{Foav) 720 Dale ¢$,01,07,00,e0,b0,af ,d5, Jee 
(DIEJ) 790 DATA 11,600,060, e4,52,d1,¢1,18,300 
{Gubk} 880 Date ef 66, 70,21, b2, 90, 7e,06,4le 


18 REM This is a progran to count the 


characters in a string 

oa anss=*y7"* 

33 WHILE ais§="Y" 

46 ag:*" 

$8 INPUT “Please type a string™’ AS 

66 IF ag="" THEN $8 

70 IF aSC(as)c6S OR WSC(A4))122 THEN PRINT 
“Invalid inpot, Try again"; GOTO 48 

€ PRINT “The string '"Ad"’ is "LEW (Af) 
"characters long." 
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40 






TYPE-INS 


No more 
dots! 


indicated spaces) because too many people 
were getting confused by them. We're stil 
using Type-Righter, though. This is the 
ne gree alas crue ts tee 











type a line of BASIC. All you have to do is 
check this code against the one printed in the 





agein, 0 W you haven't got @ copy yet, look 
out for it soon. If you don't have Type-Righer, 
ae eee tee feet 1 ae ea ee 
the start of each line. 


(CtEK) 610 DATA (0,12,13,23,18,18,¢9,dd, 306 
(Dubi) €20 DATS Ge,00,dd,66,01,dd,5e,02,2ef 
(ExBk) 36 DATA dd,56,03,¢9,cd,27,00,01, 374 
(FiB)) 840 DATA 06,02,18,06,c4,27,08,01,1% 
{GuBj} #58 DATA 10,07, 78, 32,48, 00,45,06, 264 
(dtav) €60 DATA B2.7e,6f Of ,0f,07,56,cf, lal 
(MaBi} €70 DATA eb.a6,eb,b6,12,13,23, 10,38 
(FqBj} 688 DATA (6,41, 7a,c6,08,57, 0,08, 398 
(MrBj} #50 DATA 7b,c8,50,5f, 7a, ce,08,57,441 
(FpEj) 900 DATA 64, 20,db,c3,cd,27, Be, 353 
(ExBk) $16 DATA 06,11,00,0¢,e5,06,02,ed,¢79 
(BuEa) $20 DATA a8,0c,10,fb,e1,7¢,c6, 08,302 
(IoBj} 990 DATA 67,360,088, 74,c6, 58,67, 7c, Sled 
(Nkav) $40 DATA ce,c8,67,04,20,06,¢5, 2,461 
(lofv) 956 DATA 06,30,00,c0,c0,c8,c0, 2, 300 
(Djiw) 968 DATA 68,38,00,03,00,07,08,07,51 
{FuBi} $970 DATA Oc, Of ,O¢,87,08,03,08,08,39 
(Dudu) 980 DATA 68,00,023,00,03,00,0,00,6 
(Lrayu) 990 DATA 69,00,11,¢c,00,00,00, 23,116 
(Iuix) 1000 DATA #2,11,c¢,00,00,00,32, 88,220 
(PrBj)} 1016 DATA 33,98,00,01,08,11,¢¢,33,eca 
{InBk} 1020 DATA $8, 11,0f,8¢,11,e¢, 77,00, 374 
(KeBi) 1830 DaTé 33,ff,cc,06,00,77,88, 77, Ha 
(CvEj} 1040 DATA 93,e0,00,e¢, 07, 02,0f 08,572 
(Tkdw) 1050 Data fff ff 0,08 ,e0, 08,77, 668 
(Hlgw) 1866 Data ff, ff ,00,00,00,00,00,00,lfe 


RSX Speech 

Here's an incredible piece of clever coding. Ned 
Hopkunson of Fareham, Hampshire has worked 
out a method of enabhng your CPC to digitise 
speech and muse played via the cassette port 
by grabbing it directly from the machine's 
memory’ Sounds comphcated’ Fortunatety. the 
software does all the work for you, $0 all you 
have to do is select your favourite band struthng 
ther stuff, or your favourite politicians strutting 
thers (), press play. and the machine does the 
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$6 MSe="": INPUT “Process strings (Y/N)"; 
118 DO 


Here's whats happening. The program tayt while 
merely sets up a variable for a prompt and the 
answer to the question, do we want to process 
strings? We set this to ¥ for yes intially (obviously we 
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rest. You can Save digitised samples to ask, 
load and play them and alter the vowme. 


{Lqhid 18 ° 

(liq) 2 ° RSA Speech Systen 

(Epit) 3° By Neil Grdrew Hopkinson 

(Dita) 48° February “$2 

{(Muhi) SB’ 

(NxBs) 68 MODE 1:BORDER 8: INK 6,0:INK 1,2: INK 
¢,c4: INK 3,24 

{Niko} 70 MEMORY 9995 

(Iver) 68 GOSUR G4G: CALL 35080 

(CaEa) $ FRINT 
CHRS (22) CHRO 1) CURE (eS) +H C3) 

{Only} 168 Te 

(Fifw) 118 RESTORE 120:G05UB8 Sta 

(QvD1} 128 DATA 150, 300,"RS% SPEECH 
SYSTEM", 120, 260, "WRITTEN BY NEIL 
WOPKINSON" 170,200, INSTRUCTIONS (Y/N) 
7* 6,8, "RSA" 

{ftam)} 130 af=** 

(Ekep)} 148 WHILE af="* 

(Ikas} 196 af UPPERSCINKEYS) 

(Hokk) 168 WEND 

(Culv} 178 DF aS="N" THEN S4e 

(Ntak) 166 CL4 

(Kviu) 150 RESTORE cOO:COSUE Sea 

(GtG1) 2OO Dale 190,360,"RSX SPEECH 
SYSTEM" 5,348, "About the 
progran:”,$,320,"The RSA speech systen 
allows gow to", 5,28, "play speech - or 
music ~ into the",5,280,"computer via 
the built im tape recorder." 

(GsFu} 210 DaTé $,248,"This recorded sound can 
then be played",5,220,"back again by 
wsing the CPC sound chip.”,$,180,"The 
recorded sound can also be 
slowed", 5,168,"0r quickened to produce 
wierd results!" 

(JxFr} 220 DATA S,120,"Seund effects can also 
be produced by",5,108,"taking out saall 
portions of speech.",5,68,"°0n the 
following screens are 
the".5,48,"commands and how to ose 
then.” ,8,0,°RS0" 

{(Ksiv) 230 RESTORE 310:G0SUB Sé0 

(Guiv) 240 WHILE [NKEYS()CMRS(13) :WiMD 

{Pudu) 258 ORIGIN 6,0,0,048,360,0:CL46 

{I]fv) 268 RESTORE 27@:GOSU2 Sée 

(Fike) 270 DATA 190,380,°RSA SPEECH 
SYSTEM’, 5,340, "Commands :",6, 320," 10" 
This turns the tape recorder 
on.",6,300,"107F This turns the tape 
recorder off.* 

{Prdbx} 288 DATA 


want to process at least one string otherwise we 
wouldn't have bothered to run the program. 

That might not always be true though, and we 
could use WHILE without a precondition and either 
enter the loop or not depending upon some other 
test = don't worry, if] become clearer later...). 

The rest of the code until line 90 is exactly the 
through this code, inputing a string, testing it for 
line 90, Now, do we want to continue? if yes, then 


8,c68,” RECORD, (start), (length)*,6,2," 

This command records angthing that 

1s" ,6,200,"playing through the CPC tape 

recorder." 

cS bata 6,100,"For best results the 

soumd should be",8,160,"quite lood.* 

(MaFa} 300 DATA G,120,"(start) = Mdress to 
store speech’, @,160,"(length) = Length 
of speech" ,6,68,"Make sure gou don’t 
record over the",0,48,"R&0 speech systen 
. 

‘Alew) 318 Dale 6,29," 

(Hrfv) 320 WHILE INMEYS()CHRS(13): WMD 

(Jnfw) 330 ORIGIN 6,0,0,648,3¢¢,0:01L4 

(Dkfv) 248 RESTORE 358:G0SUB S60 

{(Kabv} 358 DAT 
6,320," (SPEECH, (start), Clength)",6,290," 
This plays the speech back to you 
" 6,220,"(start) = dddress of speech" 

{Ijin} 368 DATA 0,200,"(length) = Length of 
speech” ,@,160,"Flease note that this 
comand turns the".0,140,"tape recorder 
off.*,6,8, "RSX" 

(Dwiv) 778 RESTORE 310:COSUE S6Q 

{Dyev) 220 WHILE TNKEYS()CHRE(13) WED 

{Eyal} 796 C4 

(Indu) 408 RESTORE 418:G0SUB S68 

(NuFl} 418 DATA 8,328," (SPER) [apeed of 
record/playback]",6,280,"This command 
allows you te alter the",@,268,"record 
and playback speed.",@,220,"(speed) can 
be between 1-255" 

(lili) 420 DATA @,190,"The fastest speed is 1 
and it also",@,168,"gives the clearest 
speech, bot it onlg",6,146,"allows a 
short recording.”,@,120,°A slow 
speed, sock as cB,means that 
you" ,8,169,"can do far larger recordings 
but the* 

(GxEa)} 430 Date 6,80,"aspeech wil] mot be as 
clear.*,6,60,"Ey altering the speed, you 
can play”,@,40,"your speech back at 
different speeds!" ,6,6,°RS%" 

(Fptw) 440 RESTORE 310:C0S08 Ste 

(Htew) 459 WHILE [MMEYS<()CHRE(13) :WEND 

(Luak) 460 CLG 

(Ctav) 470 RESTORE 480:C0SU8 S60 

(Gobo) 460 Data 
6,320," |WOLIME, (volune)* 8,280," This 
alters the volone of playback" ,6,268,°0 
for quiet and 15 for very low '° 

(Hazan) 490 DATA 8,220,"To use in gour own 
prograns:”,8,180,"Lead the RSA speech 
systen at address",0,160,°39000 and type 
CALL 75008 to turn it on” 


—_ 


WHILE ANSS="Y" in line 30 is true, the loop skips 
Answer in the negative, however, and line 100, 
WEND, is encountered. WEND simply means While 
110 dads the price: 

And there we have it. A loop which will perform 
iterations automatically (in this case, semi- 
automatically) and one which we can break out of at 
any point if the loop condition is no longer true. 


{Nyt} 


(Enfo} 
{(Kidv) 
(Pnav) 
(fu i} 
{Oihk) 
{Likg? 
{Jthp) 
(Fuh) 
(Aseq) 
{BiBi) 
{Maha} 
{Fvaa) 
(JpCq) 


(Frei) 
{Cs} 
(Apaj? 
(Hveq? 
(Gah |? 
(Luau) 
(Ekan} 
(Ntal} 
{Fpaa? 
(Camr } 
(Ces) 
(Dtat) 
{Pxal) 
{Lwak} 
{Dval) 
(asCk} 


{Eifn) 
{bw 
{Plat) 
{Litas 
{Muh} 
(Onhu) 
{aviu 
(Mg? 
(hinw? 
(Aqer) 
(Claw) 
(Cat) 
{Evaes} 
{Juhu} 
{Tot} 
(hour } 
{A yhq) 
{Etha) 
{drat} 
{Ois) 


$00 DATA O,120,"The RSA speech systen 
begins at 33000°,6,180,"and is 0 bytes 
long” .6,68,"Engoy '" 

S16 Data 6,8," HSA" 

S20 RESTORE 316:GOSUB Ste 

S30 WHILE INMEYS()CWRS(13):MEND 

E40 THGOFF:PRINT CHRS(22);CHRE(8) CL$ 
558 END 

She” 

578° 3D Leterring 

ie 

550 READ xx, yz, 2! 

Gao IF ro="kS4" THEN RETURN 

ble GOSue ba 

baa GOTO 538 

630 PLOT 500,500, 1:MOUE xx, 4: PRINT 

rh; PLOT $60,500, 2:MOUE xxe4, gcd PRINT 
zi; :RETURN 

640 ° 
658 ° 
669 ° 
57 RESTORE e108 

60 ch-8 

690 FOR ad=39000 10 39272 STEP ¢ 

Tod READ zi 

118 ¢=l 

Tee FOR azad TQ ade? 

732 aS MIDS (2h ,¢.2) 

740 PORE a, VAL("S" a8) 

758 choch+VaL("d"4a8) 

168 crete 

770 MEAT a 

73) MEAT ad 

790 IF ch()a3676 THEN FRINT "Oh dear ' 
There's an error in the data!" :ST0F 
soo RETURN 

S10 DATA JEGZIZTBIIIEOAS2 

Geo DATA ThNZINIW140SS 

830 DATA CIDIECHSDDTES832 

240 Dale JASST ICSF SDP TERY 

850 DATA J2sBSST ICSF Slee 

B60 Datla FESELOED7SFACSFS 

S70 DATA BIBOTEAFED TSF 1C$ 

880 DATA JASBUSTEDDISDDSE 

B90 DATA BEDDSEBIDDREOEDD 

900 DATA GEGICMOSEIAIESS 

910 DATA ZeGE9S93ATA9IIeF7 

320 DalA SOPDSERSDDSEOIDD 

930 bala BEGCDDGEOR TEES 

940 Dalaé FIBEOSCSAFBLBOTS 

956 Dale CEBEEDTOCE TF cage 

968 DATA CEPECEGES60110FE 

970 Dale GOBORRORE60 1 LATE 

900 DATA CLIBEOESIBTABIE9 

990 Data DEPECSI SIEOSEST 


Read Machine Code 








of the loop (in that situation, a simple GOTO would 
work almost as well), but we used it here to illustrate 
the point. 

WHILE...WEND is a wery powerful BASIC 
construct and one which few BASKs had until 
comparatively recently. Later in the series, we'll 
really put WHILE...WEND througn its paces, but for 
now, at least you've met it. 

Now let's just finish this month's column with an 
explanation of something [ve used a few times but 


(Chis) 1008 DATA CDIESSORDSCSOTOn 
(Kpat} 1818 Dela CBVEZSO2OLOOIEOS 
(Dttu) 1828 DATA GEFAEDASOEFEAITE 
(rat) 1830 DATA SOEDTSED4 68118 
{(Iuav) 1848 DATA FECEOGCIIODI2S1E 
(Muhy) 1698 DATA 7OEBI20D7F BC SOGF4 
{Nohv} 1868 DATA ED7SOEFGEDTEF ECS 
(Qwhu} 1B7G DATA EDTSEGIFEDTSOGF4 
(MwAt} 1882 DATA EDGSOGFE4IFEEGED 
‘duhv} 1090 DaTa 790 9000130994099 
{(MoAt} 1108 DATA S499C36B90C 37493 
{(Kutr) L116 DATA C37TDSRCIETIEC IN 
{OiAs) Ll2e DATA SOC 2ASSSSE4F4C55 
(Mut) LIB DAT 4pCSS39R4S4SC44F 
{Gidt} LI48 DATA CE4PSecescdS4 
(Feat) 1190 DATA Secasooeesasa ace 


Tennis 

No prizes for guessing what early wéeo game 
Tens 1§ a “90S Copy of This version. 
programmed by Polys Pilavas, features both 


joysbck and keyboard and speed Control 


{fuli) 16 MODE 1:y= 10: INK 1,26: INK 6,6: PAFER 
B: FEM 1:BORDER 8:G010 338 

(Cu) @ ORIGIN 8,0:MOUE 3, 32: DR AMR 
O,335,1:MOUE 618,32: DRAMR 
8,335, Liml=3:ag=3 

(GqCs) 3 w(Los$ie(2)<29:x8=* 
"+STRINGO(4, 131)" 
":declidgsdixe$igs3: ysis" 

"*STRIMAG(4,146)+" ° 

(Gubo) 42 GOSUE 2OB:GOSUE 218:GOSUE 220:60508 
e0 

(ImEq) $6 LOCATE «(1),2:FRINT yf LOCATE 
w(é),24:PRINT xf 

(Gqep) 66 wfsxedx:yfogedy 

(NxBa} 78 IF «f:38 OR uf:3 THEN dx=-dx: SOUND 
1, 188 

{Phaiv) 60 IF yf3 THEN GOSUE 488 

(Dlau) $8 IF gf-23 THEN GOSUE S38 

{Peat} 120 LOCATE «,y:FRINT * * 

(KsC1) 130 wcufsycyf: IF ytd OR yes THEN FOR 
s=1 TO S:CALL SBBIS:NEXT:GOT0 398 

(Ktix) 178 LOCATE xf,yf: PRINT CHRE(143) 

(Lonl) 199 GOTO 

(Mute) 200 IF MOT INKEY(@) AND x(1))1 THEN 
“(L)se(1)-2: RETURN ELSE RETURN 

(Ficl) 218 IF WOT IMMEY(74) AMD x(¢c))1 THEN 
a(2)=u(2)-2:RETURN ELSE RETURN 

{GiC1) 220 IF WOT IMMEY(1) AMD x (1)(33 THEN 
w(1)se(L)¢2: RETURN ELSE RETURN 

(Hote) 230 IF MOT IMREY(7S) @MD w(2)¢33 THEN 
x(2)=e(2)e2: RETURN ELSE RETURN 

(Fer) 399 IF 9(3 THEN ple-pictl:y=18:0010 460 


statements - any idea what | mean? 

Look at lines 70 and 90 in our code. See that 
colon? By using a colon, we can put several entirely 
simply to gain clarity or save time and effort typing 
lots of separate lines, but at other times, such as on 
line 70, the only way a particular construct will work 
is by using mutiple statements. 

That final BASIC instruction on line 70 (GOTO 40) 


TYPE-INS 





ELSE IF y)23 THEN plizpli¢l:y=18:Q010 
ane 

(FxFk) 400 CLS:PRINT:LOCATE 14,3:PEN 2:FRINT 
"Is it tennis?" : PRINT: PEN 3:FRINT 
SFACES(16)"By Folgs*:FRINT 
STRINGS (46,"0"): PRINT: FRINT:FEN 1: PRINT 
SPACESCI4) "Plager 1 "ipll 

(EvEk) 418 PRINT: PRINT SPACES(14)"Player 2 
";ple 

{MyEq)} 430 FEM 3:PRINT:PRINT SPOCES(S)"Press F 
to reset score 

{PaEv) 448 PRINT: PRIMT:FRINT SPOCES(9)"Press G 
for another gaae” 

(DtEa) 456 IF MOT INKEY(SO) THIN 
Pliz®:plé=O:CO10 480 

{PxBq) 468 IF MOT INKEY(S2) THEN CLS:CALL 
SEEIG:PEM 2:G070 2 

{Culu) 470 CALL &FBLE:GOTO 450 

{Wobv) 480 IF «(loedcxf OR w(l)“S=xf THEN 
dy=4:S00ND 1,198 

(KtEx) 490 IF «(idedeuf OR (L)e4euf THO 
dy=2:500) 1,176 

{Dut j) SOQ IF w(ldeloxf OR w(L)eb-o0f THEN dx=- 
dx:dy=2:SOUMD 1,200 

(LxBp) S10 IF MOT INKEY(9) AND n2z)@ THEM 
dy=S:nccac-1 

{Fréim} Seo RETURN 

(Lali) S30 IF x(e)ed=uf OR x(e)eScuf THEN dy:- 
4:500N) 1,19 

{(FaEw) $48 IF «(2)+4cxf OR «(2)43=0f THEN dy=- 
2: SOUND 1,176 

{Titk) $96 IF w(2)elcxf OR x(2)+boxf THEN dx=- 
dx:dy=-2: 500M) 1,208 

(GuEq) S60 IF MOT INMEY(76) @ND ml)@ THEN dy-- 
S:alcal-1 

(apm) STO RETURN 
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is only performed if the first statement on the line is 
true (is the user input invalid?) if that statement isn't 
true, then the rest of that line is skipped - without 
regard to the rest of the arguments it might contain 

if we'd put GOTO 40 on its own line following line 
= nothing would ever be processed! 
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ACTION TEST pages 44-47 »« ACTION REPLAY pages 48-49 » CHEAT MODE pages 51-54 


A groovy new wrestling game, a budget 
compilation, some re-releases, Lemmvincs 
cheats, and a couple of new games from 
CodeMasters... welcome to Power Up, AA’s AMERICAN TAG TEAM WRESTLING...........74% 


very own games department. 


Done anything exciting this month, Adam? “Well, | 
made contact with aliens.” Er, that sounds quite 
exciting. What happened? “It was amazing. | was 
just idly strolling round the office when | happened 
to glance out of the window and saw the word 
‘Helly’ high up in the sky. Having read a number of 
books on ufology | knew exactly what to do, and 
mmedcately strapped a TV anel to my head and 
leant out of the window. | tned to engage the 
hens mi conversation, mandspeaking messages 
of fnendstup and fraternal greeting, but they didn't 
reply. | was $0 disappowted. It was only later that 
| discovered the goss magazme lyng on the 
table with its title reflected in the window. Oops.” 


Rod Lawton 

Rod was in hosortal when we caught up with hen, 
with the whole of his body except his mouth and 
left knee enclosed in plaster. Oh dear Kod, what 
happened to you? ‘I fell out of the window. I'm 
usually very doubtful of Adam and his Irttle 
schemes, but thes aben contact thing was difer- 
ent. [ve atways been interested in outer space, 
and didnt want to pass by the opportunity to 
make contact with an alen race. Unfortunately | 
leant a bet too far out of the window when looking 
ior ther spacesiup, and fell out of ft. On wel 
Adam's stil looking for ahens and he’s promised 
to bring one with ham when he next wsrts.” 
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plete cowards. Tou nave to chase them round 
and round the rng to try and get a shot in. Stand 


mn the meciie and wart for the 





Pur pare fp rif to imu rat rr 


aaa hee ie ae ‘This runsing sround is ‘eicihebde very ail 
you'll be warting an awtully exercise, but it’s not exactly wrestling is Ht? 


lag Team Wresthng 15 just about on a par with 
WWF, and it’s a whole lot cheaper... 

Games like this are loads more fun in two 
player mode. Even though the contest drags on 
for ages before anyone wins, you'll have big fun 
beating and bashing your human opponent. Just 
dont take @ too seriously, OK? And remember: 
wresthng games are crap. 


Adam Puow 


Decent enough graphics. it's eary to 
epritet are a bit blocky. 

Typical computer noises. ‘Dutsch’ 
Pwuyuuu' Beeeee’ ‘Schireu’. Do | 
need to spell it out? 


Wreetling it ultra pop at the 
moment, and Tag Team looks and 
plays as smooth as WHF. 


STAYDHOG FUAVEF: 
phe etd af ees ne ty The 


| Amenican Tac Team Warestunc is a 











GAME REVIEW 


Miove that body 








Here's Kauckles (blue cosie) and Justin (in the red) modelling them for us... 
— ay 
CHOP CORNER ROPE | ELBOW DROP 
4 ae 
oe i rs ‘7 i —. 4 
, = zl L r 7 - c 
. C “i e 
I ca 45 - : = — = 
= f —— a c 
——— . ot 


Knuckles: The chop to the head 
i @ good move. Sometimes it 
takes two or three before he go 
Justin: Ves, this one's quite 
painful f reaty hurts the side 
of your head. There are a lot of 
far worse moves though 


FLYING KICK 


Eu. a 
tea =| a a 
cay 
Ez ' 
i 
Sa ie 
y c z= 
| —, 
= Li a 
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Frockles Need to be running 
fast between the ropes, then 
hardest kick there is, @ makes 
that is possible. Ha ha. Hurt 
them and hurt them good 


Rum ft 
» ea = 
4 ‘5 ne 
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re 
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. fa 
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Knuckles: Run from one side of 
ring to the other, very fast. Run 
nto enemy for pain of do fying 
kick for extra pam. | ike 
soir © your opponent tries 
this, go and eft in the corner. if 
Pe el 
i 
Ts not really very likely 





Keuckhes: Here | go, this it fun 
ropé+, then off | jump. Look out 
below, Knuckles is coming! 

Justin: Keep out of the way. ft 
takes ages for a wrestier to get 
up on the ropes and only a fool 
would get Caught out. (Thwack) 
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Knuckles: Sempde kick to fhe 
ghoulies. Not special but # 
Justin: They need to be very 
near to get a kick or punch my 
on you. Keep your distance and 
youwe nottung to worry about. 
Well, 2 Ort less to worry about 


SHOULDER 
a 


Knuckles: When enemy tired, 
them. W referee can count up 
to tree you are the winner and 
juein: You mugnt be able to get 
up from this before the throe 
count, of you might not A 
seams pretty random 


Rod have a go on | Tac TEAM WresTLnG 


Kouckles When opponent is 
floored by punch or hick, add 
to pain with elbow drop. Do tro 
Pd Be ee 

Justin: This jest bent on. You've 
been knocked to the ground, 
the one thing you dont need is 
an elbow in your stomach 


PUNCH 


Hnuckles: Wooo... 

you primate. Pul you off guard 
with my ‘not wery good at fight- 
ing’ routine, eh? A grab by the 
scruff of the neck, a hand to 
the arm ond whan is victory 
to the man in the pleasant red 
Y-fronts. | thank you... 








SA er Selance tater, 
Red's out for the count and Adam's upside 


papas ; Rod floors Adam with a drop kick 


“on yeah?” Thwack! Things seem to be get: 
ting a little heated as Adam lands a punch 








and ankle lock. “Ow, y OSS pateneae 
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Oof! Does CodeMasters fall flat on its back- 
cide with the dattest footie concept ever? 


jie j Aarne ¢ 1a | C i ie os | } et 4 Ta 
‘ have got absoutery not f ( 
Or have they? St dow md = play 
CodeMasters ttle budget outm@g tor a minute of 
$0 and you Start to get the idea. its actually Ip 


Pa 


tame football in a way. You use the tippers to t 
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Level Two is just more of the same, but 
way before you can score. 
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Oh no, scale Bid dion Riedl nad ait Geout We 
computer rubs it in by displaying a picture 
of your despairing goalic... 


mere rs niiorTe fe) 


mchkung footballs prion d ths\page, 

fled out who it is [ar pot ig to giv 
sr. them the pooh fod will shortly be 
pein t pantomi me wm 


Pi Ce 
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Nell, a lot, really — unless 5 yo be ‘mad on 
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D iad ri arly Orit : Pi F4 
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There's a third oto em, too. Some foo-i§—~ 


af = 


Adam) 


her ai} calt mine = 


Not exactly riveting to look at, but 
pretty detailed and everything 
moves quite emoothly 


Sep Ss 

Jolly bop-a-long title tune and all the 
usual boppy, twirly. pogly, beepy 
penball sounds 


Soccer Pinball grabs you harder 
than Vinnie Jones (but doesn't make 
your eyes water quite to much) 


Well, to be honest = to be brutally 

honest = this is pretty priful once 

the novelty's worn off 

Soccer Pivmai. sounds like a barmy 
idea for a game, but it's actually 
quite good fun. For a while. 


on algok | 


Pe 









Tie crostare wlth a Gace Shes an enatoped Get that apple! Every time you zap a mon- 
cushion is a split second away from having ster it leaves some food behind. Don't tread 


CodeWMiasters 8 O926 8214132 8 
£3.99 cassette 












Di ews Woe camic Fruption’ What sort of a whole range of nasty SuUrpTISeS. 
fide i is that? it “stads like someone sufferng Some of these are in thetorm of : |= ==: 
froma gastrhe complaint! blobby creatures” thet “Smale A > i 
bats 6 tha hero af’ ‘Qur fale Pull, is abov rf engapinehy whit st tr, ying to dO YOU cai 
such vulgadty, Thidittie Odgon bloke-s-siicute—in. Some are giant Where Hat > 
he will make yas IC kK Rult tikes TOW a DJ) has _eaehine: throw out a ge. 
to rec cower Pec eal lectins fromthe @vl Others are scowling fialtiec Who hut 
Canta Krip | (who's een its ; _— errors “There's SHE, bat “thayse nou 
—tr “this ‘you | have a tubal i-Knn’s getting oon) the Af 
faeby tere hie fiitnes—(endt her chythelks ands hench a “‘Espttcia ty since thete“a re nasty things you 












Blobs) Dy be rig r tw rly thang’s ait thie? lobb ng ae usin t bar dc ope trward- oe ort; ing arrows m 
bombs of breath ng fre (depend, ; ihe Bro per afd conveyor belts that try to ‘The little feller himself can go left and right, jump 
wmcn DonUS YOu ve p j fe you realy cont want to n the aw and launch ary special weapons 
Ihe sea 15 to and don't fail in the water fou don't get any sound effects during the 


is mce and colourful, but t game. instead, you get a really rather sweet 
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poor little Puff. i's yet another platiorm arcade 
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fd never played Badlands Or 
me an idea of what to expect. i to S UF 
on: sues the C PC C has he 21 ri he warmed 
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N Runner and jot about ote 
é ever p pr odux ced). 
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use Nati 
box Splenda S game frst came out t about 
Ben Johnson?” the smart arses asked. No-one 
had an an sopbsbcsni Snappy ' rate though ". 
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“Winners don't ras the slogan a 






























oath. The PACA, bullet cushions 
ally | spaced-out junkies, This begs 

question: trying to stop the drug barons is fai 
enou 7 ob er shooting the punkoes 15 gone 
io do them i harm as the drugs are 
iS sis America, the coun 








‘bonnes neve being 2  128Konky me 
aor pir peasiicg 464, Or ny nondoctored 














And indeed, manage it they h ave. (Gooc 
work.) So what's wrong with Badlands? Most 
things really. Removing the reverse function and 
replacing Up with Fire (as the control for moving 
forward) hacks to pieces the intricate control 

thod that made Supersprint and Supercars 

such | delights What you're left with, when th 
chiselling is over and the dust clears, is one o' 
the easiest and most  pointiess games lier . 

four car fi hasnt got ‘the expec i 
problems (control method and Shp factor), the 
opposition cars are precious little opposition, 
and the tracks are very smal | and | very simple. 
What can be done then to present some sort of 
challeng 3 























e for the competitor? Don't worry, the 
people behind Badla nds knew what to do about 
that. They thought it would be a good idea to put 

It’s all about crashing into walls, turning round 
and ge continuing on your journey. And that’s 
it. Badlands, With just eight small tracks to snore 
round it's a bit lacking in ‘lands’, but as for the 
‘bad’, weil it's got that by the bucketload, One for 
the bin, methinks,  __ 











are soon forgotten n a game so bred and wnorig- 
inal that the ikdefined sprites and snail-speed 
scrou ang. ore al you'll remember it by 
It’s boring, it’s repetitive, it's unoriginal, it's 
repetitive, it’s dull, t's crap to look at, it’s pre- 
oe it’s dull, it’s unoriginal, it’s boring, it’s 
crap, it’s repetitive and it’s unoriginal. And fm 
going to 0 rw t the tape to ) shreds night here... inp, 
shred, etc) a) | feel Detter, now. As a two- 
Lave oderate appeal. On your 
* off talking to the wal paper. 

















Todays ¥ view: Nac conde me of bens 
Storm, ea baat being reminded of the 
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an you Slop hundreds of tury ite marrenas PYrOtext  arguabey the Dest word processor you 
rom Gceng Puneet wi’ f tarts off easy, but can buy for your Amstrad (f's the one that 
pets harder afd harder, A brdkant, oneal gare 500 by the AA ectoral tearn), It's wery fast aig 


5 paceed with features. | a0 show compre 
hence fehandang (tul ook management) froc 
witten the program. Can be ‘expanded’ wt 
Prosped 
Promerge 
and Protype 
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Descnphor Price Urder No Descnpbor Price der No 
Lemmings Cass «=£13.99 AALEMC Protext Disk £19.95 Ab TAD 
Lemmings Disk £16.99 AALEMD 
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Oatabate Software 


AA BINDER 


FD yor oe raf Arn arr Ate ml Tide ask me oe 


Py ri. z ee ie Pow: aa Fo silk é ee ie 
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a i rh el 5 a ar a Yi Fr 7 il — 
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Mini Office Il Cass £13.99 AASTOAL 
Mini Office ll Disk £15.99 AAsTOAD 
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GAME TIPS 








Starting this month, a new 
pokes request spot PLUS 
meore keypress cheats, a complete 
solution for Hudson Hawk and 
loads of Lemmings help... 

On oe all your characters wil be alve 

agen, DU win a body point of zero. However, Lemmings 


02d your character into a booby trap or trap Sale’s Mike (doc) Wong hasn't left us for good 
door in the floor and you now have infinite body after all — he’s stil holed up in an emergency at 
nts 





Hero Quest ge 5. Do thes for all the characters and you Can Holby General. He has come out of retrement to 
Lee Rouane of Ashover is becoming a regular arry on as normal and complete the quests sort out the mastergame Lemmings. Apparently 
character in this columm (even f he has con there is a bug in the program (the Gisk version, 
tributed to the “other” Amstrad magazine, we still [PP aumney at least) which means the codes above level 5 


ke tum). Ths month he has a tp for Hero Quest: Christopher Allen Of Market Harborough sug are reported as incorrect. Anyway, Wong to the 
Qn starting the game, get al i characters gests for the cartridge game Pang that if you wes... err, rescue. If you have a Muttface then 
killed, and then go back to the mam menu. wait on the title screen untl the demos have fir ane can put it right by poking &98C8 with &3C. 
(That's all 've ever done - ed) Before you play ished and the title screen has come around agam The level codes are: 

the game, go to the character select option from you get 4900 pots... @ you wart for it to go 


the main menu and redefine all the dead charac- around twice you get double points! Wart even 01 BEJHLDHBCP 02 MJHLDHBCCY 
ters names to ones of your own. longer and you get enough pots for extra 03 NHLDHBEDCV 04 HLDHBMNECO 

Do this for all the characters, then select inves... (ha, you buncha wimps - fancy needing 05 LDHBEJLFCX 06 DHBMJLLGCO 
game from the main menu. extra ives for Pang! - ed) 07 HBENLLDHCN O08 BMNLLDHICW =| 





VMiore keypress cheats! 





“> As promised in last Jungle Warfare by if you hold down the keys again on the title screen it 

month's issue, we've got ‘Press SHIFT and P to pause —_ will be put right. 

| a=" the second wave (another the game, then type JASON. Pressing P will restart 
sevent) of keypress cheats comes from the amaz- the game with infinite lives. Realm by Firebird: At any time during 
ing Muttiface of Keypress King Paul Harper, from the game hold down the keys SHIFT (TAB) and F9 
Folkestone. Megabucks by Firebird: At any and you will complete the game - it doesn't do any- 


time during the game hold down the keys “M","<" = thing else, but there you are, what do you want, 
Havoc by Piayers: Ai any time during and “>” and press any cursor key to see the blood? (Yes, yours - ed) 
the game hold down Z and the full stop “." on the GDAY BRUCE appears, “then you can play the cursor to go back a screen. Each time you do this a 
keypad to load the next level. Tomcat upside down (Australia, geddit?). live will be awarded to you. 









Ha ha -~ can't even get off 

Level One in 
arsacben 

Well with this keypress cheat, 
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GAME 





09 BEJHMDHJICY 10 MJHMDHBKCR 
11 NHMDHBELCO 12 HMDHEMNMCX 
13 MDHBEJLNCO 14 DHBMJLMOCJ 
15 HBENLMDPCW 16 BMNLMDHOCP 
17 BEJHLFHBDS 18 MJHLFHBCDL 
19 NHLFHBEDDY 20 HLFHBMNEDR 
21 LFHBEJLFDK 22 FHBMJLLGDT 
23 HBENLLFHDQ 24 BMNLLFHIDJ 
25 BEJHMFHJDL 26 MJHMFHBKDU 
27 NHMFHBELDR 28 HMFHBMNMDK 
29 MFHBEJLNDT 30 FHBMJLMODM 
31 HBENLMFPDJ 32 BMNLMFHODS 
33 BEJHLDIBES 34 MJHLDIBCEL 
35 NHLDIBEDEY 36 HLDIBMNEER 


38 DIBMJLLGET 
40 BMNLLDIIEJ 
42 MJHMDIBKEU 


37 LDIBEJLFEK 
39 IBENLLDHEQ 
41 BEJHMDIJEL 


43 NHMDIBELER 44 HMDIBMNMEK 
45 MDIBEJLNET 46 DIBMJLMOEM 
47 IBENLMDPEJ 48 BMNLMDIQES 
49 BEJHLFIBFV 90 MJHLFIBCFO 
51 NHLFIBEDFL 52 HLFIBMNEFU 





ora ie Oclebere Chest Mode =| have bed R dace 
February! Better late than never, eh Ben? 


Level 1 
Subgame 1: At the start, stay off the ground 
as much as possible and avoid the dog. To get up to 
Push the first on to the lift and the second to the left 
of the door. Drop the first on to the second, keeping 
the crates on the screen at all times. Push the 
crates. along and press Up to climb. Use the other 
crate as a boost to get to the open window. Stand to 
the right of the window and press Up to finish. 


Subgame 2: Be careful of the plugs. Jump 
those above. Use the crate to climb over the higher 
tiles. 

| 

Subgame 2: Use the sofa to bounce over 
the black and white fioor tiles. Wak for the bloke 
sid arab ida tare a: billet bien. Dont 
you'll be sent back to the start of the game. 


Subgame 4: Start by going to the right. 
ladder (if you miss you get frazzled). To turn off the 
fan touch the ewitch at the bottom of the stairs. Go 
as quickly as possible because all of the switches 
are on a timer. Continwe through, but be careful of 


Subgame 5: Wait st the beginning for two 
gun. 
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33 LFIBEJLFFN 54 FIBMJILLGFW 
55 IBENLLFHFT 26 BMNLLFIIFM 
57 BEJHMFIJFO 58 MJHMFIBKFX 


99 NHMFIBELFU 60 HMFIBMNMFN 

Lesarnisses (2) 

all that, Jarme Turpin of Greystones 
facross the sea in beland) has discovered a 
keypress. Hold dow 5 SHFT.ZE 

and A on the screen displaying the current Cy 
and the increase. Lo nat 


extend f past 6) = it does not return to normal. 


Losnsesslengss (3) 


F alarige 
ine weys 


ery level wll 


iE 
eu LT il rd and V Tas el cope of 
Lemmings help is from Gordon 


Masson of Nawn, Here's what he reck 


oe 4 oe 1 . Pin is r oer. | - Lath ry 2 
ay ui oo ATES yt Suicide ‘the vo 
For both Clmbers and F 


because ts harder to 


La =e 
POGLETS. 


cack On Ieminungs wher 


Level 2 

Subgame 1: Fall to the left and climb the 
steps to the right. Go past the first set of stones and 
climb the second to the top. Go left, collect the 
throwing your ball. Jump off at the end and climb 


Subgame 2: At the beginning go right down. 
At the first junction go up the ladder to the very top, 
right, then up. Go left, up then across the tightrope. 





spikes coming from the floor. To turn off the fan go 
potsible. 


Subgame 3: Fal ttraight to the very bottom 
of the screen. Jump over the dark blue (dark green 
if you have a green screen) tod and kill the baddies 
immediately above and in front of you. Avoid all 
bombs dropped by the two parachutists and then 
climb back up to the tightrope. 


Chock mi advance 


they are close to the otyect or failing. But keep 
an eye on Chmbers as they have a habet of clumb- 


mg to thew own cemise 


Blockers 

its possile to turr 
or, wWockers back to 
_ Walkers f you get a 
lermung to dig 
away the pround he 
is Slangine on. 















 Blocker- 

| less? 

| f you run out 
of Blockers, dig a prt to trap 

1, the other erm ~ then, when 
the other task | ished, make 

| 2 famp out of the pa and the 

emmngs Can carry on 


continued on page 54 


Hucdison Hawk solution 


the floor. To kill the thingies that twow bombs. keep 
them at the edge of the screen, stay clear of the 
ing over them. Go right down a ladder, then left, 
ladder. Avoid treading on the floor at this stage, use 
the bricks to walk across. 


Lewel 3 

Subgame 1: Climb up the stages, avoiding 
falling objects. Use the ball to burst the balloons 
held by baddies. At the top go right. up the lift and 
then left. 


Subgame 2: Fall down, but not too far, and 
then climb back up the white platforms. At the top, 
avoiding falling objects. Climb up the stages and the 
boost your jump to climb the Ladder and finish. 


Subgame 23: |gnore the fat man in white at 
ie eet: ee Re eee Oe Sea, 
‘Mitsrant dirvcihann. Midst incy top; gach 
jump into the window to finish. Do not use the lift. 





Subgame 4: Push the crate near the top 
right to the left and on to the lift Take it up two 
stages using the lifts, and then push it off to the 
right. Use it as a boost to jump up and finish. 


Subgame 5: Fall down and push the crate to 
get the crystal. Throw the ball at the switch in the 





GAME TIPS 


Covertape pokes 





Wherever would we be without our regular hackers 
on the search for those elusive pokes? Without a 
poke section that's where™ (I've forgotten how to do 
them!) 

Street's Graham Smith (i was down at 
Glastonbury for a few days in the summer, Gray, did 
tape crackers for us in the shape of Multimixx 4, 
an extra dose of energy per portion of lamb. Last, 
Anarchy. Keep 'em coming Gray. 


Andy Price has been hanging on to this tape poke 
and gives infinite lives. He wrote it back in 1990 but 
it hasn't seen the light of day until now (mainly 
because | forgot to put it in!). 


Request 
spot! 


Your letters for requests have been flooding in. 
Now, this is where it gets very messy! Most of the 
pokes we have used in the past were written for the 











titles (Red Heat is one of the casualties - sorry to 
those who wrote). So... ll do my best, but can't 

Anyway, totally undaunted by trivialities, here is 
Mode vault (under a blanket in my bedroom, 





1) Robocop 
irs hg xed cell teas sr 


2) Frankenstein Jnr 
This is an early poke from Andolpho Price. ft 





Oi, oe Ioutachin’ wcbidgias “rises daly Gaim woah 
more time at the Combat School! 


3) Combat school 

Back in "88 it was printed in AA29, but one or two of 
the numbers got switched (I). So after only four 
years here is the correction... The poke allows you 
to slow the timer. 


4) R-Type 
This poke also found it's way into the Cheat Mode 


5) Wonderboy 
A (good old) Graham Smith poke from back in AAGO 
- it supplies infinite lives. 


VMiultsiface Miasterciass 


53m 


Masterhackers Lee Rouane of Ashover and Paul BF ee Be Inf. life 
Harper of Lowestoft dish the dirt on this month's Fairlight 2 2865 13 lmlocks doors 
batch of games... fait Be Inf. life 
4273 Be Inf. Brooch (1) 
SEES Be Inf. carpet (2) 
Name ADDRESS  FOKE EFFECT Bonbfusion 4a72 oe Inf. lives 
4935 Be Inf. tine 
Clazsic iociens by BR8D 47 oe huf Wiedershen Monty ADE eB Inf. lives 
Classic Mumcher (4) 8959 C$ —sdInf. lives hnigntaare $367 (3 Inf, Candle 
Inpossanole (t) ebic ss Inf. energy 
Fataan a4 A eT ics Be Inf. lives The Widltitace VWiay 
ahecionas Rider aa) SIG no No. of lives Good grief, what's all this gibberish in this box, then? Weil, i'l all make sense to 
Licence re Kall de Rane ne No. of lives anyone who has one of Romantic Robot's Multifaces. These litte black boxes plus 
Live and Let Die te) lacks 1 Inf » fuel . into the back of your machine and let you freeze’ games and then cheat! 
Over lander (a) ae sdgrothccl bi The (t)s and (d)s before the address indicate whether the poke was written for 
Insector ‘Hecti (t) 4674 ne I * bles a tape or disk game [they might work on both, it's worth a try). Just in case you 
i of : Sirs don't already how to put in these BLACK BOX POKES, here are the steps to 
4rer bed Inf. lives success: 
4Fz2 53) 0=s« SB soshots per level 
a 
Navy Moves (t) oar = 255 lives a) ne Oe hens Se Oe 
Pit bi | b) Press the RED button on the MULTIFACE. 
Guofighter (t) Fee a7 Inf. lives ¢) Press “T for tool 
3383 Ae Inf. bullets Ne a Ee tan u 
op Thunderbolt = (4) «AATF 02 Inf. bullets ; Sis ae Cs eta aad ead iene 
sabe ae Inf credits f) Press “SPACE* for input. 
— oe. eee z) Type in the ADDRESS (4 characters, .g. 3A7C) 
eRe Sateen erie h) Type in the POKE (two characters, ¢.g. A7) 
Tir Na Nog 9ACE og Invulnerable i) Press “RETURN” 
sa A BE espe here mere an ne ot 
Fairlight 7S0B «= «18S Unlocks doors diss atcrinte higapc 


|} Press “KR” return to the game. > 
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GAME TIPS 


Traps 

H you cant avoid a trap, compact a lot of lem 
mrungs together and only 
go through a trap — lemvrngs ce one Dy one. 


ja few will die when they 


Falling 

Lemmings can't fall too far, so when building 
long rarnps, build another ramp parallel so that if 
any lemmings fall from the main ladder they will 
fall to the other one and survive. 


Puzznic 

Frankie Grieco of Wimbledon Chase has a cheat 
for Ocean's perwcious puzzler Purznic. “While 
you're playing,” he says, “press R to enter the 
retry menu and type HELPME. Then press WN at 
any tne to skip stages.” 


in Puzzeec? Frankie Grieco knows a way 
out... 


We wvant 
your cheats! 


Nearly all of the cheats, hints, thos, solutions and 
poKes in this section are sent in Dy Our readers, 
We pay £20 for each poke we use on the cover- 
tape, and £10 for the best of the tips printed 
inside the magazine. 

So what aré you waiting for? Now's § your 
chance to achieve fame and fortune (hey, easy 
on the fortune! — ed) wa the pages of Amstrad 
Action. Send your cheats etc to: 


Don't forget to include a stamped SAE if you 
want your matenail returned. With maps, remer- 
ber that these pages are Dlack-andwhite, $0 
don't spend ages drawing in colour! 


® Don't forget! If you desperately need spe- 
cific gare poke, write in to the POKES 
REQUEST spot at: Cheat Mode, Amstrad 
Action, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon 
BAI 2BW. There's also the HELP! column 
(opposite) for all your other queries & 
AMSTRAD ACTION October 


199? 


HELP ! 


if you're stuck on a game, or you simply can't get 
hold of an old classic, send a postcard (or write 
on the back of an envelope) to: 


PP Me i 
Amstrad Action 
Heauford Court 
20 Monmouth Street 
Hath 
Avon HAT ZHVV 


Wanted: Lemmings, North and South and others 
(preferably on disk). Will swap with Soccer Stars, 
Wrestlernania and loads of others. 


— am | 2 J 
esl O80? (34445 


Would someone wish to do a swap/lend me Sly 
Spy tape or disk, and | will give you two of these 
frre: Terminator 2, WWF, Shadow of the Beast, 
Bart Simpson vs The Space Mutants (all on tape 
with cheats) and Golden Axe (disk). 


Bis oe | Ac ciety oe 4 
pee U1 (45 BB4) 


| am trying to get a copy of Garza for the 
GX4000. | will pay £25 for a second-hand copy. 
James, 0256 £60557 


Can anyone solve level 27 on Lermmings for me? 
Subse 


j - Fa eae ge 7 a ad 
Let, We fool 


Wanted: North and South for Shadow Dancer. 


foe = on = 
Cor "a | hat i 5 ae 
aa Pier hy le de Se 


How do | get the pearl in Mermaid Madness (from 
Electric Dreams) without getting trapped? 


m7 ro) Be reo 


reas. Ud) Oo Ua 


Le | 


Wanted: Loricie!s Skweek on disk. 


Pete we | ie. Miele Ku a4 ater Pou 

Help needed on Spellbound Dizzy. | can save 
Dylan and Grand Dizzy, but | can't get any further. 
DS / D461! 


a 
Granam, Uoy O45 


Desperately wanted: Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade or Final Fight. Will pay up to £5. 


Fury § 
ca Eh | 
ear a, Wal 


Desperately needed: all Multiface cheats since 
they started. (You must be joking! - ed) 


Help! Can anyone tell me how to get out of the 
first two rooms in Anightmare. (m desperate! 


rs r i a G a ar =e s ar —_ 
carl, 0423 886769 ater 6o 


| need a cheat or poke for The Untouchables on 


Has anyone got a copy of Mike Singleton’s Lords 

of Midnight for the 6123/7 Preferably disk but 

tape’s fine. Will swap or pay reasonably. 

Rosemary, 0697 351 
# 


ate | +4 : z . 
J30 let OO Ween Oeys 


Can someone please tell me where | can get 
Thunderbirds on disk? Tips for Spellbound Dizzy 
would also be helpful. 


r oa ie a) ie | ara 
rachiand, US! God 1330 


How do you get past the shark in Everyone's a 
pps getting killed? 

Coin, 091 373 4625 

Desperately wanted: Rick Dangerous 2 on disk. 


Dowd, 0797 41/71 after bom 


Help needed on Spellbound Dizzy. How to get past 
spare ore crusher? Where is Dozy? 


Aié4 & 74 oar dacs Tha ey 
Val, 0/44 53604 5-9om Monday I hursday 


Wanted: Double Dragon 1 and Seymour goes to 
Hollywood (tape originals). For Ninja Commando 
and Football Manager and Football Manager 
World Cup Edition (tape originals). 


1 7 Sar Pars See sO 
Seghen, O6oR AP717) 


Wanted: Elite on disk. Will pay. 


Fi as nae : 7 : : 
0673 747346 after Gort 


Help wanted on Aenon. How do you destroy the 
first sector guardian? 


Alex, 0344 77650? after 3:300m 


Desperately wanted: Shadow Dancer on tape. 


- yp SPL) 
Matthew, ey a ie a ie 


Wanted: Bards Tale or ee of Chaos tape /disk. 


lhorstan, OS 94) Bas / after Som 


Wanted: Dan Dare for the 464. 


Help wanted on Platoon. | can not find my way out 
of the tunnel network, has anyone got a map?7l 
can offer help with Dizzy 1, 2, 3 and 4. 


| a Prot at) fo Etats 
Sa siti “ a ak 4 
ee, Woe eee oe 


Help! in Spelibound Dizzy, where are the yolkfolk 
— Nese and Grand Dizzy, and how do you 


Games wanted: Double Dragon 3, Out Run Europa 
and others. Will swap Rick Dangerous 2, 
Terminator 2 and others. 


= 


ie = rT E 
Hayne, sal a oo oe 


Does anyone know where the secret room in 
sees! Islands is? 


Dareei, ( 


‘ US BS 7h4 466 CAT 
| need the password to Level Two of Saigon 
Combat Unit. 


al 


john, 03587 55355) 4:3 


Has anyone got a cheat for Arkanoid, at | cannot 
get past Level 9. Help given on Saigon Combat 
A ee ee 
Movie and Dizzy 1 & 5. 

Stuart, 0283 510609 








| ST 


520ST-E 
START PACK 









PLUS! 
FREE GIFTS 
FROM SILICA 


(SEE PANEL ON LEFT) 


Pe hk aha crt hy i ee eT 


TOPTWARE - ARCADE CLAS: 











| SCRTWARE . PROOUCTMTY 
First Word - Word Pre ait 








RETURN THE COUPON A 
FREE COLOUR ST BROCHURE 


yar HO Ay 7 
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Tote! Wate OHTA Te | : 
Boni eh | Lasaphh Lest Pace Seveey C574 | 
SikA PRACE c48.00 






Pott Wal 
“acer, (lest Pact See 0051 67 | 





| Fiws ; 





4 = : | ORDER: 4 The Mews, Hatreriey 7] Sidcup. ‘Kent, DATS 40% Tet O61: 1 1111 | 
SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU abo gp a ak O71 

| 1 ! | | | | S40r ‘7? Totentam Coot Road, Lowion, WIP GBA te OT S860 
oa thor et 9 er 6 oor hep Late Pgh Catemreriny Foe Me OF) aay 
Sd PARE OVNI TSGL AMY: Cn a batdaes codene aideed ta tC aiden imo e |. Gelreines peo 6 —] . Wik ft 1 
© TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of wctrcal exerts at your verdce ee SP a Ee ll 
® PRIC formally match competion of a “Same product - Save price” bass IRTP SH re Wig Ba, Sica, Ket. OTA OOF WE OOOO OT id ae ' 
© ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS: Proven tack record i profesmonal computer sales Ceara He bbws Sead ‘int, Lane ore Fray po i fa in ee eT , 
@® BUSINESS + EDUCATION « GOVERNMENT: Vcisce Sacorts pretetie 081-308 a8. _ , : 
© SHOWROOMS: Denoreration and yaereg fecites Boow Lodo 4 Secu branches 
® THE FULL STOCK RANGE: Al of you requiremerts trom one supple 
@ FREE CATALOGUES: Wi be mailed to you wah offers avd softwere/perpheral cewds 
@ PAYMENT: By ca). cheque oo a mar ced! cards 
Beles you Gece when io buy you new Alsi SToonputer, we supped! pou Perk very carefully about 
WHERE you buy & Consider what if wil be le a few months after buying you ST. when you may 
ure atdicral perpferss avd sofware. of help and achice we your few purchase. And, wll fe 
Cormigery jou Guy fom contact you wah cetade of reew products? At Saice Sytierns. we ordre Peat pou 
wo hare foteng fo worry about, We heave been estabeehed for over 12 peert and, wen our unerveied 
operence avi expertise, we can now cae i meet ov customers requirements wih an 
uidetiardng wheth © second to none. But dont psf tae our word lor @ Complete and retumn fhe 
coupon fiow for our late! Foee Merature and beg to experience he “Seice Soles Service” 
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Commodore, 


Show facts ‘Tickets siaive 


When? November 5-8, 9.30am-5pm (4pm Sunday) | | would like to order advance tickets for the Future 

Where? Earls Court, heart of London | Entertainment Show and save £1.05 per ticket. 

What? Amiga software and hardware plus Sega, Nintendo, PC, ST... 

How much? £7 adults, £5 Under 14s (but see Save time and money) | 

Who? Everyone who's anyone including the Amstrad Action team | FROESR FONG 118, INOS 1E CATES SE EE e 
: Total Paymenté 


Save time and money saeiiesd ok paimete 2. 1b 
dane | | Please make all ch | Acce 
Get smart. Getting on for 100,000 people are expected to attend the ! Eta iy my se. Cheque 


Future Entertainment Show. You know what that means: Queue City. | FUTURE ENTERTAINMENT SHOW [1] PO 
So avoid all the foot-shuffling, hanging-around-for-ages start to the | 
~noney! Bitof | card number. 
hen regret it 


| Please send me __ adult tickets at £5.95 each 


| Expiry Date 
| Name. 


Jes and save : Address = —— 


___ Post code 


' Send this form to: FUTURE ENTERTAINMENT SHOW 
' PO Box 2, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, L65 3EA 


FOR 6128+/464+/GX4000 
TITLE BOXED WITH UNBOXED NO 
| INSTRUCTIONS INSTRUCTIONS 
Klax.. - heh DD cc ccecccsccecesvees de 4.99 
Pro Tennis Tour.. eed DD ccccceseecseveereeesdel 4g 
iBatman. — eS ccccecssscencecsereedeh 4.99 
|Operation Thunderbolt 24.99 ..... .«+4 14.99 
Barbarian II pan didewvussdewaiow wale Ake 
Navy Seal csivsanasnsi ROA. DD avcrasninesearssviv 4 OO 
Robocop II ...... set D sindtesisanivavsesrte ee 
Pang...... sshascancce QO sccessnsesvencsive £14.99 
Switch Blade . saree ae OS wiiceiesc elo 
No Exit 2 i «e-14.99 


* Special offers: 10 Unboxed games (all different) £100.00 * 
Amstrad GX4000 Games Consoles 
with free game £59.99 
Amstrad Paddle Controller £9.99 




















Amstrad MP3 Modulator/TV Tuner, 

for use with CTM644 monitor 

Amstrad CPC464 cassette mechanism with 
tape head and motor. esieuibias Soe. 99 

jAmstrad 464 head alignme nt tapes.. ve £9.95 

‘Tape Head Demagnetizer . pair reese. 99 


Prices include VAT, postage aad packing 


All orders by return: Cheque/Visa/Access 
Trade-In-Post, Victoria Road, 
Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 SAF 

Tel/Fax (0952) 462135 


“HORSIN’ AROUND 
PUNTER'S EDITION 
The ultimate betting game! 


TEN PINS 
Expenence life in the alley with 
ins ten pin bowhng simulation, 


up to 6 players, champion- 
ships, differant ball weights - 
and much more! 


- FORMULA GRAND PRIX | 
The Pinnacle of motor sport is| 


brougnt to you in this feature 


packed game, 16 teams, 8 


tracks, fain, spins, pits, 
championship system etc, etc 


PRICES — 
TAPE DISK 
ea 49 §€5.49 


POST FREE 


CATALOGUE 
For a catalogue™ |PROGRAM FEAIURED 
send your name,@ |Editor 

addressanda § 


Win, place, forecast, tote 4 
bookies, form/paddock guides. 


Play friends. Race graphics 


STAR ‘COMMAND 
Control a vast fleet of space 


crafl, attack, evade, invisiblel 
icrait,cifierant characteristics - 
ispeed/weapons. Can you 
\save/destroy Earth? | 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Cross-lt 


end Class Stamp Mist Island 


Zap ‘Em Academy 
Down The Drain 
Music Master 


IMPORTANT 
Please make your 
cheques’ P.O's payable to 
Mr KH. F. Taylor 


Proonetor RICHARD TAYLOR 











* YOU DO NOT HAVE TO LOAD 
ANYTHING FROM DISK 
FIRST. EVEN FOK 


PRICES 


Disk Drive with 


FORMATTING OR Ramdos £74.99 
FILE COPYING: Disk Drive with Romdos XL 
* In built FORMATTER allows £94.99 


800K disk space with cither | 
128 or 256 directory entrics. Disk Drive with Romdos XL 

* In built FILE COPIER from A | cartridge £99.99 
oA, AtoB, BtoAorBioB. BySS Tae Gnome eneni 
Copy single files, the whole 6 socket rombox £109.99 
disk or selected files. cy gcs ‘ 

© In built DIRECTORY EDITOR | 464/464+ FIRS 
in built DIRECTORY EDITOR DISK DRIVE £159.99 


allows file attributes to be 

wtatited Rename, Erase, Uae ALIN ELL 
ae: Sete : and packing. 

* Simple to use, includes 16 Please state computer 
page manual. owned. 

¢ AVAILABLE ON ROM or 
UNIQUE CARTRIDGE 
(404/664/6128) 


PKT of 10 3.5” disks ONLY £10.00 
PKT of 10 3” disks ONLY £17.50 











“ROMDOS XL. (plugs into a’ A 
rombox) only £29.99 
ROMDOS XL cartridge ( plugs 
onto expansion port) only 
£44.) 

ROMDOS XL and 6 socket 
rombox £49.99 
UPGRADE YOUR EXISTING 
RAMDOS/ROMDOS OR MS800 
TO ROMDOS XL. 
Phone for details 


HOW TO ORDER 
Telephone orders on 
061 724 7572 
Fax 061 724 4894. 

Mail orders to Siren Software, 
Wilton House, Bury Rd, 
Radcliffe, Manchester M26 9UR 
Foreign orders: 
Europe ddd £7.50 P&P 
Rest of the world 
ddd £27.50 PoP 


= 3.5" DISK DRIVE 






Our stylish 3.5° disk drives are the only ones ) 
available that come complete with all necessary J" 7eaga ttt 
leads, power supply and software to enable you = 1 Of 
to use SOOK per disk without the need to change 
any manual side select switch. 

Other drives on the market will only allow you to access 400K al a 
time, whereas our superior disk drives come complete with 
RAMD)S or the new ROMDOS XL that allows the full 800K to be 
accessed even under CPM! 

Our SONY disk drives come complete and ready to plug in. 
Included is a full 15 page user manual and a FREE DISK 
CONTAINING RAMDOS, a RAMDISK program, SECTOR EDITOR, 
DIRECTORY EDITOR, FAST PORMATTER etc. 


464/464+ DISK DRIVES 





FREE MULTIFACE If FOR TRANSFERRING ALL YOUR CASSETTE 
BASED SOFTWARE ONTO DISK. WHILST STOCKS LAST 





tel: 0458 74011 
tel: 0225 442244 


© Reader calls: We regret we have to restrict 
reader calls to Tuesday afternoons. Technical 
queries are best sent in by post, as it gives us 
longer to find the answers. 


© Future Publishing Ltd 1992 Amstrad 
pany producing it - Future Publishing Ltd - has no 
connection with Amstrad pic. We cannot guaran- 
great care to ensure that what we publish is accu- 
rate, but cannot be fable for any mistakes or 
misprints. No part of this publication may be 
ig: 4 








This magazine comes from Future Publishing. a 
other publisher in Britain. We offer: 


tons and explanstory features. written by the bert mn the 
Ps 

Stronger rowerwes. We hope 2 cactaroa policy of editorial 
naman ood cur reviews pre clear buying recom- 


Caneel: dusters. dinsed adhd Gandia te So our 
designers highlight key elecneets by uting charts, diagrams, 
Mery bout anetated photograph etc 

Greater relevance. At Future, editors operate under two 


poicen niet 

* Undervisnd your readers’ needs 

+ Setaty then. 
Miere reatler interctloon, We daw strongly on readers 
contibyten reqling oi the invaded lefiers pages eect the 
best reader igs Buying one of our magarinet 1 hike pening 
a raorede wier group 
Better value for money. More pages, better quality 
Magara pou can trict. 


Aeetad Lotes « You Sncleg + Cocemedare Format + POW Pigs © PC 

Pvt) PC Aeneers ¢ PC Format « Aga Format: $7 Format + Sega 

Poser + Total © kenga Power « mags Ghoocer and sing Cinune CD « 

enartaet aug Ut + Cech Pion * Pots Pe + Meedlocralt « Croat 
Setch Collection « Today's Vegeturian 


ABC 35,298 





Memier of the dadt Bureey of Grouletces Jemeery kee Li? | 
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Of all the issues in ali the world, these 
things just had to walk into next month’s... 


Vioney, 
Moncey, money 


is never Tunney 








" a rich man's world 
but you'll be laughing all the way to the 
bank with our special guide to making 
money with your CPC. Whether it's pro 

Bramming, writing publishing typing, 
~~ -OUning, mail-outs, or a PD library 

there's moolah to be made 
how on AA next month 


Find Out 


Pog a 


4 cy ) a 
lied t - | 
nv at lady s ernst ar Ve a 


i ii oe j am 

month a fat lady (or a ier n) 

be sh aes 7 - oF ur covertap ot 
- | # 


ra Real atti — 
og ae ca i details. oO nif ‘haw holt ; 2 
jm _ ra 


ets ra 
re A . Fadi Zz ait ames mea anal ML 
r rf i ; i or 





aco Gt Are 

After our three part DTP series, Hold the 
Front Page, here comes a three part art 
series, it's an Art. Written by AA's art 
expert, veteran Gallery contributor Tim 
all you need to know to become an artist 
par excellence. Part one next month... 
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October 15th 





Amstrad Action i made entirely from recycled jokes, and as tuch presents no dram on the earth's 
resources. To support this noble cause, cut out this coupon and give it to your newsagent: 


Dear Newsagent, | don't know enough terrible jokes yet. so please reserve Amstrad Action for me, start- 
ing with the November issue, which will be out on Thurtday 15th October. 


My address......... 
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Card holders can order now on: 0462 481 1 66 
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